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Brown’s cash boost 


Transport, social services, education and employment all received a massive 


cash increase in July, but campaigners want a fair share for disabled people. 


of the 


announcement of 


News boost came 
in the 
the Comprehensive Spending 
Review (CSR) made by 
Chancellor Gordon Brown. The 
review covers spending for the 
next three years up to 2003-4. 

Mr Brown promised an extra 
£43bn spending a year by 2004. 

The Department of the 
Environment, Transport and 
the Regions quickly followed 
the review with an announce- 
ment of £180bn investment 
over the next ten years. 

Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott promised improve- 
ments in access to public 
transport for disabled people, 
half-price bus travel, and more 

‘modern trains and station 
improvements. 

Funding for personal social 
services will rise from £9.407bn 
to £12.208bn by 2004 as a result 
of the CSR, a 29 per cent rise. 

The Government was also 
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~ eAnti-Stomach Compressio 


expected to say that nursing 
services for people in long-term 
care should be free as DN went 
to press, though personal care 
such as bathing would continue 
to be means-tested. 

Education got a 5.4 per cent 
annual increase up to 2003-4, 
taking it from £45.8bn to 
£57.7bn by 2004. 

An Employment Oppor- 
tunities Fund, worth £1.4bn a 
year by 2003-4, will include 
money for the New Deal for 
Disabled People to go national. 

Disability groups welcomed 
the extra cash. 

But Peter Mansell, chief 
executive of disability charity 
RADAR, wanted to know more 
about specifics. “While we wel- 
come an increase in expendi- 
ture, the devil is in the detail.” 

Caroline Ellis, parliamentary 
officer at the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, said dis- 
ability groups would be writing 
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to the Chancellor seeking clari- 
fication about education: “Is 
any of this extra spending 
going into special needs educa- 
tion and improving access to 
further and higher education 
for visually impaired and other 
disabled students?” 

Disabled people had already 
lost out through benefits cuts, 
she said. “We want to know to 
what extent this extra money is 
going to compensate for that.” 

Rob Banks, parliamentary 
policy officer at Leonard 
Cheshire, said personal care 
like nursing services should 
be free. 

And he wanted action over 
transport. 

“2004 is the Disability 
Discrimination Act deadline,” 
he said. “The Government 
should ring-fence money to 
make sure we have fully accessi- 
ble stations. We should also 
have fully accessible trains.” 


Double 


The right of doctors to with- 
hold treatment has been 
strengthened by the jailing of a 
disabled boy’s relatives for 
attacking his doctors, and a 
High Court order that a baby 
with lung disease must be 
allowed to die. 

Three relatives of 14-year- 
old David Glass, who has 
hydrocephalus, were jailed for 
up to 12 months each for 
attacking doctors they believed 
were allowing David to die. 

Aunts Diane Wild, 42, and 
julie “Hodeson, 37, of 
Buckland, Portsmouth, and 
uncle Raymond Davis, 44, from 
Waterlooville, Hampshire, 
were convicted of violent disor- 
der and assault in July. 

David was admitted to St 
Mary’s Hospital, Portsmouth, 
in October 1998 with a 
chest infection. When doctors 
claimed he had only a few hours 
to live, stopped feeding him and 
administered diamorphine, his 
relatives attacked them. David 
recovered after the drug was 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY | 


Golden boy: Sydney Paralympic hopeful Noel Thatcher, 34, tied the 
knot with gemologist Yumi Yoshitake, 29, at St Mary’s Church 
near Harlow in Essex on 9 July. Noel, who is a senior physiothera- 
pist and is visually impaired, took two golds in track events at the 
1996 Paralympics. The couple met at language evening classes. 
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withdrawn. David’s mother, 
Carol Glass (above), described 
her relatives as “heroes”. 

Judge Shawcross said: “[The 
jury] did not regard you as 
heroes. Most people would 
regard what you did as quite 
outrageous.” 

An application for bail to 
allow David’s relatives to con- 
tinue to help care for him was 
turned down. 

Meanwhile, a High Court 
judge has given doctors permis- 
sion to withhold treatment 
from an 19-month-old boy with 
lung disease and brain damage. 

The parents of the child, 


blow for pro-lifers 


known as Baby I, told the court 
in July that he smiled and 
waved and every effort should 
be made to keep him alive. 
However, Mr Justice Cazalet 
ruled that the next time the 
child has a relapse he could be 
denied intensive care and be 
administered drugs to allow 
him to die “with dignity”. 
Nuala Scarisbrick of pro-life 
charity LIFE condemned both 
“the debate 
seems to centre on relieving the 


rulings: now 
pressure on NHS resources. 
Not a word is mentioned about 
the respect that should be 
shown to all people.” 

Richard Wood, chief execu- 
tive of the British Council of 
Disabled People, said: “It is 
clear that increasingly our lives 
are under attack from the med- 
ical profession. It could be that 
messages being promoted by 
some people over the last few 
years, that disabled people 
don’t have quality of life and 
aren’t worth wasting resources 
on, are finally bearing fruit.” 


2 News 


Europe set to slash funding 


disability groups to 


te with 


ther minority 


compe e 
rights organisations for 
reduced levels of funding. 

[he proposals, due to be 
finalised next May, would bring 
all anti-discrimination groups 


under the same European 


Commission funding umbrella. 
Total funding levels are also set 
to drop by up to 50 per cent. 
Eleven groups, including 
the European Union of Deaf 
People and Disabled People 
International (DPI), are set to 
lose out. Campaigners are 
concerned that this could 


threaten disabled people’s rep- 


resentation at European level. mission, said: “Their sugges- 


Rachel Hurst, vice chair of tion that organisations have to 
human rights at DPI, said: subcontract to a single body 
would put everything we’ve 
been doing to put disability on 
the European map back a 
very long way. They shouldn’t 
force groups to compete with 
each other for a declining pot 
of funds.” 


“We’re very concerned and 
can’t believe they could be so 
crass as to make it impossible 
for us to function.” 

Richard Howitt, chair of 
the All Party Disability Inter 
Group of the European Com- 
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Teacher’s DDA win 


A local authority has been 
ordered to pay £60,000 
compensation to a former 
teacher for discriminating 
against her because she was 
blind. 

Liz Abbott was forced to 
resign from St Mary’s Catholic 
Primary School in Chingford, 
north London, in 1996 because 
of stress. 

Her classroom assistant’s 
hours had been reduced 
by a third and, when the 
assistant eventually resigned, 
the local education auth- 
ority failed to find a replace- 
ment. 

An industrial tribunal ruled 
that Mrs Abbott had been 


unfairly dismissed and had 
experienced disability discrimi- 
nation. 

The tribunal concluded that 
“Mrs Abbott had become a 
burden to [her employers] and 
one they no longer wished to 
bear.” 

Waltham Forest Education 
Authority agreed to pay 
£60,000 compensation and Mrs 
Abbott’s £20,000 costs. 

Mrs Abbott, who had been 
AmeteaCnermsfORt 2 on ayes s: 
brought her case under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) with the help of her 
union, the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers, 
and the Royal National 


Institute for the Blind (RNIB). 

She said-y-In thisscase the 
DDA has proved that it works. 
I nearly didn’t have enough 
energy to do it, but I’m glad 
that I did. 

“T would encourage anyone 
who feels that they are being 
discriminated against to do 
something about it. Nobody 
deserves to be made to feel 
like a second-class citizen 
just because they’re not physi- 
cally built the same as other 
people.” 

Catherine Casserley, legal 
officer at the RNIB, said: “This 
shows that unfair, discrimina- 
tory practice can be successful- 
ly challenged.” 


Education bill risks dilution 


Campaigners are concerned 
that a groundbreaking new 
government bill bringing 
education under the Disability 
Discrimination Act may be 
“watered down” if it is not 
passed through Parliament 
before the next general elec- 
tion. 

The proposed Special Edu- 
cational Needs and Disability 
Rights in Education Bill was 
announced in the Queen’s 
speech in November 1999 (DN, 
January and February). 

However, pressures on 
Parliament’s time mean the bill 
is now not likely to be tabled 
before early next year. 


Government 
forms building 
advice group 


The Government is to set up a 
special group to advise it on 
improving access to the built 
environment. 

Ministers who are also carry- 
ing out a review of building reg- 
ulations covering access (see 
page 13) have announced that 
the new group will operate 
within the Disabled Persons 
Transport Advisory Committee. 

The new group was recom- 
mended by the Government’s 
Disability Rights Task Force, 
which reported in December. 

Announcing the 
Construction Minister Nick 
Raynsford said: “I will be look- 
ing to the new group to tell me 
how the Government and 
industry can make improve- 
ments in this area.” 

The group will be chaired by 
Peter Barker of the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
and Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association Joint Mobility Unit. 


move, 


The bill might then have to 
be rushed through if Prime 
Minister Tony Blair calls an 
early general election in May. 

Campaigners from the 
Education Consortium are 
this could mean 
important measures are lost or 
overlooked. The group com- 
prises over 100 organisations 
concerned with children who 
have special educational needs 
and disabilities, including 
teaching unions, the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
and Scope. 

Philippa Stobbs, consortium 
policy officer, said: “The bill 
could start to slip and get tan- 


worried 


gled up in the next election. 
That would mean only things 
the opposition agreed with 
would go through and we 
could end up with a bit of a 
‘dog’s dinner’. It could also 
mean proposals were watered 
down.” 

Brian Lamb, head of public 
alhalrsatmoCope, 5 Agrees: 
“We would like to see a very 
statement from the 
Government that the bill will 
be a priority for the next ses- 
sion and will get a very quick 
passage through Parliament so 
it doesn’t get caught up in 
timetable issues around the 


clear 


next election.” 
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Website wow: Charity worker Joe Rajko, 37, from Leeds, was joint 
winner of Channel 4’s Emillionaire Show on 16 July and won £1m 
of funding to develop a website for disabled people. Yourable.com 
aims to offer online shopping, accessible travel services and build an 
active online disabled community. 


Blind athlete heads for Olympics 


An American woman has 
become the first officially blind 
runner to qualify for the 
Olympics. 

Marla Runyan, 31, has made 
it into the athletics squad for 
the 1500m after coming in third 
at the US Olympic trials in 
Sacramento, California, with a 
time of 4 minutes, 6.44 seconds, 
in July. 

Runyan, 


from Eugene, 


Oregon, landed golds in the 
1992 Paralympics, winning the 


long jump, the 100m, 200m and 
400m. She also won the pen- 
tathlon in 1996. 

Runyan, who lacks central 
vision, said: “I never really 
think that much about my 
vision as much as the media 
does and I don’t think my com- 
petitors do either.” 

She had to overcome a leg 
injury, which had stopped her 
from running for five weeks, in 
order to secure her Olympic 
place. 
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4News 


‘Ouija’ warning 


A father has been cleared of 
sexually abusing his disabled 
son after the communications 
device used to level the accusa- 
tions was likened to a Ouya 
board. 

The allegations were made 
after a support worker for the 
17-year-old man with autism 
used a technique known as 
“facilitated communication” 
with him. This resulted in an 
accusation of sexual abuse 
against his father, a 50-year-old 
businessman from southern 
England. 

The technique involves a 
facilitator supporting the hand 
of the disabled person over a 
keyboard. It was the first time 
such a case had been brought in 
the UK, though there have been 
cases in America. 

But the president of the High 


Court Family Division, Dame 
Elizabeth Butler-Sloss, said the 
technique was dangerous and 
should not be used to confirm 
abuse allegations in courts. 

Rita Jordan, a senior lect- 
urer in autism studies at 
Birmingham University, said: 
“All the evidence suggests that it 
is not the autistic person 
who is communicating. It is the 
facilitator, mostly uncons- 
ciously.” 

But Dr Andrew Grayson, a 
lecturer in psychology at the 
Open University, who could not 
comment on details of the case 
in question, said: “Under prop- 
er supervision and speech and 
language therapy advice it can 
be used for some people with 
communication disabilities.” 

However, he agreed that 
judges must be cautious. 


All creatures great and small: Jenny Lowe and her dog Free helped launch Smart Pet Month with Kevin 


Rodgers from organisers Yorkshire Electricity. Pets and their owners across the country have been rais- 
ing money for Canine Partners for Independence throughout the month of July. 


Mother gets manslaughter verdict | Universities job shame 


A woman who sedated and 
smothered to death her two 
disabled sons, and a man who 
strangled his mentally ill wife, 
have both walked free from 
court after pleading guilty to 
manslaughter. 

Janquil Turnbull, 52, killed 
her sons Robert, 23, and 
Richard, 20, in the family home 
at Bembridge on the Isle of 
Wight in October 1998. Both 
sons had cerebral palsy. 

Mrs Turnbull told Win- 
chester Crown Court in June 
that she had become depressed 
by the burden of caring for her 


on the 


West Sussex coast 


Homes for young people with 
physical disabilities ....... 


easy access to shops, 
cafes, pubs..... 


adapted transport for 
cinemas, concerts, 
clubs and colleges. 


To find out more 
call Cindy on 
01243 672989 


Registered charity no. 299206 


sons. She pleaded guilty to 
manslaughter due to dimin- 
ished responsibility. 

Mr Justice Turner told Mrs 
Turnbull, who has a degenera- 
tive neurological condition: “I 
need not and I will not pass a 
custodial sentence in your case 
as you have already punished 
yourself.” 

Herbert Hartley from 
Chorley in Lancashire received 
12 months’ probation for stran- 
gling his 75-year-old wife 
Catherine. 

Mr Hartley, 79, told Preston 
Crown Court on 13 July that 


his wife, who had severe 
depression and mental illness, 
begged him to kill her as 
she could not cope with the 
hospitalisation recommended 
by her GP. 

Sentencing judge Mr Justice 
Sachs said: “Nobody faced 
with your situation could say 
other than: “There but for the 
grace of God go I.’” 

Jim Hoskisson, chairman of 
the cerebral palsy charity 
Scope, said: “We are very aware 
of the pressures faced by 
disabled people, their families 
and carers.” 


Be just like a Balder \% 
Owner - don’t 
settle for second 
best. Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse soon. 

Models to suit 
all ages. 


Call Today 


01256 767181 


Oaklands House, Sheldons Lane, 


Hook, RG27 9LH 
Fax: 01256 768887 


Only 1.2 per cent of senior uni- 
versity lecturers are disabled, 
research has found, compared 
to 11 per cent of the working 
population. 

The figure is the same for 
professors. 

That means that, of a total 
of 17,812 people in such posts, 
only 207 declare a disability. 

Thefigurestfor 998-993 
revealed by the Higher 
Education Statistics Agency, 
show that the University of 
Greenwhich employed the 
most disabled professors at 9.1 
per cent, while the University 


B 


of Edinburgh and others 
employed none. 

However, 11.2 per cent of 
staff did not reveal whether 
they were disabled. 

Academic Dr Tom Shake- 
speare, who has restricted 
growth and heads the Policy and 
Ethics Research Institute at the 
International Centre for Life, 
said: “The problem is that few 
disabled people get into univer- 
sities in the first place so there 
are fewer to choose from when 
appointing professors. Perhaps 
we should address the failure to 
educate disabled people.” 


Online info 


Finding accessible reading 
material if you are visually 
impaired will be made easier by 
Reveal, a new database being 
compiled by a team including 
people from the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind and the 
National Library for the Blind. 
Online reference material, 
newspapers on tape and novels 
in Braille or Moon will be 
among items listed on the data- 
base, due for completion in 
September. Tel: 0161 355 2000. 


Web awards 

The UK Yell Web Awards 2000, 
run by Yellow Pages, com- 
mended two websites designed 
by disabled people in its “Best 
Personal Website” category. 
Julie Howell was runner-up for 
her multiple sclerosis site*, and 
James Gallagher was highly 
commended for his “A-Z of 
Deafblindness”.** 
*www.mswebpals.org 

** www.deafblind.com 
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News 5 


Oné ,,\af},.-the 
Government’s 
top advisers 
has come out 
in favour of 
the medical use 


of cannabis. 

Lord Haskins, chairman of 
the Better Regulation Task 
Force, part of the Cabinet 
Office, told the Radio 
Academy Festival in Glasgow 
that total bans on drugs were 
“mainly symbolic and largely 
ineffective”. 

He later told DN that gener- 


More cannabis suppor 


al legalisation would be a “dead 
duck” but said: “Making 
cannabis available for medical 
purposes should be quite easy. 
I do not think public opinion 
on this would be so hostile.” 

Labour MP Paul Flynn, 
whose bill calling for legalisa- 
tion of cannabis for medical use 
was due to have its second read- 
ing in the House of Commons 
as DN went to press, welcomed 
Lord Haskins’ remarks. 

But he predicted his bill 
would fail. “The Government 
will object to it, which does not 


make sense, is not compassion- 
ate and is unfair.” 

A Home Office spokesman 

said: “If scientific research 
showed that cannabis was ben- 
eficial then we would look at it. 
At the moment that research 
does not exist.” 
e Scientists at Imperial College, 
London, have discovered that 
cannabis derivatives can act on 
the spinal cord not just the 
brain. The discovery has led to 
hopes that drugs could be 
developed to target the spine 
without producing a “high”. 


Decoding 
dilemma 


The decoding of 90 per cent of 
the human genome, announced 
in June, has had a mixed 
response from disability groups. 

Scientists believe it could 
help them develop drugs to 
treat conditions like cancer. 

But disability groups fear it 
could also lead to an underclass 
denied access to insurance, and 
the ability to create “genetically 
perfect” babies. 

Professor Gordon McVie, 
director general of the Cancer 
Research Campaign, said: “The 

‘implications of the project are 
huge. For cancer patients it will 
lead to better screening and 
more tailor-made treatments.” 

But David King, coordinator 
of the new Campaign Against 
Human Genetic Engineering, 
said: “We won’t see any medical 
benefits for at least 10-15 years, 
but we’ll have genetic tests much 
more quickly. We worry that sci- 
entists will do the genetic engi- 
neering on humans that they 
now do on crops and animals.” 


Dancing in the city: Ken with Corali’s John Long and Laura Hayman 


Capital appointments 


London Mayor Ken Living- 
stone has appointed three 
disabled people to key advisory 
posts in his new administration. 

Caroline Gooding, legal 
adviser to the Disability Rights 
Commission, has been appoint- 
ed to his advisory cabinet, with 
a brief to cover disability equali- 
ty issues. Kirsten Hurn, a free- 
lance consultant who is blind, is 
a member of the new Transport 
for London (TFL) board. Bryan 
Heiser, chair of the London 
Accessible Transport Alliance, 


is a special adviser to TFL on 
disability transport. 

Mr Heiser said: “This is a 

wonderful thing for disabled 
Londoners. The Mayor is deter- 
mined to make a difference to 
public transport.” 
e Mr Livingstone attended a 
performance of the Corali 
Dance company of learning 
disabled performers in July. 

The dancers performed as 
part of an Our London project 
aimed at giving young people a 
voice on the future of their city. 


Stand up for the rights of disabled people 
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The Employers’ Forum on 
Disability pulled off a double 
first at its Independence Day 
party on 4 July. 

President Clinton sent a mes- 
sage of support, and nearly 600 
employers, government minis- 
ters and disability leaders were 
made to stand for five minutes 
to bring home to them how 
they take seating for granted. 

Between jokes, Susan 
Daniels, USA deputy commis- 
sioner for disability and income 
security programs, told them: 
“Everywhere you go things are 
put there for your convenience. 
No one asks what does it cost 
to accommodate non-disabled 
people.” 

She called for an environ- 
ment that works for all, an 
end to “special” education and 
services, and jobs not benefits. 


The multiple sclerosis (MS) drug 
beta interferon is set to be 
unavailable despite evidence that 
it could save the NHS money. 
Initial recommendations from 
the National Institute for Clin- 
ical Excellence found the drug, 
which costs £10,000 a year per 
person, was too expensive and its 
effect too modest to justify it. 
But research by MS groups 
and the drug manufacturer 


{ | MS drug could cut costs 


Biogen suggests its use could 
lead to lower long-term costs. 

And Peter Cardy, chief execu- 
tive of the MS Society, said: “We 
believe the processes which have 
led the committee are flawed. 
The benefits to many people 
with MS are not ‘modest’.” 

Under the recommenda- 
tions, the 2,500 people now 
receiving beta interferon would 
continue to do so. 
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International Trade Fair 
for People with Special Needs 
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are 


REHA, the world’s leading trade fair has 
extended its_remit to include the whole care 
sector. It will now take place annually in 
Dusseldorf under the title REHACare Inter- 
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6 News 


The access “jungle 


More than half of all buildings 
do not have an accessible 
toilet and 36 per cent do not 
have level access, a survey has 
found. 

The survey Left Out* by the 
charity Scope was compiled 
with the help of 350 disability 
campaigners looking at 513 
buildings and services. 

It found that only 41 per cent 
offered designated parking, 17 
per cent of staff were not 
respectful to disabled people, 
and only 30 per cent of the busi- 
nesses surveyed had customer 
information available in a for- 
mat other than standard print. 


The calls 
businesses to set up disabled 
people’s access panels to advise 
on service, and for the 
Disability Rights Commission 
to take cases to court to develop 
case law. 

Brian Lamb, head of public 
affairs at Scope, said: “Surely it 
makes sound business sense to 
ensure that services are avail- 
able to disabled customers. 
There are 8.6 million disabled 
people in Britain.” 

Speaking at the launch of 
the survey, wheelchair user 
David Filmer said that going 
out for disabled people was 


survey on 


Paralympic manager 
resigns over selection 


Britain is not sending the “best 
possible” Paralympic team to 
Sydney, according to the for- 
mer team manager who has 
resigned in protest. 

Phil Peat stepped down from 
his post on 4 July after 
Paralympic selectors refused to 
address his concerns about the 
team selected for the Sydney 
games. 

The former Paralympic coach 
has been involved in disability 
sport for 15 years. 

He claimed that several 
Olympic-standard athletes who 
met the selection criteria were 
not on the team whilst one ath- 


lete who had not met the crite- 
ria had been selected. 

Mr Peat told DN: “It wasn’t 
an easy decision, but I was so 
convinced these guys were 
wrongly done by. Otherwise 
this would all have been 
brushed under the table.” 

A spokesperson for UK 
Athletics denied that any athlete 
on the Paralympic squad had 
not passed the selection criteria. 

“Selection is always a 
difficult process. We’re disap- 
pointed, but we understand his 
reasons,” she said. 

A replacement team manag- 
er has yet to be announced. 


like facing a jungle. “Disabled 
people face this jungle almost 
every day. We need to hack it 
down.” 

Minister for Disabled People 

Margaret Hodge called on 
businesses to make changes to 
buildings before 2004, when 
they could be forced to do so 
under the Disability Dis- 
crimination Act. 
*Left Out — Disabled People’s 
Access to Goods and Services, 
individuals, £3, organisations 
£20, Scope Library: and 
Information Unit, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, tel: 020 
7619 7341. 


Cycle network 
Slammed 


The new National Cycle 
Network is dangerous for blind 
and partially sighted people, 
says a leading charity. 

The 5,000-mile Sustrans net- 
work, opened in June, is billed 
as a “major new amenity for 
walkers and wheelchair users”. 
But it has been condemned by 
the National Federation of the 
Blind (NFB). The NFB cam- 
paigns against shared provision 
for pedestrians and cyclists, 
claiming cyclists do not always 
keep to their allocated area. 

Jill Allen-King of the NFB 
said: “Shared facilities are no-go 
areas for blind people. We wel- 
come provision for cyclists, but it 
must be built on road space.” 


FEDERATION OF DEAF PEOPLE 


J| Ex-RNID head speaks ou 


The former head of the UK’s 
largest deaf charity has broken 
the silence over his departure 
from his job, claiming he was 
pushed out in a “palace coup”. 

Doug Alker, who quit his job 
as chief executive of the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People (RNID) in 1997, makes 
the claims in a new book, Really 
Not Interested In The Deaf? 

Alker, a British Sign Lan- 
guage (BSL) user, accuses 
David Livermore, the chairman 
of the RNID, of being more 
sympathetic to oral culture. 

He claims Livermore made 
moves to replace him with the 
current chief executive James 
Strachan, who is a speaking 
deaf person. 


Alker says Livermore under- 
mined him by going over his 


head to instruct directors and — 


managers, and made insuffi- 


cient efforts to communicate | 
with Alker by using text- | 


phones. 


The RNID refused to answer | 


specific questions, but in a 
statement Livermore claimed 
the book was “very bitter and 
distorted”. 

He said: “RNID has and will 
continue to represent all deaf 


and hard of hearing people, | 


including profoundly deaf BSL 
users.” 


“The events leading to his | 


[Alker’s] departure were based 
on performance and manage- 
ment issues.” 


Signing up: protestors march in London in July to promote BSL 


Wheelchair money 

The Limbless Association has 
been given £30,000 by the 
Government to help wheelchair 
user groups get involved in how 
services are provided. The 
scheme will involve an annual 
conference, and open days to 
get wheelchair users involved in 
decision making. 


Mencap founder dies 
Doris Drown, the founder of 
the Association for Parents of 
Backward Children, later to 
become Mencap, has died aged 
93. She founded the association 
after her son was born with a 
learning disability. 


The Northern Mobility 2000 has hugely improved facilities 


1 7,1 8,1 9th AUGUST 2000 for its visitors this year. 


SHEFFIELD ARENA eee 
OPEN 10.00am - 4.00pm 


REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DRIVING LICENCE 


FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Alexandra Tilbury, 

Sheffield City Trust, Don Valley 
Stadium, Worksop Road, 
Sheffield S9 3TL 

Tel: 0114 243 5355 

Fax: 0114 243 5033 


Broadcasting research 
The Independent Television 
Commission is looking at the 
position of disabled people in 
the broadcasting industry. If 
you work in the sector and have 
experiences you would like to 
share, contact Kelly Wiffen, tel: 
020 7306 7873, e-mail: kelly.wif- 
fen@itc.org.uk 


© Wheelchairs, powered 
wheelchairs & scooters 


Frankies, Old Orleans and Quinceys. 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 


for each venue, available in every 
programme. 


s&s 
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entertainment 
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of exhibition venue 
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News 7 


Post office plans 


Local post office branches may 
be saved from closure by gov- 
ernment plans to turn them 
into bank and internet centres. 
A Cabinet Office Perfor- 
mance and Innovation Unit 
report published in late June 
suggests that struggling rural 
and inner-city post offices 
should receive government 
funding to provide internet 
delivery and banking services. 


The Post Office stands to 
lose £450m of business follow- 
ing the Government’s decision 
to pay pensions and benefits 
directly into bank accounts. 

Disabled groups were con- 
cerned that people with limited 
mobility would be forced to 
travel long distances if local 
post office branches closed. 

James Ford, Scope cam- 
paigns officer and member of 


the Campaign for Community 
Banking, supported the move: 
“We welcome the news that the 
Government is retaining the 
post office network because a 
local post facility is vital to 
many disabled people. There 
may, however, still be some con- 
cerns about losing rural bank 
branches and about whether 
post offices will able to fill 
that gap.” 


Give volunteers a chance 


A national organisation pro- 
moting volunteering has called 
for more opportunities for 
volunteering for disabled 
people. 

The charity CSV made the 
call after its new report Who's 
Helping Whom?* revealed that 
only six per cent of volunteers 
were disabled in 500 organisa- 
tions in the charity and state 
sector. The number of disabled 
people in the population as a 
whole is 14 per cent. 

Elizabeth Hoodless, execu- 


tive director of CSV, said: “I 
would like to see genuine 
targets set on the inclusion of 
volunteers with disabilities, 
particularly in the public 
services. If we are serious then 
the Government should ensure 
that the appropriate use 
of volunteers is part of the 
training of public-sector 
staff.” 

A conference discussing the 
report and focusing on elderly 
disabled people also called for 
changes to the benefits system 


* 
STEVE MORGAN 


“l used to visit the countryside all the time before | 
needed the wheelchair. Nowadays the nearest | get to it is 
spotting a Land Rover in the supermarket car park!” 


to make volunteering easier for 
disabled people. 

Meanwhile, Leicester Centre 
for Integrated Living (LCIL) 
has launched a volunteering 
scheme for disabled people 
called Project EVOLVE. 

Volunteers will get the 
chance to do research on 
disability issues, and library, 
information and office work in 
an accessible environment. 
*For a summary of the CSV 
report, tel: 020 7643 1380. 
LCIL, tel: 0116 2225005. 


Sweet 
success! 


Congratulations to the 
lucky winners of our Sweets 
in a Jar competition at the 
Mobility Roadshow at 
Donington Park, Derby- 
shire, in July. 


David Finnegan from the 
Wirral landed himself a TV, 
DVD player and two DVDs, 
while runner-up Alan 
Bedford from Nottingham 
won the sweets. 

There were 527 sweets in 
the jar. 

For the Mobility Roadshow 
review, see pages 16 and 17. 


Flying high: Chris ne (left) from Telford in Sib ostired is he 
first disabled person to compete in the Round Britain Rally for 
small light aircraft. Chris, a wheelchair user who built his own 
microlight, finished tenth out of 50 competitors. 


Mencap shows employers the way 


The charity Mencap has 
launched a new employers’ 
guide designed to encourage 
the recruitment of people with 
learning difficulties. 

Taking Care of Business* 
aims to highlight the benefits of 
employing people with learning 
difficulties and is supported by 
the Department for Education 
and Employment. 

The guide was launched 
during National Learning 
Disability Week, 19-23 June. 


Supporting the launch were 
Digby Jones, director general of 
the Confederation of British 
Industry, Derek Foster MP, 
chairman of the Employment 
Sub-Committee, and Sir George 
Bull, chairman of Sainsbury. 
Brian Baldock, chairman of 
Mencap, “We urge 
employers to think twice when 
recruiting and give people with 
learning disability a chance.” 
*Free from Mencap’s public 
liaison unit, tel: 020 7454 0454. 
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8 News 


Feeding failure 


Up to half a million people 
with dementia may be at risk of 
malnutrition, according to the 
biggest survey of carers ever 
conducted in Britain. 

Food for Thought*, pub- 
lished by the Alzheimer’s 
Society in July, found that car- 
ers are concerned about the 
quality and quantity of food 
and liquids provided by hospi- 
tals and care homes. 

The survey of 4,000 carers 
found that 31 per cent of peo- 
ple with dementia do not 
receive enough food to eat in 
hospital, along with 33 per cent 


of those in care homes. Carers 
report having to take in sup- 
plies of food for relatives and 


Hitting it eis Members of Wimbledon Disabled Football team 


seeing food left out of patients’ 
reach. 

Meals on wheels services 
were also found not to check 
whether food is eaten. 

The survey was launched 
during Alzheimer’s Week, 2-8 
July, by actor Tony Robinson, 
whose father had Alzheimer’s. 

Harry Cayton, chief execu- 
tive of the Alzheimer’s Society, 
said: “People with dementia are 
amongst the most vulnerable in 
our society. 

“When relatives entrust their 
care to professionals they 
assume that, at the very least, 
their basic nutritional needs 
will be met.” 

*£2.50, tel: 020 7306 0606. 


played MPs in a five-a-side match at the Millennium Dome in 
London on 20 June. The match was organised by the Limbless 
Association to highlight the value of disability sport. 


The Insignis range of 
Cots and Box Beds 
are made with quality, 
durability and ease of 
use in mind. 


LI All beds are CE 
marked and offer 
safe surroundings 
to all users. 

(J Electric raising and 
lowering systems 
ensure less strain 
on carers. 


1 Compact sizes available. 


_I Special adaptations can be accommodated. 
1 A variety of models are available. 
1 Perfect for use within private homes or hospitals. 


We also supply homecare beds and powered standing frames. 


For more information or a free demonstration, 
please telephone Insignis on 


01628 776070 or 0141 889 1289 


Trusts mental health resources — 


Crisis-hit south London mental 
health services are having to 
send people with mental health 
problems into private hospitals. 

South London and Maudsley 
NHS Trust has 80 people in pri- 
vate hospitals. It initially pre- 
dicted that the policy could 
send it over budget by £1.5m. 

A spokesman said that there 
had been a surge in the num- 
bers of people reaching a men- 


tal health crisis and needing 
hospitalisation in the last few 
months. He admitted that there 
was not enough supported 
accommodation for people 
recovering from serious mental 
illness, so they were being put 
into private hospitals costing 
up to £300 a day to make room 
for people in crisis. 

But he said: “We have a mas- 
sive development programme 


Negative images remain 


The general public still has a 
negative perception of disabled 
people despite recent legislation 
and the launch of the Disability 
Rights Commission, a report 
has found. 

Committed to Inclusioné*, 
published in June, is the third 
annual research report by 
Leonard Cheshire aimed at 
examining disabled people’s 
experience of social exclusion. 

The survey of 1,000 people 
found that 29 per cent still 
believe disabled people tend to 
be excluded and not allowed to 
be useful members of society. 


Seventy-nine per cent of 
interviewees also said it was 
unfair that costs of care should 
be paid by disabled people 
themselves. 

Brian Dutton, director gen- 
eral of Leonard Cheshire, said: 
“Sadly, it appears that there 
has been no change in public 
perception of inclusion — 
despite the Disability Discrimi- 


nation Act, Disability Rights — 


Commission and. See The 
Person campaign. Attitudes 
have been consistent over three 
years.” 

*Free, tel: 020 7802 8200. 


Audie is an affectionate 7-year-old boy with 
an appealing smile, who loves playing in 
the garden as well as on computer 
games. He has a passion and real talent 


for music. 


Audie has moderate learning difficulties 

and has mild autism. He is physically healthy 

and chrives in a strict routine with lots of activities, but needs 
constant supervision. Audie responds well to positive role 
models and has made considerable progress in his foster 


placement. He has a Statement of Educational Needs and is 
currently attending mainstream school. 


Audie needs a lot of security, love and attention and we are 
looking for a family who reflects his ethnic background and can 


offer him a permanent home. 


If you feel that you have the energy and patience to give Audie 
a secure home, please contact: Sandra Latter, Adoption and 
Permanency Team, Kensington and Chelsea Council, Westway 
Information Centre, 140 Ladbroke Grove, London Wio 5ND, 


tel: 020 7598 4542. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Italy, Tenerife, Lanzarote, 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, Astley, 
Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844, 
www.access-travel.co.uk 


DN8/00 


which will reduce private sector 
spending and improve the local 
quality of service.” 

¢ Nowhere Else to Go*, a report | 
based on research of homeless | 
people with experience of men-_ 
tal health problems, calls for 
greater use of alternatives to | 
hospital. The Single Homeless _ 
Project’s research involved inter- : 
views with 20 people in London. 
*£9.99, tel: 020 7940 7170. 
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Hearing test boost 

All UK babies are to be tested 
for deafness, the Government 
has announced. 

Starting in 20 pilot areas in 
England later this year, babies 
will be given an otoacoustic 
emissions test which can detect 
hearing problems within hours 
of birth. The present test for 
deafness misses 50 per cent of 
babies with hearing loss at 18 
months. The new test would 
help babies develop better 
through earlier use of aids, sign 
language or cochlear implants. 


Good benefit news 
Around 50,000 people who 
need short, frequent hospital 
stays, often for care breaks, can 
now keep Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) or Atten- 
dance Allowance (AA) for the 
day they enter and the day they 
leave hospital. 

Two thousand disabled peo- 
ple paying the full cost of their 
care in local authority homes 
can now claim AA or DLA. 


B&Q cash 


Twenty community projects 
have received £5,000 grants 
from B&Q’s “You Can Do It” 
scheme. They include convert- 
ing a poultry house into a 
resource centre for people with 
learning disabilities, and a refit 
of Lady Godiva, a canal boat 
used for holidays for disabled 
and elderly people. 


Read all about it 


A new government report, 
Public Library Policy and Social 
Exclusion, looks at ways 
libraries can help create a 
socially inclusive society. For 


more information, visit 
www.culture.gov.uk/heritage/ 
index_flash.html 


It’s a gas! 

The Gas Consumers Council 
has set up a register for dis- 
abled and chronically sick peo- 
ple. Customers sign up through 
their gas supplier. Benefits 
include a free yearly check of 
gas appliances and meter read- 
ing for visually impaired peo- 
ple. Tel: 0645 060708. 
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Hearty meal: oil-rich fish like herrings boost cardiac health 


Fish on prescription 


A doctor in Orkney is prescrib- 
ing herrings and sardines on 
the NHS in a bid to improve 
the health of heart patients. 

Dr Andrew Trevett has six 
months of NHS funding to 
provide oily fish for 20 people 
who have had heart attacks. 

Research in Wales has 
already found that deaths were 
reduced by 30 per cent among 
those eating two pieces of 


oily fish a week. 

Scientists believe that a 
chemical called Omega-3 may 
help prevent red blood cells 
from sticking together. It is also 
thought that this might help 
prevent joint inflammation in 
people with arthritis. 

There have been calls on the 
public to eat more oily fish to 
combat depression, too (DN 


July). 
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to be missed. 


Wembley Exhibition Centre, 
London 


Chemical discovery 


Scientists in Canada have dis- 
covered how a vital chemical 
works within cells, leading to 
hopes of new treatments for 
rheumatoid arthritis, Crohn’s 
disease, multiple sclerosis, 
AIDS and diabetes. 

A team led by’ Dr James 
Woodgett, head of experimen- 
tal therapeutics at Princess 
Margaret Hospital’s Ontario 


Cancer Institute, found that a 
gene called GSK-3B is crucial in 
controlling the immune system 
within cells. It influences the 
activity of a protein called NF- 
kB, which is one of a number of 
master proteins regulating the 
immune system. 

Dr Woodgett said: “We have 
a wonderful opportunity to 
take this completely new dis- 


covery from the laboratory and 
possibly move it to the bedside, 
in the form of new therapeutic 
approaches to diseases.” 

Co-author of the paper 
Klaus Hauflich said: “We found 
that GSK-3B actually controls 
NF-kB’s ability to determine 
the fate of cells. In effect, we 
have found a new way to con- 
trol the immune system.” 


Vegetative state ki 


A brain injury hospital is to 
market a kit which identifies 
patients wrongly diagnosed 
as being in a vegetative state 
(VS). 

Of 40 people referred to 
London’s Royal Hospital for 
Neuro Disability (RHN) with a 
diagnosis of VS, 43 per cent 
had been misdiagnosed, the 
hospital found using a kit 
called SMART. 

The kit involves assessing 
movement, communication, 
wakefulness and the five senses. 
It has been developed at the 
RHN over ten years. 

People in VS are not aware 
of their surroundings, whereas 
those misdiagnosed are. 


One such patient said: “I 
had had eight years of isola- 
tion, hearing everything that 
was being said around me, 
but I just couldn’t make 
anyone understand what | 
wanted.” 

Dr Keith Andrews of the 
RHN called on other hospitals 
to use the kit which could 
identify people able to commu- 
their needs while 
remaining severely disabled. 

He said: “It’s important for 
quality of life if we can get 
them to a social level where 
they make decisions about 
what they want to wear, what 
music they want to listen to 
and who they want to see.” 
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www.independentlivingevents.co.uk 


@ See 100’s of products from 100’s of manufacturers 
@ Try them out in a relaxed atmosphere 

@ Compare prices and get the best deals 

@ All in an easy and accessible environment. 
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Enjoy a great day out and discover the latest products to help make life 
easier. All the leading manufacturers will be there, offering you great 
choice and service and many special deals. Consult with the experts 
and find the best product to suit your needs. 
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t | Eye growth 


US doctors have grown eye tis- 
sue and transplanted it into 
blind people’s eyes. 

Professor Ivan Schwab of the 
University of California at 
Davis and colleagues took 
cornea cells from the healthy 
eye of patients or from relatives. 

They used them to grow tis- 
sue containing stem cells — 
mother cells which can grow 
into other types of tissue. 

Six people, three blind, 
received transplants. With 
five of them the transplant 
survived. 

Professor Schwab said that, 
while few of the patients 
regained full sight, this was 
because recipients often had 
other conditions. 
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10 News review 


DN gives a round-up of some of the disability stories that have appeared in the media over the past few weeks 


Resuscitation call 


Junior doctors must not decide 
to allow patients to die without 
senior support, the British 
Medical Association (BMA) 
has said. 

At its annual representative 
the BMA 


pledged to consider whether 


meeting also 
compulsory written consent 
allowing “do not resuscitate” 
DNR) orders should be 
required from the patient. 

[he move came after the 
meeting heard that junior 
doctors were pressurized by 


The BBC has defended itself 


over police criticism of a 


programme on care home 
standards. 

Kent Police was taking legal 
advice as DN went to press to 
see if it could get back some of 
the £50,000 it spent on an 
investigation which followed 
MacIntyre Undercover, pre- 
sented by undercover reporter 
Donal MacIntyre. 

The programme appeared to 
show unacceptable treatment 
of people with learning disabil- 
ities at the Brompton Home in 
Gillingham. 

But 


through 41 hours of untrans- 


after police went 


mitted footage detectives 


decided there were few 


grounds for action. 
A spokesperson for the force 


nurses into issuing IYNR orders. 

GP registrar Alex Freeman 
said: “Far too many DNR deci- 
sions are made by unsupervised 
junior doctors.” 

Worries about DNR came to 
the fore in May after a 67-year- 
old cancer patient only found 
out that DNR had been written 
in her medical notes once she 
had left hospital. Jill Baker of 
Portsmouth had not discussed 
this with her doctor. 

The meeting also decided 
that age discrimination should 


C counters criticism 


said: “When we started out we 
expected from what we had seen 
to be able to charge some people 
with substantial offences, but by 
the end the result was two cau- 
tions for minor assault.” 

The police force was also 
writing to the Broadcasting 
Standards Commission, criti- 
cising the programme. 

But a spokesperson for the 
BBC said: “The BBC stands by 
this MacIntyre Undercover pro- 
gramme. The decision to 
launch a criminal investigation 
was one that was taken by Kent 
Police. We set out to highlight a 
social concern.” 

The BBC and MacIntyre are 
taking 
about allegations made by the 


also legal advice 
police and a Sunday newspaper 


Over the programme. 


be tackled in the NHS. 

Sally Greengross, director 

general of Age Concern 
England, said: “We are 
delighted that the BMA has 
taken up the issue of resuscita- 
tion. Older people are being 
‘written off’ as we speak. Now 
it is time to take steps to chal- 
lenge age discrimination.” 
DN is supporting BCODP’s 
research into DNR (DN, July). 
Send comments to BCODP, 
Litchurch Plaza, Litchurch 
Lane, Derby DE24 8AA. 


Vaccine news 


Campaigners have welcomed 
the Government’s decision to 
pay extra compensation to chil- 
dren who become disabled after 
routine vaccinations. 

One-off payments to newly 
disabled children will more 
than double to £100,000, while 
over 900 children who received 
payments of £10-40,000 under a 
system set up in 1979 will get 
lump sums of up to £67,000. 
The degree of disability qualify- 
ing children for payment will be 
relaxed from 80 to 60 per cent. 

Anne Coote, founder of 
Justice Awareness Basic Support 
(JABS), said: “This decision is a 
step forward, but we don’t feel it 
Kas gone far enough. There are 
still a lot of children who won’t 
qualify even though they were 
damaged by vaccines.” 


The Queen’s birthday brought 
more honours to people work- 
ing in the area of disability. 

John Wall CBE, chairman of 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind, becomes a knight, 
and Deirdre Fordham, recently 
retired from the Disability 
Policy Division of the 
Department for Education and 
Employment, gets a CBE. 

An OBE goes to Sarah 
Langton-Lockton of the Centre 
for Accessible Environments, 
Laura Read of Deafblind UK 
and “Su “Sayer of “United 
Response. Others receiving 
OBEs are Patricia Bennett of 
Disability Sport England for 
services to swimming, Wendy 
Crockett, special education 


The write stuff: Richard Gallagher, 11, who was born without | 
arms, won the special needs category of the Parker Prize handwrit- 
ing competition in June. He controlls a pen with a prosthetic. 


Honours in disability field 


needs coordinator at Alderman 
Blaxill School in Colchester, | 
and Elizabeth Seddon of | 
Elmtree School, Chesham, | 
Buckinghamshire, for special | 


needs education. : 
Thirty-five people in the | 
field receive MBEs. They 
include Jane Campbell of 
the National Centre for | 
Independent Living who is a | 
member of the Disability | 
Rights Commission, Valerie | 
Wood-Gaiger, founder of the | 
Countrywide Workshops 
Charitable Trust, 
Howard of the travel informa- | 


Brian 


tion charity Tripscope, and | 
David Phillips of Holiday Care 
for his work with the Dome’s 


| an ELAP 
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® Simply replaces your 
original car seat 

® Specifically designed for 
2 or 4 door vehicles 


® Easy to install 


® Original seat may be 
refitted when required 


Freedom and 
| Mobility with 


rotating car seat 


=} ENGINEERING 
~ LIMITED Dept DN 


MAKES ENTERING AND 
LEAVING YOUR CAR EASY! 


ELAP 


THE ROTATING CAR SEAT PEOPLE 


" Fort Street, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 |QG 
Fax: 01254 389992" E-mail: mail@elap.co.uk Web: www.elap.co.uk 


TEL: 01254 871599 FOR MORE INFORMATION & FREE VIDEO 
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The Montana Accessible People Carrier 


High quality with easy access & excellent visibility for the 
wheelchair user. 
4 or 5 luxury seats plus a generous wheelchair space. 


Standard features include: 


Options include: 
Automatic transmission 


tallic paint 
aii seat 
Air suspension 


We also convert other models 
including Mercedes Benz, 
Volkswagen, Peugeot & Ford. 


Used vehicles? Yes, various 
models from £3,000 - £15,000 
all with full service, MOT & 
warranty. 


Low floor & lightweight ramp 
Air conditioning 
Electric windows 
and mirrors 
Central locking 
Tinted windows 
Power steering 


For further details please ring David or Paul on 


01626 853050 


| 
advisory group on accessibility. | 


Education costs 


New statistics revealing the 
high costs of educating increas- 
ing numbers of children with 
special needs in mainstream 
schools have led to calls for a_ 
national inquiry. : 

A report* by John Marks at 
the Centre for Policy Studies, 
published in June, found that 
one in five children in main- 
stream schools is now on a 
special needs register. This is 
twice as many as ten years 
ago and costs an estimated | 
£7.1bn a year. : 

In a letter to The Times 
newspaper Joanne Rule, chief 
executive of the British Dyslexia 
Association, said she supported — 
an inquiry into special needs 
funding. 

“Previous studies have con-— 
centrated on reducing overall | 
budgets by capping provision 
rather than investigating the 
most cost-effective approaches — 
to reducing need,” she said. 
“What Are Special Educational _ 
Needs? An Analysis of a New 
Growth Industry, £7.50, tel: 
020 7222 4488. 
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New research shows that black and Asian 
disabled people are “doubly invisible”. 
Sally Brown investigates 


A new report by Coventry 
University and the Council of 
Disabled People (CDP) in 
Warwickshire shows that black 
and Asian disabled people face 
a double exclusion from the 
services they need. 

Double Invisibility* found 
that many black and Asian dis- 
abled people feel excluded by 
| local authorities and charities 
because these are predom- 
inantly run by white and 
middle-class people. 

At the same time, many also 
feel excluded from their own 
community groups, which 
tend not to cater for disabled 
members. 
Maureen Hirsch, report co- 
-author and senior lecturer 
in sociology at Coventry 
University, believes the problem 
is mationwide. “Greater 
London Action on Disability 


‘Service providers still 
don’t recognise that the 
cultural needs of black 
disabled people may be 

different to those of 
white disabled people’ 


carried out a survey which had 
‘similar findings, 
enough to suggest that this is a 
widespread phenomenon.” 

As part of Double Invis- 
ibility, Warwickshire CDP 
organised a conference of black 
disabled service users and pro- 
fessionals. A national forum for 
black disabled people was set 
up to campaign for more rele- 
vant service provision. 

Martin Banton, worker at 
Warwickshire CDP’s Black 
Disability Action group and co- 
author of Double Invisibility, 
says: “It has taken five years of 
campaigning to reach this 
point. Service providers still 
don’t recognise that the cultural 
needs of black disabled people 
may be different to those of 
white disabled people.” 

The Double Invisibility 
report surveyed 180 black or 
Asian disabled people living in 
Warwickshire and found they 
were not getting the services 
they required from mainstream 
statutory health, employment 
and social services. 

Sajida Bashir, commission- 
ing project officer of the Black 
Community Disability Project 
for children with learning 
difficulties in Sheffield, has 
found similar problems. For 
example, many Asian disabled 
people and their families are 
not getting respite or day care 
as they are unable to attend 
mixed-sex centres on religious 
or cultural grounds and single- 


sex provision is not available. 

She says: “Service providers 
then interpret the low take-up 
as a lack of interest, when real- | 
ly it’s because the service is ’ 
inappropriate.” . 

The Sathi Project, west 
London, was set up to provide 
advocacy and ensure Asian 
families of disabled children 
have access to services. 

“People who can put their 
case forward better seem to get 
better services — that would 
require English as a first lan- 
guage and some knowledge of 
those services,” says project co- 
ordinator Avan Engineer. 

Lack of access to informa- 
tion about services also means 
many Asian disabled people 
struggle on low incomes or are 
dependent on their families. 

Other problems include 
inappropriate use of family 
members as interpreters and a 
lack of guidelines for home vis- 
itors on culturally sensitive 
behaviour. Careworkers may 
not always be aware of the reli- 
gious needs of Hindus, for 
example, who are not supposed 
to eat before bathing, or 


JIM WINSLETTE 
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Seldom seen: A rare example of a “visible” black disabled person 
Dave Crow] (centre front) at a recent Scope campaign launch 


ouble whammy 


The Sense Black and Asian 
Family Network was set up fol- 
lowing an external audit aimed 
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at improving the charity’s 
accessibility to people from 
ethnic minority backgrounds. 

The Double Invisibility 
research also found that many 
black and Asian people are 
“invisible” in their own com- 
munities. 

“Many Afro-Caribbean and 
Asian groups largely ignored 
the needs of disabled people 
within their own communities 
because of the stigma of disabil- 
ity,” says Maureen Hirsch. 

Sajida Bashir agrees: “Dis- 
ability does carry a stigma.in 
some communities. It is often 
looked down on.” 

Whatever the reasons for 
the exclusion of black and 
Asian people, action to meet 
their needs is long overdue, 
they believe. 

It seems that until organisa- 
tions — black and white, statu- 
tory and voluntary — set their 


{ 


houses in order, disabled people 
— from ethnic minority back- 
grounds will continue to 
struggle without access to the 


recently » 


Muslims, who must be able to 
pray several times a day. 
According to Maureen 
Hirsch, this lack of awareness 
can also be found in charities. 
“One well-known mental 
health organisation’s local 
branch told our researchers 
that ‘black people have the 
same needs as white’. That 
kind of colour-blind approach 


Disability equality consul- 
tant Sid Jeewa, author of a 
Scope report on ethnicity and 
disability**, believes disability 
charities should take steps 
to avoid “institutionalised 
racism”. He argues that organi- 
sations like Scope should posi- 
tively promote access to their 
services among disabled people 
from ethnic minority groups. 


work going on at local level 
regarding black disability 
issues,” he says. “But there is no 
formal commitment at the top. 
An organisation that should be 
representing all disabled people 
is actually excluding some peo- 
ple because of this.” 

Deafblind charity Sense has 
tried to address the problem. 


financial, social and health 
services they urgently require. 

* £5, Council of Disabled 
People, Room 6, Koco Building, 
The Arches Industrial Estate, 
Spon End, Coventry. 

** Ethnicity, Disability and 
Scope — the Case for Embracing 
Disability Issues, October 1998, 
tel: 020 7619 7340. 


still exists.” “To be fair to Scope, there is 
Asian Disability Network Bradford, tel: 01274 224444. 

Asian People’s Disability Alliance, tel: 020 8961 6773. 

Black Community Disability Project, Sheffield, tel: 0114 273 5141. 
Black Disability Action, Council of Disabled People, Room 6, 
Koco Building, The Arches Industrial Estate, Spon End, 
Coventry, Warwickshire, tel: 02476 675802, 
banton@memail.com 

Sathi Project, tel: 020 8572 6812. 

For details of Language Line (a phone interpreting service for 
statutory and voluntary organisations), call the Scope helpline, 
tel: 0808 800 3333. 

Sense Black and Asian Family Network, tel: 020 7272 7774. 


e-mail: 


SCOOTERS 
& PEOPLE. 


Wheelchair, electric 
wheelchair & 
electric scooter lifts. 


Electric Person Lift 
Fits any vehicle 


PHONE FREE 


0800 214 045 


Milford Lane, Bakewell Derbyshire DE45 1DX Tel: 01629 813493, Fax: 01629 814725 
Email: info@autochair.co.uk Web: www.autochair.co.uk 


Tow bar 
Mounted Carrier 


Automatic 
wheelchair carrier 


1 CLIFTON ROAD : 

HALESOWEN Yl | LTD 
West MIDLANDS 

B62 9HB “er te 


TEL: 0121 561 1015 Fax: 0121 602 2889 
E-MAIL: mailbox@ability2.fsbusiness.co.uk 
MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 
¢ Extreme comfort 
oY | By * Excellent posture support 
Cana! ¢ Power driven/Self-propelling 
¢ Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
¢ Fully reclining back rest 
* Elevating leg rests 
* Paediatric and adult sizes 
¢ Built in pressure relief 
¢ Tailored to your 
requirements 
* Full range of adaptations 
* Pommel, thoracic support 
headrests 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


Fewest 
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Junior athletes | S0!e's get 
topple records 


The rain came down in 
Blackpool at the Disability 
Sport England BT National 
Junior Athletics, 1-2 July, but it 
wasn’t enough to dampen the 
competitors’ enthusiasm. 

The conditions didn’t help 
the 300 athletes aged 12-20, but 
good performances meant 34 


national records were smashed. 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Among the best Rea 
were Sarah Loughran, who 
broke national records in the 
100m and 200m; Michelle 
Lewis in the 1500m and 2000m; 
Joe Myers in the 100m and 


‘200m; Lloyd Upsdell, who set a 


new national record in the 
200m; and Brian Alldis in the 
1500m. 


Recordbreaker: Lloyd Upsdell who set a new national 200m record 


bil 


Star Support 


International golfer Nick Faldo 
hosted a special clinic for mem- 
bers of the English Blind Golf 
Association (EBGA) at Chart 
Hills Golf Club, Biddenden, 
Kent, on 3 July. 

Faldo, who is a patron of the 
EBCA, passed on tips and 
techniques to six of the 
country’s top blind golfers and 
their sighted caddies, as well 
six budding blind 
youngsters. 

e Blind golfer Jeremy Cookson 
from Hedge End, Hampshire, 
won both thé Chairman’s Cup 
on 18 June and the English 
Strokeplay Championship, 29- 
30 June, in his first full season 
with the EBGA. 

For more information about the 
association, write to EBGA, 99 
St Barnabas Road, Woodford 
Green, Essex IGS 7BT, tel/ 
fax: 020 8505 2085, e-mail: 
enquiries@blindgolf.co.uk, 
website: www.blindgolf.co.uk 
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Wonderful necks: The Liverpool International Road Race on 
Wheels takes place on 30 July. Disabled and non-disabled competi- | 


i 


tors, including Paralympic athlete Tanni Grey-Thompson (above | 


vERPdO4 emu ou 
RACE ON WHEELS 
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right), will take part in five fun rides. Tel: 0151 733 7255. 


GB’s swimming smash 


Great Britain’s swimmers pro- 
duced an emphatic perfor- 
mance in the BT Five Nations 
Challenge swimming event in 
Sheffield in June. 

The British squad claimed 
an outstanding 19,481 points 
from 20 events, beating the 
Australians’ 18,296. Each 
country sent ten swimmers. 

World records fell to Emma 


Mounkley (Stockport) in the 
S14 50m butterfly and 50m 
freestyle; David Roberts 
Pontypridd) in the $7 100m 
freestyle; > Danielle® Watts 
Alton) in the $2 50m back- 
stroke; James Anderson 
Broxburn) in the $2 50m back- 
strokes sanduajames U@risp 
Nottingham) in the $9 100m 
backstroke. 
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Compact & discreet 
Fits any size bed 


Ultra quiet operation 


standards 


The new serena Pillow Lift from Mountway will gently 
lift and lower you into the ideal position for sleeping, 
resting and watching television — as well as providing 


help for getting in and out of bed. 


limited 
introductory 


offer 


\ 10% off 


Lightweight and portable 
Easy to install 
Lifts a person of up to 2112 stone 


Value for money 


Call now for more details 


Tel: 01495 718000 


Texas golds 


A British ex-services team won 


19 golds at the 20th annual | 


Paralysed Veterans of America 


Wheelchair Games in Texas, 1- | 


10 July, in which Puerto Rico 
also participated. Great Britain 
came second. For more details, 
contact Edwin Thomas, tel: 
01326 318780. 


Upcoming 


events 


Youth sport: The final of the 
BAA Millennium Youth 
Games, including disabled 
competitors, takes place 17- 
20 August in Southampton. 
Over 7,000 11-15-year-olds 
are expected to take part in 
events including athletics, 
basketball, football and 
hockey. For more details, 
tel: 020 7273 1592. 


Clay pigeon shooting: The 
Kibworth Championships 
take place on 5 August at 
Kibworth, Leicestershire. 
Tel: 01788 890219. For 
details of the Clay Pigeon 
Shooting Association Dis- 
abled Shooters Group, tel: 
01949 843152 after 10am. 


Chess: The Ron Banwell 
MSO Masters, including dis- 
abled players, takes place in 
London, 20-28 August. Get 
further details from the 
London Chess Association, 
MSO, 51 Borough Way, 
Potters Bar EN6 3HA. 


Investigation 13 


Are you angry about 


access? The Part M 
building regulation 
review could be a 
chance to change 
things, says Rod 
Hermeston 


| Disability groups are getting 
very excited about the letter M 
at the moment. 

That, ‘is, because. the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment, Transport and- the 
Regions is beginning a review 
of Part M of the Building 
Regulations. Part M sets 
out minimum standards for 
disability access features like 
ramps and disabled toilets in 
new buildings and extensions 
in existing buildings. The 
review covers buildings other 
than houses. 

A survey out to 
disability groups and individu- 
- als in June asks how Part M 
, should be changed. 

Even though we now have 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA), Part M is still 
- important because it looks set 

to be a benchmark for stan- 
dards, says Marie Pye, joint 
head of policy at the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC). 

The DDA will require 
service providers to make rea- 
sonable physical changes to 
‘buildings by 2004. The DRC is 
currently consulting on a code 
of practice for this. 

Pye says: “It is likely build- 
ings will be considered to be 
reasonable in terms of the DDA 
‘if they conformed to Part M of 
the Building Regulations at the 
time they were built.” 

But campaigners agree that 
Part M is inadequate at the 
moment. 

For a start, its definition of 
disability is too narrow, focus- 
ing on wheelchair users, those 
with walking problems, and 
people with visual and hearing 


sent 


impairments. 

Alun Francis, access officer 
at disability charity RADAR, 
says: “It should include all dis- 
abled people.” 

RADAR also wants Part M 
to cover all buildings. While it 
was extended to new dwellings 
in 1999 — it had previously cov- 
ered only new non-domestic 
premises — it still does not 
apply to existing buildings. 

Nor does it cover things like 
lighting, tactile surfaces, colour 
contrast, way finding such as 
signage, or external features 
like car parks. Campaigners say 
it should. 

And they want Part M to 
reflect other building standards, 
too. 

The British Standards 
Institute (BSI) is developing new 
optional standards for buildings 
based on research carried out 


Building a better future 


New dimension: James Hallam tests his reach for RFA research 


by the design consultancy 
Robert Feeney Associates (RFA) 
between 1996 and 1999. RFA’s 
research involved disabled peo- 
ple using ramps, stairs, toilets, 
doorways and bathrooms. 
Trials involving up to 300 peo- 
ple per test used ergonomic 
research techniques to measure 
characteristics like reach, space 
and movement. 

Feeney says: -The-prime 
object was to fill in the gaps 
knowledge about 
the requirements of disabled 
people.” 


in our 


dhe) eresearch pwililiditell 
designers what percentage of 
people they are designing for by 
choosing a particular standard 
for a feature, such as the steep- 
ness of a ramp. 

Francis says: “We want to see 
the BSI dimensions going into 
both Part M and the code of 
practice for 2004 under the 
DDA.” 

Such consistency would 
reduce the risk of people wrig- 
gling out of DDA cases by meet- 
ing a lower Part M standard. 

At the moment there are 


3 stones up to 50 stones carrying capacity! 


All Aldersley Excel Powerchairs have 
suspension for comfort and are 
specially built and customised 
to suit the individual client, 
including Chevron tyres for 
rougher terrain. 


Only available direct from 

B dere ey Battery Chairs Ltd 
New Cross Street 
Wednesbury 

West Midlands WS10 7ST 
Tel: 0121 568 8999 


Fax: 0121 568 8868 
www.aldersleyexcel.co.uk 


UK mainland supply only 
1 Please send details of the Aldersley Excel Range 
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problems with the way Part M 
is implemented because build- 
ing inspectors are making their 
own interpretations of what 
meets the regulations. 

Michael Page, principal dis- 
ability consultant with the 
Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People’s Disability 
Consultancy Service, says: “We 
see ramps that are too steep. 
We see handrails not given 
proper consideration, 
wheelchair-accessible toilets 
where you cannot get the 
wheelchair in.” 

What has really got disabled 
people cross about the Part M 
consultation is the question- 


and 


Should Part M include signage? 


naire asking them to rank 
access features such as accessi- 
ble toilets, bedrooms and 
restaurants (DN, July). The 
Government says this is to find 
out people’s priorities for exist- 
ing buildings where not every- 
thing can be done. 


SLEEPBETTA BEDS can give 
proven relief to a wide range of 
distressing conditions such as: 
ARTHRITIS, RHEUMATISM, 
BACK PAIN, SWOLEN ANKLES, 
BREATHING DIFFICULTIES, 
CIRCULATION PROBLEMS 

& many other ailments. 
SLEEPBETTA BEDS are British 
made from the finest materials and 
each is guaranteed for AT LEAST 


FIVE YEARS. All sizes are available 


or can be made-to-measure. 
. *Optional full 


body massage 


PHONE US 
full colour a <> 


4 } 
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800 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www. saints co.uk 


But architect and wheelchair 
user Andrew Walker says: “If a 
non-disabled person was asked 
what was more important, a 
door or a bathroom, they 
would think ‘What planet are 
these people on?’” 

So there are areas of con- 
tention. There is also doubt 
about whether we need Part M 
as a separate document at all. 

Walker says: “The whole 
thing is ridiculous. It is like 
reading something out of 
another age. It should be inte- 
grated into the main regula- 
tions as with Scotland, so that 
we are not seen as something 
special.” 

Tim Pope, policy 
administration supervisor at 
the Joint Mobility Unit, says: 
“Perhaps what we should have 
is guidance on best practice 
which can evolve easily over 
time, because we will not get 
another chance to review this 
for ten years.” 

The Government seems to be 
serious about taking the views 
of disabled people on board. It 


and 


has announced a special com- 
mittee to advise on disability 
access to buildings (see news). 
But campaigners will be 
busy trying to ensure that 
whatever form Part M takes, it 
reflects the needs of disabled 
people. 
Part M consultation, tel: 020 
7485 6275. Closes 31 August. 
DDA consultation, tel: 08457 
622633. Closes § August. 
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One extreme, not the other |Riding hig 


It is far better to put up with over-the-top political correctness 
than to swing the other way, says writer Allan Sutherland 


f there’s one subject that 
makes the average reac- 


tionary old fart splutter 
into his bedtime cocoa, it’s 
political correctness. All those 
imaginary loony-left councils 
where nobody is allowed to 
drink racist white coffee, the 
libraries are full of herstory 
books and the guy with a can 
of Tennants in his hand isn’t 
drunk, just sobriety-deprived. 

[ mention these nonsenses 
because PC is back in the news, 
with a disability spin. Walsall 
job centre told two businessmen 
not to advertise for 
“hardworking and enthusiastic” 
staff, as the terms could breach 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA). Bit over the top 
maybe? Well, perhaps. But the 


story got major coverage in the 
Sun and Mirror among others. 

Employment Secretary David 
Blunkett intervened personally, 
showing the Government’s 
tendency to jump on any 
passing bandwagon. (You know 
how it is: you wait all year fora 
bandwagon, and then three 
come along at once.) 

But we’ve never really had a 
problem with political 
correctness. I’ve been told off, 
humorously but firmly, while 
doing some photocopying at 
Camden Council, for saying 
“master copies” when I should 
have said “top copies” or 
“originals”. There used to be 
quite a lot of that sort of stuff 
around. But even when such 
extremity was at its height, we 
never had anything like the 
situation in some US 
universities, where academics 
could be fired if student bullies 
took umbrage. 

It’s a phoney issue, kept alive 
by the kind of Daily Telegraph 
reader who makes Hitler look 
like a mad liberal, and tabloid 
journalists too lazy to come up 
with stories that deal with 


anything serious. 

You have to remember that 
anyone who attacks political 
correctness is defending 
discrimination. Issues like 
racism, sexism and 
discrimination against disabled 
people are important. It’s not 
the people who get a touch over- 
earnest we have to worry about; 
it’s the bigots who attack those 
who try to get things right. 

In the Walsall case, job 
centre boss Jonathan Steve was 
quoted, in a hostile Mirror 
article, as saying “one person’s 
interpretation of ‘hardworking 
and enthusiastic’ might be open 
to debate. The words should be 
specific not subjective so we 
match the best jobseeker to the 
job.” That’s good practice, and 
I think David Blunkett should 
have had the guts to defend it. 

It’s no coincidence that we 
get this story just as the DDA is 
starting to bite. I think we’re 
going to see a lot of attacks on 
the DDA by people who want 
to keep discriminating. 

Many of us fought hard for 
the DDA. Now we have to fight 
to protect it. 


Michael Welch is so 
pleased he got back 
ona bike 


- used to love cycling. When 

I was about 20, however, my 
._ balance began to deterio- 
rate with the onset of cerebellar 
ataxia. I’m now 40 and use a 
wheelchair about half the time. 

I had always hankered to get 
back into the saddle. About 
three years ago, I heard about a 
scheme run in Bushy Park, near 
Hampton Court, called 
Companion Cycling. Adapted 
bikes are loaned to disabled 
people who are then piloted 
through this lovely park by a 
companion. I really enjoyed it, 
but as the park is about 15 
miles away, my visits had to be 
very occasional. 

Then I met someone who 
races tricycles and I bought one 
from him. 

My father took it to my 
ground-floor flat in London, 


where I keep it locked up 
outside my kitchen window. 
I live in Pimlico which, 
fortunately, is nice and flat. 

My tricycle has really | 
improved my quality of life. : 
I work part-time ina ; 


government office about three- 
quarters of a mile away and 
cycle there. I can visit friends 
and do shopping (I can put 
quite a few groceries in the box 
on the back). There are also the 
benefits of fresh air, exercise and 
kindness to the environment. 
And it is amazing how it 
brings out the best in people. 
Rarely does a day pass without 
a good-natured comment from 
a pedestrian — even if it’s just a 
request for an ice cream cone! 


The cycling charity Sustrans opened its 5,000-mile National 
Cycle Network in June. See Out and about, DN, September. 
London Cycling Campaign, tel: 020 7928 7220. 

Companion Cycling, tel: 020 8979 2003. 
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Radio producer Mark Turnbull is not into 
“whingeing” about disability — he’s made 
his impression in other ways. Rod 
Hermeston went to talk to him 


ark Turnbull is a big 
_ bloke who has 
LY U1 achieved big things. 

Mark, who has been blind 

since birth, is a producer with 
‘BBC Radio Cleveland, where 
I meet him. He is also a recent 
president of the National 
Union of Journalists (NUJ). 

It was a role fora 
figurehead. “Or in my case a 
pisshead,” he jokes. 

Mark lists two of his 
interests as eating and drinking 
and uses the word “f**k” a lot. 

-Laddishness aside, it’s clear 
that every stone of him has a 
right to be there. 

His most recent coup was to 
be elected to the steering 
committee of the European 
Federation of Journalists 
(EFJ) in May. 

“It’s a bigger stage fora 
bigger man,” he quips. 

Asa producer for Radio 
Cleveland’s breakfast show, 
Mark, 37, has to ensure that he 


‘I see it is as my 
business to go out and 
tell schoolkids who have 
a disability what can be 
done, because | have 


‘not had my spirit cracked - 


by society’ 


is always aware of the next 
day’s news. It’s a pretty 
senior role. 

Yet his beginnings did not 
bode well. His dad left his 
mother Julia, a pub landlady, 
when he was just six weeks old; 
he was unable to cope with a 
blind child. 

“Mum brought me up on 
her own and was always 
prepared to back me,” he says. 
He still lives with her. 

An early love of radio led to 
broadcasting ambitions. 

“T love the way radio can 
take you away from the world 
you are in,” he says. 


TRUST 
Providing breaks for disabled 
poople and carers 


But careers teachers were 
negative about these ambitions. 

“So many opportunities are 
denied you and so many 
obstacles are put in your way 
because of prejudice,” he says. 

Even so, he went on to get 
training in print journalism 
from the Press Association 
and then did court and sports 
reporting. 

“T was always trying to avoid 
the stereotypes of basket 
weaving and piano tuning,” 
he explains. 

He would cover the major 
snooker and darts events using 
a TV. Braille shorthand at 120 
words a minute helped. 

It took him 11 years to get 
into radio. BBC Radio 
Cleveland discouraged him 
from applying for a job ten 
years ago because he could not 
drive, he says. 

So he confronted the station 
about this on one of its phone- 
in programmes. “I said: ‘I’m a 
good journalist. Why have you 
turned me down?’” 

Six months later the station 
offered him work using money 
from an equal opportunities 
budget. 

“The first day was bloody 
awful. Hardly anybody spoke 
to me. I went home and 
thought ‘I’m not working 
there’. But then I decided I’d 
show what I could do and 
started coming up with ideas 
for programmes.” 

Since then he has worked as 
a reporter, presenter and 
producer. 

His manager and another 
presenter were very supportive, 
helping to check his scripts. 

“T think I’ve proved myself 
and I work with a fantastic 
group of people,” he says. 

Mark is in a position to 
campaign for disabled people, 
but that is not entirely his 
style. He doesn’t like to hear 
disabled people “whingeing”. 

As he says: “I was denied 


Winged Fellowship Trust is Britain’s leading provider of 
holidays and planned breaks with care for people with 
physical disabilities. We have five purpose-built centres 


across the UK and also provide many exciting opportunities 
for travel worldwide as part of our New Discovery Holidays 


programme. 


For a brochure and price list, call us now on: 


0207833 2594 


ot write to The Winged Fellowship Trust, Angel House, 
20-32 Pentonville Road, London N1 9XD. 


Registered Charity No 295072 


Making his Mark 


RADIO CLEVELAND 


Bullish attitude: Mark Turnbull got his Radio Cleveland job “through determination not whingeing” 


access to the medium I loved 
for 11 years. I got here 
through determination not 
through whingeing. 
Whingeing is a state of 
hopelessness.” 

But before the entire 
disability movement starts 
reaching for its pen, he does 
believe in the right to equal 
opportunities, and let’s bear in 
mind what he actually does. 

“T see it as my business to go 
out and tell schoolkids who 
have a disability what can be 
done, because I have not had 


REMOTE CONTROL 
OF LIFT OPERATION 


my spirit cracked by society,” 
he says. 

In a recent programme he 
sent a reporter out ina 
wheelchair to show listeners 
what it is like. 

The determination that got 
him his job still fires him. As 
president of the NUJ between 
1998 and 1999, he travelled 
350,000 miles all over the 
world, talking about issues 
relevant to journalists. He 
believes in fairness and he 
opposes low pay and poor 
conditions for anybody. 


As far as his EFJ election is 
concerned, he says: “I’m 
hoping it will give me a 
European stage to show that 
blindness is no handicap.” 

But the main role of the EFJ 
is to tackle issues affecting 
journalists on a European level. 
It liaises with the European 
Parliament and Commission, 
for instance. 

What next for Mark? He’s 
unlikely to chain himself to any 
buildings, but he will be out 
there showing the world what 
can be done. 


e ELECTRIC OR ATTENDANT 
MODELS 


CAR BOOT REMAINS 
FREE FOR LUGGAGE 


_ * This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299 
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16 Mobility roadshow 


Nice exhibition, 
shame about the 
venue. That's 
Douglas Campbell's 
verdict on this year’s 
Mobility Roadshow 


t would be easy to fill the 
whole of DN with what 

4. there was to see at the 
Mobility Roadshow at 
Donington Park, Derby, in June. 


There was certainly 
something for every visitor. 
There was the tiny Canta (from 
£7,371, tel: 01484 683193), 

a huge articulated lorry and 
everything in-between. There 
were lifts, hoists and ramps. 
Wheelchairs and scooters had 
arrived by the truckload. 

Most importantly, there were 
lots of people only too happy 
to answer questions and discuss 
individual mobility problems. 

Getting to the show was 


easy, with permanent signposts 


Something for everyone 


that are much easier to follow 
than the smaller temporary 
sort. I didn’t see the congestion 
that always seems to plague the 
Crowthorne venue. 

The real problems arose after 
you arrived. Despite excellent 
help from the many drivers of 
accessible buses and a fleet of 
Chairman vehicles from 
Gowrings to move people 
across the area, the site was just 
too spread out. 

The indoor stands showing 
wheelchairs and some 
conversions were in one rather 
gloomy hall next to a much 
livelier information hall. 

The outdoor stands were in 
the paddock, which was 
spacious and welcoming, with 
people arranging test-drives in a 
range of vehicles. 

The distance between the two 
sections of the show was maybe 


Pretty in purr-ple: one of the Jaguars at the Jim Doran stand 


only 400m as the crow flies. The 
problem was that not many 
crows were visiting. 

The wind blew steadily 
across the actual route of 
around 700m. For anyone who 
walked slowly and for 
people in manual wheelchairs 
without a pusher this was at 
least 500m too far. 

I arrived early each day and 
parked on a hard surface, 
guided by superb stewards. 
Other visitors said they had to 
park on less suitable surfaces. 

The toilets were much more 
evenly located than at 
Crowthorne, and the queues 
seemed shorter. The catering 
also worked well. It could, of 
course, be that these aspects 
were easier because there were 


fewer visitors than usual. 

Now to the most important 
bit — the roadshow exhibits. 

Vauxhall was showing its 
brand-new Agila, a neat, five- 
door car with good potential 
for space at the back. What a 
pity it is only available with 


MS 


Unusual green: Maureen Appley tries out the new-style VW Beetle 


manual transmission. 
From £6,995 on the road, 
tel: 0800 731 5267. 

Autochair had its latest 
parking control device on show. 
Designed for ASDA, it has a 
firm but friendly voice 
reminding drivers they are 
using a space reserved for 
disabled customers. Let’s hope 
it works. Otherwise Autochair 
may need to develop my idea 


for a laser gun that destroys the 


offending cars! Autochair, 
tel: 01629 813493. 
Everywhere I looked I saw 
Renault Kangoos. Gowrings, 
Brotherwood and Constables 
all offer a variation of this 
van-style vehicle to carry a 


passenger in a wheelchair. I had | 


a ride in a Gowring conversion 
and was impressed with the 
ease of use and my comfort as 
a wheelchair passenger. 
£12,495, Gowrings, tel: 01635 
529500. Brotherwood, tel: 
01935 872603. Constables, 
tel: 01323 767574. 

Lodgesons and Reselco were 


both showing new infrared 
units to operate the lights and 
other auxiliary switches 
without you needing to take 
your hand off the steering ball. 
They were big improvements 
on the units made just a few 
years ago. Lodgesons, £443 
including installation, 

tel: 0800 052 0028. Reselco, 
£540 including installation, 
tel: 020 8847 4509. 

LVC Mobility was showing 
its Superdrive hand controls. 
The push-pull brake and 
accelerator are much neater 
than most, are remarkably 
cheap, and have a lifetime 
warranty if they are properly 
fitted, serviced and used. £185 
including fitting, 
tel: 01246 825423. 

Much interest was shown in 
the new Volkswagen Beetle, 
which was on show in a most 
unusual green. I find the retro- 
styling fascinating but highly 
impractical for modern driving. 
From £14,950, tel: 0800 711811. 

London Taxis International 
was displaying the latest model 
of the “black” cab — in brilliant 
yellow. It has a built-in folding 
ramp in place of the portabie 
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ramps that were so unpopular 
with cabbies, plus an extension 
in case there is no kerb. Why 
can’t more towns introduce this 
type of cab? It extends public 
transport to many more people. 
Tel: 024 7657 2000. 

Jim Doran attracted much 
attention on his stand with a 
pair of adapted Jaguars, one of 
which was available for test- 
drives. Tel: 024 7646 0833. 

I was surprised by the 
absence of Rover, supplier of 
cars to disabled people for many 


years. RAC Motoring Services, 
which provides breakdown 
recovery for the Motability fleet, 
was also absent, which sent out 
a puzzling message to disabled 
customers. 

The show is not just about 
equipment and advice; it’s also 
a fun day out for all the family. 
This year was no exception. 

Peugeot had demonstrations 
by experts from Kew Gardens 
and Home Front TV presenter 
Anne McKevitt, while Ford 
launched its MAGIC 


Meeting all customers’ needs 


Fiat inspired the first day of the Mobility 
Roadshow with a pledge to get disabled people 
mobile and independent. 

“We are convinced that not only is it 
extremely useful socially, but it is also consistent 

sh bret obey with the true vocation of a business,” Paolo 

Gun Cantarella, chief executive of Fiat SpA, told the 
Mobility for All conference, one of several Fiat is organising in 
Europe. “The more effectively we pursue our trade, the more 
capable we become in meeting our customers’ needs. All of our 
customers.” 

Fiat’s Autonomy programme, begun six years ago in Fiat 
Auto, now extends to its buses, trains, agricultural machinery, 
automotive systems and services, and the research centre. But Mr 
Cantarella pointed out that technology alone cannot produce an 
integrated and accessible transport system. He called for 


government support. 

“Mobility is no longer a minority issue that governments can 
ignore,” said Minister for Transport, Lord Macdonald of 
Tradeston. The proportion of older people is set to rise to 20-30 
per cent over the next 50 years, he said, and two-thirds of 
disabled people are elderly. The Government is “firmly on 
course” to make public transport accessible and is working with 
local authorities to promote barrier-free pedestrian facilities. 

Expert panel members Peter Barker (Royal National Institute 
for the Blind), Andrew Braddock (London Transport), Douglas 
Campbell (Disabled Drivers’ Association), Ann Frye 
(Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions) 
and Bert Massie (Disability Rights Commission) fielded 
questions from public transport providers and motoring 
organisations about such things as the cost of running rural 
transport, lack of regulation for vehicle adaptations and who 
pays for “cross-sector benefits”. But no other manufacturers 
were there. 

Later, Bert Massie said: “I’m pleased the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders was represented and I hope he takes 
the message back, because eventually someone has got to come 
up with a car that is designed for people and it will put the rest 
out of business.” 


Try that for size: a Vauxhall rep shows Doug Campbell the space in the back of the new Agila 


information service with a 
juggling magician. MAGIC, 
tel: 0800 240 241. 

The team on the RYA 
Sailability stand were ready to 
survive the next great flood 
with a fully-rigged dinghy 
publicising sailing for disabled 
people. Tel: 023 8062 7432. 

The Wonderful Wheels 
Exhibition on the Saturday was 
a display of interesting vehicles 
driven by disabled people, 
including motorbikes, cars and 
even a huge articulated truck. 
Particularly interesting was 
Peter Griffiths from Bristol 
with his Honda Fireblade 900 
motorcycle. 

Peter broke his back ten 


MARTIN JENKINSON 


It’s not all about cars: Lin Elder in the RYA Sailability’s dinghy 


years ago in a motorcycle 
accident but was determined to 
get back on a bike. He set 
about designing a stabilising 
system that would keep him 
upright when he came to a halt. 
He has spent the last four years 
perfecting a unique system to 
get the bike legal for road use, 
working along a similar design 
to aircraft landing equipment. 
The brakes and gear controls 
that are usually operated by 
foot have been moved to the 
handlebar, so with his feet 
securely fixed to quick-release 
footplates, Peter is able to ride 


the bike on the open road. 

This year’s show may have 
had its drawbacks, but 
everyone I met was enjoying 
their visit and getting the 
information they wanted. 

The next Mobility 
Roadshow is in Crowthorne, 
Berkshire, 15-17 June 2001. 
Watch this space. 

For further information on 
exhibitors, visit the website: 
www.justmobility.co.uk/ 
roadshow!exhibitors/index.htm 
Douglas Campbell is executive 
director of the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association. 


For more 
details and a 
FREE No 
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demonstration <=: 
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18 Your benefits 


a isability Living 

a Allowance (DLA) is the 
i main benefit designed 
to help with the extra costs of 
disability. 

It is paid irrespective of 
income or savings and whether 
or not you are working. It helps 
to level the playing field 
between disabled people and 
non-disabled people. 

DLA can be claimed from 
birth up until a person’s 65th 
birthday and you can go on 
getting it over 65 if you already 
have it. At the moment the 
mobility component of DLA 
can only be claimed from the 
age of four years and nine 
months, with payment from 
age five. From April 2001 the 
higher-rate mobility 
component will be payable for 
three and four-year-olds. 

DLA payments vary from 
£14.20 to £90.95 a week 
depending on the need for care 
and the nature of walking 
difficulty. DLA is not taxable 
and, because it is generally 
disregarded as income, it is paid 
in addition to, rather than being 
offset against, other benefits. 
Special rules apply to people in 
residential or nursing care. 

Let’s start by dispelling a few 
myths. You don’t have to be a 
wheelchair user to claim DLA 
and you needn’t have a carer 
living with you. It’s not a 


question of what help you 


Next Day 
Delivery 


Nationwide 
Sales & 
Service 


No Licence 
Required 


FREE Home 
Demonstration 


THE VISION OF 
TOMORROW ali De yours 


TODAY! 


~~ Kensington 


For FREE Mobility Advice 
or coloured brochure call... — -,ot®~ 


ANN or NICOLA now!! 


DLA gains: Maggie and John O’Keefe had been underclaiming DLA to the tune of £67.75 per week 
for a number of years. With Maggie now in receipt of the highest rate of the care component, she 
and John will benefit from the Disability Income Guarantee from April 2001. 


actually get, but of what help 
you reasonably need. 

The care component may be 
awarded if you need: 
@ help with “bodily functions”, 
such as seeing, walking and 
going to the toilet; 
e help in preparing a main 
meal if you are 16 or over; 
® supervision to avoid substan- 


tial danger to yourself or others. 


The higher-rate care 
component is paid to severely 
disabled people and is 
automatically awarded if death 
is expected within six months. 

The mobility component is 
generally payable to people 
who are unable or virtually 


01536 445888 
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unable to walk or who need 
guidance or supervision most 
of the time when using 
unfamiliar routes. It can also be 
payable in cases of severe 
sensory or mental impairment. 

There are three rates of the 
care component and two rates 
of the mobility component. 

Evidence suggests many 
disabled people could be getting 
less DLA than they are entitled 
to. Many people are afraid of 
losing what they already have by 
asking for a higher rate. If you 
are in doubt, seek advice. It is 
encouraging that about a third 
of reviews and half of DLA 
appeals are successful. 


Autumn Mobility LIMITED 


Entitlement to DLA may 
open the door to other support. 
For example, out-of-work 

parents with a disabled child 
getting a DLA care component 
of £14.20 could see a weekly 
increase in Income Support of 
£22.25 thanks to a disabled 
child premium. 

From October 2000, working 
parents on a low income will 
benefit from the addition of a 
disabled child’s allowance to 
the new Working Families’ Tax 
Credit. The new allowance will 
be worth £22.25 for each 
disabled child. If your existing 
award of Working Families’ 
Tax Credit comes up for 


Special 
Requirements... 


are our business. 
We specialise in the design 
and manufacture of 
shower cubicles, shower 
seats, safety handrails and 
access facilities to meet the 

_ needs of elderly or 
disabled persons, 
Manufactured to the 
highest quality standards 
and designed for ease of 
use, our bathroom 
products offer greater 
independence and privacy 
to the user. 


A free, no obligation, 
survey is offered. 


Autumn J 
Mobility We; 


LIMITED 


Autumn House, 

10-16 Shepherd Street, 
Royton, Oldham, 
Lancashire OL2 5PB 


Telephone: 0161 652 8996 
Facsimile: 0161 633 1552 
All email enquiries to: 


KartaBull@netcentral.co.uk 


The who, when and how of DLA 


Over 50 per cent of people who should be receiving the care component of Disability Living 
Allowance are not claiming it, says Mike Hurdiss, as he starts a new five-part benefits series 


renewal before then and you 
have a disabled child, it may be 
worth getting advice to see if 
you should delay your claim. 

A disabled person living 
alone and getting the middle 
rate of the care component 
could see an Income Support 
increase of £40.20, with the 
payment of a severe disability 
premium, provided no one 
receives Invalid Care Allowance 
for caring for them. The overall 
effect of a DLA award in such 
cases can sometimes be a 
doubling of weekly income. 

From April 2001, receipt of 
the highest rate of the DLA care 
component will allow severely 
disabled children and adults to 
benefit from the new Disability 
Income Guarantee. The parents 
of severely disabled children and 
severely disabled adults who 
receive means-tested benefits 
such as Income Support will see 
a weekly increase of £5.75 
(£8.30 for a couple). 

For disabled people thinking 
of entering work, receipt of 
DLA may be the key to gaining 
the new Disabled Person’s Tax 
Credit and/or retaining some 
entitlement to housing and 
council tax benefits. 

Getting DLA often makes 
extra support available, such as 
access to a vehicle through the 
Motability scheme, and 
increased financial support via 
the Disabled Facilities Grant. 

You can claim DLA by filling 
in leaflet DS704, available from 
post offices and social security 
offices. You will be sent form 
DLAI to complete, giving 
details of your needs. Some 
people may have a medical 
examination. Claim packs are 
also available from the Benefits 
Enquiry Line, tel: 0800 882200. 
Mike Hurdiss is a benefits policy 
officer at Scope. He cannot enter 
into individual correspondence. 


e You can get benefits infor- 
mation from Citizen’s Advice 
Bureaux. Tel: 020 7833 2181 
to find your nearest one. 

e Factsheets are available on 
the Department of Social 
Security, National 
Association of Citizen’s 
Advice Bureaux and 
Disability Alliance websites: 
www.dss.gov.uk; 
www.adviceguide.org.uk; 
www.disabilityalliance.org 

e The DLA Guide and 
Checklist, £3.50, is available, 
post free, from the Disability 
Alliance, Publications, 
Universal House, 88-94 
Wentworth Street, 

London E1 7SA. 
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With great Motability 
offers and no advance 
payment, theyre even 
easier to get into. 


SOotability’ 


It’s not just the design considerations that make the Charade and the Grand Move more accessible. They're also fantastic 
value for money, especially with Daihatsu’s Motability Scheme. There’s no advance payment - and that’s just for starters. 
So to get the full benefits of Daihatsu’s generous Motability offer, get into your local dealership — or call for more information. 


Z ; Zee 


Motability finance available to qualified customers only and subject to availability from participating dealers only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Motability advance payment valid for vehicles ordered by 30/09/2000. 
*This is a registered trademark of Motability, a registered charity. No: 299745 


Title: Initial: _ ~~ Surname: Address: 
Post Code: 
Home tel: Work tel: E-mail: 
Please return to: Daihatsu Information Service, FREEPOST HR109, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HRS 7BR. Daihatsu Vehicle Distributors Limited or our subsidiaries may 
wish to keep you informed of our products and services. If you would prefer not to receive this information please tick the box. O aah 
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The Bekker Kangoo 

has been approved 

by the VCA and has 
received the prestigious 
‘Accord Technique’ from 
~Renault SA, France. 
The Bekker Kangoo, 
your economic choice 
for versatile and 
independent mobility. 


Ideal for you and your oe rts the 
maximum space available for your electric 


ste) Che key 


Based on the Kangoo 1.2 RN LHD seating 2+wheelchair passenger. 


wheelchair or scooter. 


Bekker Kangoo Sprint 


How 1s it possible to get all that shopping, the 
wheelchair or the pram into one car, as well 
as the family without buying a bus? With the 
Bekker Kangoo Sprint you can. 


ZO, 9U9O 


Based on the Kangoo 1.4 RN, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Bekker Kangoo 


Driving the long distance to care centre, as 


well as your daily runs can be a punishment 
on your resources. The quiet 1.9 diesel engine 
of the Marathon can ease the pain. 


Pll OC Sine: 


Based on the Kangoo 1.9D RN, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Bekker Kangoo 


If you want the luxury and equipment of an 


expensive car, but do not want to pay the 
price, the Executive is for you. All the major 
function controls are at finger tips’ length. 


£11.938°° 


Based on the Kangoo 1.4 RXE, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Optional Extras + Electro-hydraulic kneeling system wi 
¢ Alloy wheels £327 « Air conditioning £887 * ABS £339 ¢ Han 


th 12” folding ramp £798 ¢ Automatic gearbox £998 
d controls £235 ¢ Steering knob £21 * Easy hand brake £45 


Delivery charges and number plates £340. For non-disabled application VAT and Road Tax. 


Immovable Mobility 

The revolutionary Bekker Tie-down 
system. Secures any wheelchair in any 
vehicle conversion. Klick-And-Go, no 
belts, no reaching. Also for self-drive. 


Prices start from FOQ500_ 


Add freedom to your wheelchair 
The Flying Dutchman 
2000 Concept 


‘Transforms your wheelchair into a 
battery powered chair in an instant. 


Prices start from £1 480°. 


The Bekker Chrysler CareVan 
Prices 
luxury and convenience, between 
up to 3 wheelchairs & 4 £1 5,000” 
passengers. Also ideal for and 
drive-from-wheelchair. £30,000” 


For the ultimate in 


y | | epee @ | 
| oe YO | oo | | ww fA 


aie 
Altrad Bekker 
EEG = § 


Telephone 01 377 241 700 


Kaliythorse: Driffield, East *Orkshire YO25 9Du, Pnaleng Fax: Cee 241767 — 
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Living 21 


Get your own home sweet home 


Moving away from parents is a daunting step, but Dan Batten has a few handy hints if you’re ready to move on 


s much as we may love 

our parents, most of us 

reach the point, 
eventually, when it’s time to 
leave the nest. 

Whether it’s heading off to 
university or moving into a flat 
of your own, going it alone can 
be a major challenge. 

The trials of independent 
living can be even greater if you 
are disabled. University 
accommodation, for example, 
isn’t known for being disability 
friendly. And rather than being 
able to get used to things by 
living in a shared house, your 
first place is likely to be on your 
own. Most shared houses are 
just not accessible. 

What with most housing on 
the market, new and old, being 
relatively inaccessible, and rents 


‘It might be a bore 
thinking about where 
you'll be living in a 
year’s time, but an early 
start will stand you in 
good stead’ 


for private lettings and house 
prices currently high enough to 
~ make the Sultan of Brunei 
wince, you could be forgiven 
for thinking “Why bother?” 

But negativity gets you 
nowhere in the housing game. If 
you plan far enough in advance 
and are completely honest with 
yourself and others about your 
needs, you are more likely to get 
what you require than if you 
leave things to chance. It might 
be a bore to start thinking 
about where you’ll be living in a 
year’s time when you've just 
torn the L-plates off your 
mum’s car, but an early start 
will stand you in good stead. 

Michael O” Keeffe was 18 
when he decided that he 
wanted to attend residential 
college in Coventry, which 
meant moving away from his 
family in London. 

After his studies, Michael, 
who has cerebral palsy, decided 
going back to mum wasn’t for 
him and opted to stay in 
Coventry. He is still there, living 
independently with support 
from carers. He believes his 


early move gave him extra 
confidence. 

“There’s no way I could have 
lived at home after the freedom 
I had at college,” says Michael. 
“It hasn’t been fun all the way, 
and I’ve had a few nightmare 
situations. But it’s all been 
worth it in the end.” 

One headache was finding 
the right carer. “One person 
looked horrified when I asked 
to be pushed to the pub, and 
was dumbstruck when I 
plonked a straw in my pint.” 


WARNER BROS (COURTESY KOBAL 


what are your choices? One is 
to get on to your local 
authority and housing 
associations’ waiting lists as 
early as you can. Priority is 
given to people with specific 
housing needs and the 
application form will ask you 
to say what yours are. Waiting 
lists for these properties are 
long, so be prepared to be 
patient and to persevere. Make 
any specific needs you have 
absolutely clear from the outset 
to avoid being shown places 


that aren’t right for you. 

It is definitely worth waiting 
for “social” or local authority 
housing as rent levels are 
relatively low and you will have 
access to council maintenance 
services as a council tax payer. 
As a tenant you may also 
subsequently have the right to 
buy at a substantial discount or 
enter into a shared ownership 
deal, where you pay part 
mortgage, part rent. 

The other option is to go for 
a private letting, but be 


Fed up with mum’s watchful eye? It might be time for you to move into a place of your own 


But, if you’re prepared to face 
that kind of challenge, where do 
you start looking for a home? 

“If you need support to live 
independently, go straight to 
your nearest social services 
department office,” says 
Rebecca Stearne, community 
support worker at Mind in 
Stockport. “They will probably 
pass you on to your local 
housing department, but it is 
vital that you contact them 
first. If you make a request, 
they have a responsibility to 
assess you and make sure the 
needs found in their assessment 
are met.” 

It’s also worth remembering 
that you will have to meet the 
elegibility criteria set by local 
authorities, so familiarise 
yourself with them before you 
ask for your assessment. 

With an assessment done, 


e Leaving Home, Moving On, a guide to housing options for 
people with learning disabilities, is published by the Foundation 
for People with Learning Disabilities. Free, tel: 020 7535 7420 or 


visit the website: www.mhf.org.uk 


@ Independent Living Alternatives, tel: 020 8906 9265. 
e The charity John Grooms provides support for independent 


living, tel:020 7452 2000. 


@ Disabled Living Foundation, tel 020 7289 6111. 
e National Centre for Independent Living, tel: 020 7587 1663. 
e Your local authority details will be in the phone book. 


AT HOME WITH EUROFLEX MINIFLEX 


NAME 


he Miniflex powered wheelchair is so easy to 
manoeuvre around the house with its front wheel 
drive and tight turning circle, and with a wheel size 
that ensures stability over carpeted or uneven flooring. 
There’s no need for modifications to your home. Its 
compact size allows the Miniflex to pass through 
standard size doorways and other confined spaces, 
while the standard electric seat lift helps you to 
reach high storage areas. A flexible system of 
seating means that we can readily adapt the 

chair to suit your personal comfort and needs. 


ADDRESS 


extremely cautious here. The 
letting may only be short term, 
so it would be pointless 
installing any equipment you 
need (even if the landlord lets 
you). The other major obstacle 
is the cost. Rent can stretch 
people on decent wages, let 
alone those on low incomes. 

Once you’re in a place, you 
need to sort out what help you 
need. With some local 
authorities, most of your 
needs may be met by council- 
provided social care 
services. If not, try going to 
private care agencies and 
applying for funding. 

If your needs are relatively 
minor — you need help with 
shaving, for example — get 
friends’ assistance if you can. 
Well-trained mates can solve 
many problems! 

When it comes to going it 
alone, you may find that some 
of the biggest pluses can also be 
the biggest minuses. 

For example, after years of 
living in close quarters with 
your family, not having anyone 
to share things with can bea 
bit lonely. It’s a good idea to 
have a friend visit regularly at 
the start to ease yourself in 
gently. But, remember, your 
friends have their own life, too. 

And you do as well now — so 
enjoy it! 


For full details of the Euroflex Miniflex and other 
products return the completed coupon or 


a 


call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


RAINBOW REHAB - FREEPOST 
THE COACH HOUSE - 134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 


__ POSTCODE—_____— DAYTIME TEL NO____—+—_______ 
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Letters to 


the Editor: 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 020 7619 7332 Fax: 020 7619 7331 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Access to postal services 


As the recently appointed 
chairman of the Postal Services 
Commission (PSC), I read with 
interest your article on post 
office access (DN, June). 

The legislation which will 
give the PSC its power is now in 
its final parliamentary stages 
before becoming law. It will 
include a requirement for the 
PSC to “have regard to the 
interests of individuals who are 
disabled or chronically sick”. 

In addition, the PSC will be 
responsible for advising the 
Secretary of State about 
the number and location of 


Tate improves 


In response to comments from 
visitors, steps have been taken to 
improve things at Tate Modern. 
The lifts are now working 
properly. Permanent signage 
outside the lifts on every floor 
now asks visitors to give wheel- 
chairs and buggies priority, and 
staff have been instructed to 
monitor the situation. The lifts 
also have voice announcers. 
Display captions are being 


public post offices. 

I am a paraplegic wheelchair 
user and also chairman of 
Ricability (Research and 
Information for Consumers 
with Disabilities). I can assure 
you the PSC will be taking its 
responsibilities on the access 
front very seriously. 

Graham Corbett CBE 
Postal Services Commission 
London SE1 7DB 


DN has a new discussion forum 
and guestbook on its website so 
you can give your views on 
anything in the paper — Editor 


rehung more prominently and 
are available in large print. 

There is a CCTV monitor in 
the study room enabling visitors 
to enlarge text or images on 
leaflets, captions and catalogues, 
and the bookshop allows people 
to browse books on the CCTV 
monitor. 

For an access leaflet (also in 
audio format), please ring the 
box office, tel: 020 7887 8888. 
Caro Howell 
Tate Modern, London SE1 


Demonising genetics weakens our voice 


That disabled protesters at the 
International Centre for Life in 
Newcastle wore Nazi uniforms 
(DN, July) disappoints but 
does not surprise me. 

Accusations of Nazi eugenics 
have become standard fare in 
disabled people’s response to 
the new human genetics and its 
technologies. Such diatribes 
always possess incandescent 
anger and wild exaggeration. 
Interestingly, they also reek of 
self-pity — crips with chips to 
go. Somebody should have told 
them that he who has to resort 
to emotional arguments has lost 
the intellectual debate. 

Using the eugenics argument 


in the way of an ideological 
hand grenade sends everybody 
scurrying back into their 
intellectual trenches. 
Everything then becomes a 
slanging match, with disabled 
people arguing shrilly about a 
eugenics “hidden agenda” 
behind the new genetics, and 
the geneticists denying any 
connection with eugenics ideas. 
As a way of not getting 
things done it can hardly be 
bettered. It lumps together the 
whole range of genetics 
including cloning, prenatal 
testing and pre-implentation 
diagnosis as one demonic entity. 
It should be stopped now. 


Not only does it do a great 
disservice to geneticists and 
scientists; it may well prove 
counterproductive to the 
disability perspective. 

The danger is that Nazi- 
fixation among some disabled 
people will lead to all disabled 
people being dismissed as 
paranoid fantasists whose 
views on modern genetic 
technology can’t be taken 
seriously. Hence the voice of 
disabled people in the overall 
genetic debate could be lost — 
and this would truly be 
disastrous. 

Michael Morgan 
Belfast, Northern Ireland 


No back-door euthanasia, please 


After reading Margaret 
Doherty’s letter supporting the 
Medical Treatment (Prevention 
of Euthanasia) Bill (DN June), 
I feel I must respond. 

When Lucy (above) was 
born with severe brain damage 
ten years ago we were told not 
to expect her to live beyond six 
months to three years. She had 
constant fits and excruciating 
spasms from head to foot. 


I breathed a sigh of relief when 
doctors told me they were 
putting her on morphine, as 
nothing seemed to help her. 
On the day they said she 
would die, she lay lifeless in my 
arms. I felt immense relief. 
Then Lucy took another 
breath and carried on 
breathing. I felt ashamed. 
I vowed if she could pull this all 
off and survive, then I would 


BP Amoco 


C2 


If you would like to learn more 


about BP Amoco p.l.c., please 


telephone our Distribution 
Services on 01202 244030 fora 


free copy of our audio cassette 


which gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 1999. 


too. I believe now that Lucy’s 
life was given back to her to 
teach me a lesson. I now respect 
her life as it is what makes her 
so wonderful. Iam so thankful 
that euthanasia hasn’t been 
passed and, hopefully, never 
will be. 

Wendi Barnes 

Reddith, Worcestershire 


I urge all those who want to 
prevent the march of euthana- 
sia to begin by pressurising their 
nearest Community Health 
Council (CHC). As an elected 
member of the South Tyneside 
CHC, I stress our willingness 
to fulfil our statutory duty to 
be the “public’s watchdog”, but 
we need the public to show an 
interest and be more vociferous. 
George R Waddle 

Jarrow, Tyne & Wear 


By Dan Batten 


Black Mark(field) 

The Markfield Project in north 
London is looking for volun- 
teers to work with them. 
Successful applicants will have 
the chance to work with both 
“children and children with dis- 
abilities”. Well, I suppose it’s 
only fair to warn potential vol- 
unteers in case their skills at 
dealing with differing creatures 
are a bit on the rusty side. 


Yobs 1 BAO 

Seven of the alleged football 
hooligans caught during Euro 
2000 had passed medical tests 
and were claiming disability 
benefits, a government crack- 
down on benefit fraud has dis- 
covered. Another 31 were 
claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance 
and should have been at home 
ready to start work. They face 
investigation and possible pros- 
ecution. But doesn’t this look 
like another belated dive to 
stop the ball hitting the back of 
the Benefits Agency’s net? 
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The all new becomes wheelchair accessible 
giving 150cm (59”’) entrance and interior headroom without raising 
the roof or breaking the bank! 


Standard features include 
ABS, air conditioning, 

5 full size seats + wheelchair 
& single piece access ramp. 


on the road and fully adapted 


The 2001 SHARAN now with enhanced exterior and interior 
styling, improved engine and gearbox range. 


Standard features include 
ABS, air conditioning, driver 
and passenger front and side 
airbags, 5 full size seats 

+ wheelchair & single piece 
access ramp. 


on the road and fully adapted 


S@Mpotability gE VA CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
fd suisse | ON PURCHASE, LEASE, RENT AND NO 
ACCREDITED CITY COUNCIL AND VCA APPROVED OBLIGATION FREE HOME TRIAL 


IN OUR ADAPTIONS TO THE PREVIA AND THE SHARAN WE USE THE FINEST STAINLESS STEELS AND NON-FERROUS METALS 


SB 
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lf you have problems getting around you might welcome information from someone who understands. That’s why we’ve set up our 
Mobility and General Information Centre (MAGIC). All our staff are trained to help with any mobility need — from test driving 


vehicles and getting them adapted, to putting you in touch with specialist disabled help groups. We can even tell you about 


‘SSG’ 


Official Sponsor 


sabilityNwow August 2000 


The other 20% actually 
experience them. 


disabled holiday centres. And if you’re eligible for the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, we'll explain 
how you can use it to get a brand new car through the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Contact us free on 0800 240241 


You'll be amazed how far you can get with just one phone call. Opening hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Fri, Qam-4pm Sat. www.fordmagic.co.uk 


SVjotability magic 


*This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 
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26 Just the job 


To be a successful 
“front-line” worker 


you need confidence 


and communication 
Skills. Sally 

Brown talks to 
people in “meet 
and greet” roles 


job that involves dealing 
with the public requires 


i = 


‘.a combination of skills 
and personality. 

The best customer services 
staff are fully-rounded people, 
according to Beverly Dann, 
Institute of Customer Services’ 
standards and qualifications 
manager. She sets the 
occupational standards used 
for National Vocational 
Qualifications (NVQs) in 
customer services. 

“Tt’s about people having 
self-confidence and being 
mature,” says Beverly. 

Training courses are 
available, but the best way to 
hone those customer services 
skills is to get out and meet the 
public. Once you are in a post, 
training is available on the job 
in the form of NVQ customer 
services certificates based on 
ongoing assessment, or from 
private courses. 

David Aguiar, 35, from 
Essex, already had customer 
services experience when he 
applied for the job of host at 
the Millennium Dome in 
London. He found the Dome 
job via Action for Blind 
People’s Workbridge project. 

David’s tasks include 


ACTION FOR BLIND PEOPLE 


Host with the most: David Aguiar’s job at the Dome requires a cool head and a friendly manner 


providing information, helping 
to find lost children and 
supervising the left luggage, 
cloakroom and play areas. 

“This job is really disability 
friendly. It doesn’t matter 
if you have an impairment,” 
says David. 

David, who is visually 
impaired, got training when he 
joined the Dome in January, but 
he believes attitude is equally 
important. “They wanted 
somebody flexible and not 
pushy. You have to be positive 
and participate in the 
customer’s enjoyment. It’s 
mostly common sense, but you 
do have to explore yourself and 
do it properly.” 

Lorraine Walters, 21, from 
East Sussex, worked as a shop 


BHTA Wheelchair 
Distributors 


We worry about standards so 
you don’t have to. 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


BHTA is a trade association 
| which includes a wheelchair 
distributors section. Our 
nationwide membership 
network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 


They do it well and they do it 
ethically. 


They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 


If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, you won’t have us behind you. 
BHTA, | Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 


assistant before applying for 
the job of receptionist at local 
disability training company 
Eastnet in April 1999. 

“T got the interview through 
the job centre and Blatchington 
Court Trust, a charity for blind 
and visually impaired people,” 


‘A good receptionist is 
down to earth and 
patient. Not everyone 
who comes through the 
door will be friendly’ 


says Lorraine. “It’s under the 
supported employment scheme, 
so I was given a computer with 
a magnified screen and speech 
software.” 

Her responsibilities include 
meeting all visitors, answering 
the telephone, taking messages 
and typing letters. 

“You need communication 
skills and a good appearance. 
It doesn’t matter if 
you have disability if you 
have the right technical 
support,” says Lorraine, who 
is visually impaired. 
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EASY RIDERS 


Wheelchairs for kidS 


“A good receptionist is 
somebody who is down-to- 
earth and patient. Not everyone 
who comes through the door or 
calls on the phone will be 
friendly.” 

Rory Turner (below), 36, 
from Surrey, “fell into” his job 
as receptionist at Scope’s 
headquarters in London 11 
years ago. He started doing 
work experience at the charity 
and was then asked to take on 
reception duties. 

“T think I’m good at it,” says 
Rory, who has cerebral palsy. 
“You need the ability to get on 
with all sorts of people and you 
have to be calm — although ’m 
not always that!” 


Variety Club, the greatest 
children’s charity in the world, 
welcomes applications to its 


Easy Riders Scheme, for 


assistance with funding mobility 
aids, such as wheelchairs, 
buggies and trikes, on behalf 
of financially disadvantaged 
children with special needs 


under 19 years of age. 


To apply, please contact the Wheelchairs Co-ordinator at: 
Variety Club, 93 Bayham Street, London NW1 OAG. 
Telephone 020 7428 8100. Fax 020 7428 8111. 

E-mail: wheelchairs@varietyclub.org.uk 


Wariety Club 


The Greatest Children's Charity in the World 


on the front line 


His duties include booking 
meeting rooms and greeting 
visitors. 

“Customer service skills you 
learn as you go along. There’s 
no other way,” he says. 

He would recommend a 
career in reception to other 
disabled people and believes his 
disability has been a help in his 
job. “I’m more aware of 
people’s needs. But quite 
possibly it would be more 
difficult to have got a job ina 
non-disability environment.” 

Christopher Aidoo (below), 
24, from London, has worked 
as a gallery assistant in the Tate 
Britain art gallery since January. 
His tasks include patrolling the 
galleries and answering 
questions from the public. 

Christopher, who has 
learning difficulties, passed 
four vocational foundation 
courses before working in a 
restaurant. He saw the gallery 


VIEWPOINT 


assistant job advertised when 
he was attending the Mencap 
Pathway employment scheme. 

“T had one interview. It was a 
bit hard because I was nervous,” 
he says. “But I think they picked 
me because I knew how to 
answer questions and had 
worked with the public before.” 

“The best thing about the job 
is greeting people. I like working 
with the public,” he says. “You 
have to be friendly and know 
what you’re doing. You have to 
make customers happy.” 


Action for Blind People, 
tel: 020 7732 8771, 

fax: 020 7635 4900. 
Blatchington Court Trust, 
tel: 01273 727222, 

fax: 01273 722244. 

Blind in Business, 

tel: 020 7588 1885. 

NVQ information is 
available from the 
Department for Education 
and Employment, 

tel: 0870 000 2288. 
Eastnet, tel/fax: 01323 
433322. 

Hospitality Training 
Foundation, website: 
www-.htf.org.uk 

Institute of Customer 
Services, tel: 01206 571716. 
Mencap Pathway 
employment scheme, 

tel: 020 7454 0454. 
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of ride. 


- Petrol 1.41 (57” headroom) 


Diesel and Automatic 


available. QE oy | 


The Brotherwood O 
Conversion of 
Volkswagen’s 


W 115pd injection 


Famicy 


diesel engine 
| Phone now for more details and availability or 


ew 6 speed 
ask for a information pack, on 
01935 872603 

Fax: 01935 872853 
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manual gearbox 
New 5 speed 


Tiptronic 
auto gearbox 
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suspension for 
improved handling 
With standard roof 
(54” headroom) 
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(2.0 ’S’ petrol, 
manual 6 speed) 


Including raised roof (59” headroom) 
£27 9714.40 (2.0’S’ petrol, manual 6 
_ NEW or USED . 
FINANCE PACKAGE 


— (4.9% interest P.A.F. on new vehicles) 
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Simon Minty 


Lars Von Trier is renowned for 
his unique film-making style 
and his controversial depiction 
of disability in films like 
Breaking the Waves. 

His latest film, a musical 
called Dancer in the Dark, stars 
Bjork as Czech immigrant 
Selma, who is losing her sight. 
She’s a single mother working 
night and day in a factory to 
save enough money for her son 
to have an operation to correct 
his inherited sight condition. 
But as Selma’s own sight 


warranty 


raising the standard of 


Safe, accessible motoring 


Vauxhall 
Recognised Converter 


* This is a trade mark of Motability registered charity number 299745 


sales advisors 


G ownnes Mobility understands 


your mobility needs and offers 
a rare combination of personal 
customer service and choice of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles. 


Nationwide free test drive and 
demonstration service 
3 year no quibble conversion 


Friendly and experienced 


All servicing carried out at your 
local garage. 


Su O tabili ty "| accredited supplier 


rapidly fades, concern over her 
safety increases. Refreshingly, it 
is not her sight loss causing the 
risk. As she says: “I could do 
this repetitive work with my 
eyes closed.” 

The problem is her love of 
musicals; she loses 
concentration perilously while 
daydreaming of starring in lavish 
productions. These wishful 
musical sequences create some 
curious but inspired moments. 

Throughout most of the film 
I happily went along with the 


story and portrayal, allowing 
for the odd artistically induced 
inaccuracy. But the film 
eventually falls headlong into 
prejudice and myth. From 
being an independent, 
productive member of the 
community Selma becomes a 
victim because of her sight loss 
and various inexplicable 
injustices. This is an 
extraordinary film, but in the 
end it is difficult to swallow. 
On general release from 15 
November. 


“We chose the Chairman 


Zafira because its a good 


looking, modern car which 
will meet all the special 


‘To find out how you can experience 
the pleasures of easy motoring call 
the Freephone number below for 
your free Chairman information 
pack, or call our Sales Advice line 
on 01635 529500. 


needs of our family.” 


Mrs WARNE — BERKSHIRE 


a whole world of possibilities 


www.gowrings mobility.co.uk 


Gowring’s Mobility Ltd. 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 SRU. Tel: 01635 529500. Fax 01635 529400 


Mik Scarlet 


JIM WINSLETTE 


I must admit, with all the 
free time I have since the 
BBC decided From the Edge 
was an out-of-date format, 
I’m exactly the right person 
to review television. 

That's Esther (ITV, June 
and July) takes TV from one 
extreme to another. On most 
UK programmes there is no 
disabled representation, 
while That’s Esther has two 
disabled presenters, Heather 
Mills and Lara Masters. Just 
what an unemployed 
disabled TV presenter needs 
to see. | must admit I 
wouldn’t be watching if it 
wasn’t for this review, but it’s 
not that bad. The shock is 
that the disabled presenters 
are not forced to do stories 
about disability. That's 
Esther has proved that 
disabled presenters should 
be integrated into the 
mainstream straight away. 

Next up is something 
I spotted one afternoon — 
Quincy (BBC1, times vary). 
The issue Quincy was 
shouting about this episode 
was the bigotry faced by 
kids with Down’s syndrome. 
It covers the topic in the 
heart-tugging way that US 
TV did in the 1970s. The 
most shocking thing is the 
story could have been done 
yesterday. You would have 
hoped such bigotry might 
have changed since I was a 
boy. The speed at which 
physically disabled people 
are gradually being accepted 
is like free fall compared to 
the uphill struggle of people 
with learning disabilities. 

Last up is Freak Out 
(Channel 4, Thursday 
evenings). After the awful 
pilot, I wasn’t looking 
forward to this new series. 
After watching it, I can 
definitely see the influence of 
the disabled staff that were 
employed to work on it. 

But I was amazed that, for a 
“groundbreaking” show, 
Freak Out reminds me a lot 
of ... From the Edge! 

I shall be watching closely to 
spot more similarities, if for 
nothing else. 

Mik Scarlet is a guest 
reviewer. 
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Libby Cross 
Pe a eT 


Our Lives 2000, an exhibition 
of art by disabled people, has 
opened at the Royal Exchange 
Theatre in Manchester. Billed 
as a “virtual map of disability 
culture”, the exhibition features 
audio-visual work as well as 
sculpture, painting and print. 

In the absence of 
explanatory notes about the 
work on show, it is difficult to 
judge whether this is a 
collection of art with a 
political theme or, more 
straightforwardly, a display of 
work by artists who happen to 
be disabled. Perhaps it is best 
viewed as a bit of both. 

Some of the pieces were 
obscure but interesting, while 
others were highly amusing. 


Reaching out: Digital artwork 
by Brian Hilton, part of the 
Our Lives 2000 exhibition 


James Duncan’s Untitled (a 
faceless head in blue, orange 
and white) and Untitled 
Landscapes (abstract but 
evocative) said nothing to me 
about disability culture but 
were nevertheless fine examples 
of abstract art. 

James Wear’s Hyde I—a 
garden shed with binoculars 
poking out of the window — 
made me laugh, reminding me 
of the feeling of “watchedness” 
those of us with visible 
disabilities often have when out 
in public. 

Great Britain from a 
Wheelchair by Tony Heaton is 
a wonderful piece of sculpture 
—a map of Britain constructed 
from pieces of an old-fashioned 
NHS wheelchair, which if it has 
a “message” at all, makes clear 
that disability is a countrywide 
phenomenon. 

Sylvia Hurt’s Untitled 
Sculpture — angular, corrugated 
metal with the look of old iron 
— begged to be touched but 
offered no further explanation. 

The most overtly political 
pieces were Brian Hilton’s 
linked prints Blackpool and 
New York, which draw a telling 
comparison between the 
traditional image of a disabled 
girl holding a collecting tin and 
an alluring young woman in 
revealing lingerie. 

Overall, an exhibition well 
worth a visit, in a venue worth 
seeing in its own right. The 
Royal Exchange is one of 
Manchester’s most beautiful 
and easily accessible buildings. 
Until 5 August, admission free. 
Orange badge parking nearby 
in St. Ann’s Square (pedestri- 
anised). Tel: 0161 833 9833. 


BACKPAIN ARTHRITIS. HIATUS HERNIA 


CHOOSE YOUR SLEEPING POSITION... 
AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON 


Raise the foot and head of the bed 


independently. Tossing and turning 


are reduced to a minimum.The result 


is you sleep soundly and wake up 
refreshed. It has proved a boon 
to sufferers of 
a wide variety 
of medical 
conditions. 


e Relax tired muscles 
@ Raise legs to aid circulation 


e Relieve pressure on aching joints 


@ Sit up at the touch of a button 
e@ Wake up refreshed 


wr re TE 
Get in and out of | 
|__bed more easily | 


For your FREE colour brochure call : 


FREEPHONE 0800 389 6192 &s_ 


Or complete the coupon below 


Adjustable Bed. 


Post Free to: CONCERN FOR COMFORT Ltd. 
FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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Available in 
single. double 
or twin models 


FETIME 
GUARANTEE 


On lifting motors 


ag CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


-the rest comes naturally 


a 


| 
|| Mabie miete | ~/4/ 


Please send me a FREE colour brochure on the Concern for Comfort 
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Chris Davies 
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No Triumph No Tragedy (BBC 
Radio 4, 20 June-25 July) was 
another showcase for the excel- 
lent interviewing skills of Peter 
White. The three programmes 
I caught focused on individuals 
with one factor in common. All 
are impaired, but whether they 
are disabled in the sense of 
experiencing social disadvan- 
tage, is debatable. 

Dr Tom Shakespeare is 
probably the best known of the 
three. He is a leading member 
of the disability movement and, 
to that extent, his credibility as 
a disabled person is beyond 
doubt. However, his 
background is not exactly 
typical, so whether or not he 
has had many disabling 
experiences is unclear. But he 
undoubtedly identifies with us, 
and that is what matters. I 
thought I knew Tom; I do now, 
thanks to Peter. 

The other subjects, a 
journalist with Parkinson’s 
disease and a blind judge, both 
from South Africa, were 
slightly less interesting to me. 
The judge, once a member of 
the outlawed ANC and now an 
important figure in the new 
South Africa, was the better of 
the two. The journalist still 
longed to be cured and it is 
with this that I cannot identify. 

All were fascinating and 
revealing programmes. But, 
without any doubt, it is Peter 
White’s skills which turned 
them into gems. 


e Coming to Our Senses, Gas 
Hall, Birmingham Museum 
and Art Gallery, 26 August-29 
October, is an exhibition which 
does away with the traditional 
“don’t touch” rule. Exhibits 
designed to stimulate all the 
senses include costumes you 
can try on, with magnetic 
gloves and a weighted wig that 
alters your body’s centre of 
gravity. There are also “emo- 
tional” light fittings which 
respond to touch, and a relax- 
ations zone, a large aromatic 
dome woven from reed and 
willow. For more information, 
tel: 0121 608 6668. 


e The Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe, boasting 479 plays, 264 
comedy shows and 72 dance 
and physical theatre works, 
takes place 6-28 August. For 
more information, write to Box 
YO, 180 High Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 10%, tel: 0131 
226 5138, minicom: 0131 220 
5594, or visit the website at 
www.edfringe.com 


; ngland manager Kevin 
Keegan will be a judge in 
_4 the Freedom in Focus 
photography competition. He’s 
agreed to judge the “Sporting 
Challenges” section and attend 
the winners’ party at the House 
of Lords on 12 September. So if 
you’ve always wanted to meet 
him, now’s your chance. 

One of the most famous 
names in football, Kevin has 
been using his influence to 
bring more disabled people into 
the sport as players and 
supporters. Working with One 
2 One, sponsor of this year’s 
competition, and with 
charities, he’s held training 
sessions for many young 
players with disabilities and 
invited Steve Johnson, captain 
of the England Amputee team 
and 1999 World Amputee 
Footballer of the Year, to join 
an England training session. 

Last year he attended the 
One 2 One Charity Football 
Dinner, helping to raise money 
for the One 2 One Ability 
Counts programme (run by the 
English Federation of Disability 
Sport), and will be at the 
Dinner again this year in 
support of the same cause. 


Are you (tick box) 
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: Application form 


POSTCOdCME EI a. Steer ae 


Daytime contact number ..... 
under 16 CL) 


What is your disability? ...... 


Number of photographs entered 


Which category would you like to enter? (tick box) 
“Sporting Challenges” (_} 


Send your entry with this form to: Freedom in Focus 
Competition, Disability Now, FREEPOST WD 4323, 
London N7 9BR. No stamp required. Entering the 
competition means you have agreed to abide by the rules. 


says: “I’m delighted to 
be involved with 
Freedom in Focus. The 
competition is an 
important continuation 
of my disability work. It 
reinforces the fact that 
disability does not 
mean inability.” 

Other judges for the 
competition are model 

——! and TV presenter 
Heather Mills, advertising art 
director Nic Hutton and 
Sophie Batterbury, features 
picture editor of the 
Independent Review. 

The competition is open to 
amateur or professional 
disabled photographers, under 
16 or 16 and over. In two 


categories, “Challenges” and 
“Sporting Challenges”, the 
judges will be looking for 
strong images that show the 
challenges disabled people face 
and overcome. 

Among the prizes are £500 
and two tickets to England vs 
Germany at Wembley on 7 
October, £500 and a week’s 
holiday at Park House Hotel in 
Sandringham, cameras worth 
£500 and tickets to the 
Wembley game or the London 
Eye. All winners and runners- 
up will be invited to the House 
of Lords and receive a framed 
photo of themselves with 
Heather Mills or Kevin Keegan. 

Closing date is 30 August 
2000. Have a go. It could be 
your year! 

Use the application form 
below. For the competition 
rules, see DN May or tel: 020 
7619 7319, fax: 020 7619 7331. 


16 or over CL) 
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30 Fashion 


Bracelets, from £3.99, all 
Accessorize 


Make the most of every burst of sun this 
summer by wearing light, bright clothes, 
say Dan Batten and Laura Strong 


c-~« 7 7 ith torrential down- 
pours and howling 

¥ winds often proving 
more prevalent than sun this 
year, we might think that sum- 


mer has evaded us once again. 
This may be the case, but, 
with the erratic nature of 
English weather, it’s still a good 
idea to have some light clothes 


has cerebellar ataxia, plumps 
for a look he describes as 
“casual but chic”. We couldn’t 
work out if the clothes we’d 
picked would fit this bill. There 
was only one way to find out. 
Get changed, Michael! 

When he emerged in his new 
clothes, Michael’s smile said 
we'd got it right. His green 


Here comes 


just in case the sun pays shirt with darker green print 
a flying visit. and beige trousers were hits, 

Michael Welch, 40, is a civil the shirt being “exactly the sort 
of thing I’d go out and buy”. 
The trousers were cool, 
“hanging well”, soft and 
comfortable. 

“T could get used to these,” 
he mused. 

Don’t-get too attached to 
them, Michael — we haven’t 
finished with you yet. Next 
were a variety of short-sleeved 
T-shirts. The favourite was blue 
with a tie-dye pattern. “This 
isn’t too different from 
something I’d have in my. 
wardrobe anyway.” 

“T really like the V-neck 


servant with his own definite 
sense of style. Michael, who 


T-shirt, £12.99, Next 


too,” he added. The other T- : : : £ : 
shirts let Michael indulge his Ready for the rays: Green dress, £25, BHS; pink shawl, £9.99, Top 
fondness for “strong colours”. Shop; necklace, £6.99, Accessorize PHOTOS BY JAMIE FACER 


Last on was a pair of jeans 
from Next. They were given bit steep. That’s the downside with leather soles to help with 
favourable comment, but of being stylish, Michael. balance, as anything trainer or 
Michael thought that £35 was a Michael always wears shoes flip-flop-like is no go. 


Pretty pumps but are they a 
practical? £14.99, Accessorize T-shirt, £12.99, Next 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel has 
years of experience providing 
for the needs of people 

with disabilities. 


CONVERSIONS LTD 
Established 1983 


Caravelle 
e Various access options available 


e Rear access, ramp or lift, including 
lowering suspension 

e Prices from £17,950 on the road 

e Conversions for independent drivers 

Underfloor ramps or hydraulic side lifts 

6-way drivers seat, remote door 

and lift operation 


66 Knob Hall Lane, — 
Southport, 
Merseyside PR9 90S 


Telephone: 01704 506608 — 


Caddy 


e Power steering and driver's airbag 
e Tinted glass, electric windows 
and door mirrors ; 
e Remote central locking 
e 1.6 petrol or 1.9 SDI or TDI 
diesel engines 
e Lowered floor for rear ramp: access 
e Seats up to four plus wheelchair 
passenger 
e Prices from £13,595 ‘S' model 
to £14,490 ‘SE’ model 
e ‘SE’ model includes air-conditioning 
and metallic paint 


Invatravel are 
agents for superior Stepless) 
portable telescopic alloy 

wheelchair ramps £195.00. 


Commercial 
Vehicles 


Recognised Convertor 


Come and see us at The Northern Mobility Roadshow, Sheffield 17-19 August Stand OS/J 
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the sun — we hope! 


Footwear is also a problem 
for Alison Irwin, 26. Alison, 
who has Friedrich’s ataxia and 
is a wheelchair user, has curved 
feet and finds anything 
resembling a flip-flop just falls 
off. That doesn’t stop her 
favouring strappy, heeled 
sandals though, as the straps 
keep the shoes in place. They 
are part of Alison’s carefully 
considered appearance, which 
is to “look really sexy!” 

The clothes chosen for 
Alison were striking, and, once 
again, in line with what our 
model normally wears. She 
prefers clothes without 
awkward fasteners, so a short 
orange slip-on dress got the 
thumbs up and a big smile. But 
a green dress was the winner, 
beating the orange number 
hands down. Both from BHS, 
they scored well on practicality. 

“They’re really easy to get 
on,” remarked Alison. 

Alison likes to adorn what 
she wears with a few 
accessories — and it’s certainly 
an easy way to change an 


Accessorize, 

tel: 020 7313 3000. 

BHS, tel: 020 7262 3288. 
Bon Marché, 

tel: 01484 513688. 
Debenhams, 

tel: 020 7408 4444. 
Next, tel: 0116 286 6411. 
Next Directory, 

tel: 0345 100500. 

Top Shop, tel: 020 7636 7700. 


Clothes conscious 


Awear, an organisation of 
disabled people and fashion 
professionals, is testing out a 


ee 
scheme that should tell you 
which shops will give you the 
access and service you need. 
It has already piloted in 20 of 
ASDA’s George clothing 
departments and the official 
launch is expected in 2001. 
Accredited stores will need 
to meet certain standards in 
access, facilities and staff 
awareness, and inspectors 
will be checking up to see 
those standards are kept. 
Awear also has three-year 
National Lottery funding to 
develop Softwear, software 
that will produce made-to- 
measure clothes quickly. It’s 
now looking for retail, 
manufacturing and software 
partners to help. 
Awear, tel: 0115 953 0439, 
fax: 0115 953 7440. 


outfit. A pink shaw] and 
necklace added the final 
touches and a black shawl and 
white cardigan were also tried. 

“T really like the bead detail 
on the cardigan,” said Alison. 
A bag decorated with Chinese- 
style embroidery also scored 
well. Another happy customer. 

Can we make it three in a 
row? Next up was Margie 
Woodward, a “young” 46 and 
training adviser for disability 
charity Scope. 

Margie, who has cerebral 
palsy, is another of the “smart 
but casual” brigade. She wears 
clothes that let her do her job, 
which requires her to “leap over 
and through things all the 
time”. She avoids things with 
difficult fastenings and finds 
most trousers are too long. 

“They don’t cater for short 
legs,” says Margie. 

The trousers Margie tried on 
proved this straight away. 


Bags, from £12.99, Accessorize 


“They’re really nice, but I’'d 
have to take them up a mile,” 
she said, clutching handfuls of 
material to stop the trousers 
dragging. Most of Margie’s 
trousers are tailor-made, which 
costs her a fortune, but “it’s the 
only way I get anything to fit”. 

Trousers a no-no, we move 
on to the stripy T-shirt, which 
Margie liked. She was non- 
committal about the pink 
sweatshirt jacket from BHS, but 
what did come in for a 
battering was the blue bag. “I 
hate it,” Margie said. No room 
for ambiguity there then. 

There is one plus to this 
summer’s unpredictable 
weather. Lots of shops have 
been finding it hard to sell their 
summer lines and are slashing 
prices already. So if we have an 
Indian summer and you get 
ready with some bargain 
clothes, you’ll definitely get the 
last laugh. 


Black shawl, £9.99, Top Shop 


INCOM TTNEMT® 


Evervone has a basic human right 
to be clean and dry! 


Would you like: 


¢ FREE home visit by a specialist independent continence 
appliance nurse to discuss your specific needs and show you the 


very latest products. 


FREE next day delivery to your door in discreet packaging of 
all your catheters, leg bags and sheaths. 

FREE collection of your prescription from your doctor. We will 
even get any changes you require made for you. 

IT WILL COST YOU ABSOLUTELY NOTHING - all our 
services are completely FREE to you, there is no catch or small 
print, just a friendly professional service. 


To find out more contact Heidi on: 


FREEPHONE 0800-7834223 


JADE-EURO-MED LIMITED 
Unit 14 Old Church Road Industrial Estate 


East Hanningfield 
Chelmsford 

Essex, CM3 8BG 
Tel: 01245 400413 
Fax: 01245 401415 


on 


T-shirt, £16.99, Next 
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Seonircomanoonenen 


Summer style: Michael: green shirt, £24.99, Next Directory; linen 
trousers, from a selection at Debenhams, from £60; Alison: orange 
dress, £20, BHS; Margie: trousers, £20, BHS, jacket, £10.99, BHS. 


Home & Away 
with Continence 


Comfort 600ml leg bag soft 
flexible inlet tubes and choice 
of taps 


Big Bendi Bag 
designed for 


/ wheelchair users 


A massive 1300m| 


capacity (also in 


700ml) yet discreet 
beneath clothing 


Discreet Thigh Bag 
worn high on the 


) thigh, discreet 
~ under swimming 


costumes and short 
clothing 


Does your urinary sheath come off? 
Call us for advice — we have 11 sizes, from a child’s up. 


Leg bags are for catheter & urinary sheath users. 
Bags & sheaths are all available on prescription*. 


BEFORE USE 


Pocket/handbag sized reusable portable urinals. 
(male & female versions available). 
D screruse £11.95 + £1.50 p&p 


For free sample* call Stephen Burns, one of our customer advisers & product 
user on: 0191 291 0166 or write to: Manfred Sauer UK, DN Customers, 
38 Devon Road, Chirton Grange, North Shields NE29 8PL 
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VW TRANSPORTER 


“A universal new way 
to enjoy your freedom 
The new freedom range from universal. 


L eye, * | 
YiaiagTral 
O1lity | 
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Parent’s voice 33 


Will It be alright on the flight? 


Broken wheelchairs, 
cramped loos and 
inaccessible seats — 
those airlines 

and airports really 
know how to 
dampen your holiday 
spirit. Jane Parkinson 
is determined not to 
let them get away 
with it 


he idea of a long-haul 
flight to Central 
America made me 


slightly apprehensive. 

Last time we flew I looked 
helplessly down into the 
luggage well as my son Alex’s 
wheelchair was thrown on toa 
conveyer belt, did two complete 
turns and landed on Heathrow 
Airport concourse upside 
down. The frame was 
irretrievably buckled. 

How can you relax and 
enjoy a holiday with someone 
dependent on a wheelchair if 
the wheelchair gets broken? 
The travel agency had been so 
reassuring when I expressed 
my anxiety. The check-in staff 
had been nothing but helpful 
and charming. In the end, 

I guess, a wheelchair is just 
another heavy, awkward piece 
of luggage. 

This time, then, we took 
every precaution, wrapping our 
essential three-wheel, all- 
terrain buggy in bubble wrap 


‘Sara watched me in awe 
as | asked four times to 
be given bulkhead seats 
and four times was told 
no. | raised my voice and 
said we could not get on 
the plane unless they 
gave us the seats. We 
got them’ 


and intending to take the 
wheelchair on the plane with 
us. I also phoned British 
Airways in advance, on another 
parent’s advice, and asked to be 
allocated bulkhead seats which 
would allow us more room to 
manoeuvre with Alex, who has 
cerebral palsy. 

On arrival at Gatwick, we 
checked in early as instructed, 
but somehow the promised 
seats had already gone. I took a 
deep breath, raised my voice 
and insisted, until the poor 
check-in girl gave in. 

Relieved, we followed her 
directions to Gate 43 — through 
crowded halls, along moving 


Fly us to the moon: or at least get our wheelchair home intact 


carpets, down a spiral slope — 
and proffered our boarding 
cards. The hostess looked at 
the wheelchair. 

“You can’t come this way”, 
she said. “There are stairs up to 
the plane.” 

All the way back we went, 
me pushing Alex in the 
wheelchair, our friend Sara 
with our hand luggage and loo 
seat, to the aircraft lift. 

Once on the plane, the cabin 
crew were reluctant to store the 
folded wheelchair in the 
overhead lockers. Again I stood 
my ground; again I won. 

But my heart sank again as 
I saw the tiny paper cushions. 
Alex needs a proper pillow to 
prop himself up on the seat. 
“Like the ones over there,” 

I pointed. 

“Those are for club class and 
they’re taken,” said a steward. 

Later, I sneaked one out 
when no one was looking. This 
was a 12-hour flight and Alex 
lacks sitting ability. 

Luckily, my son is a good 
traveller and was much taken 
with the personal TVs, free 
toys and airline meals. 

The loo was tricky, but we 
managed. One of us would 
check it was free, while the 
other carried him up the aisle. 


I would then squeeze myself 
and him into the tiny cubicle, 
my bottom sticking out into 
the kitchens as I couldn’t shut 
the door. 

Later in the flight, I noticed 
that the club-class loo was 
bigger, further from the hustle 
and bustle and vacant more of 
the time. I asked if we could use 
it, but staff looked doubtful. 
We waited until no one was 
looking and used it anyway. 
The aisles in club class were 
wider too. 

On our return night flight, 
we asked again for bulkhead 
seats and again were refused, 
despite phoning earlier. 

While Sara watched me in 
awe, I asked four times and 
four times was told no. I raised 
my voice and said we could 
not get on the plane unless 
they gave us the seats. We 
got them. 

This time the crew were even 
more reluctant to store the 
wheelchair in the lockers. 

I told them we’d done so on 
the way out. 

“Well, different planes have 
different rules,” a hostess said. 

“I’m not letting it go in the 
hold,” I said. They stored it in 
the lockers. 

On arriving at Gatwick, the 
three-wheel buggy had been 
squashed flat and was 
unusable. Weary from the 


he new Euroflex Compact electric wheelchair puts 
you in charge wherever you want to go. Built on a 
firm chassis, and with a low ground to seat height, 
it is ideally suited in allowing you the freedom to 
get out and about, even over rough or uneven 
ground. Powered seat lift adjustment is standard, 
and a choice of seats with optional powered tilt, 
recline and footrest elevation ensure tailor made 
comfort. A compact base and front wheel drive 
will help you to manoeuvre in your home as well. 


NAME ADDRESS 


journey, we queued up to 
report at “damaged baggage”. 

I wrote afterwards, of 
course, to complain. The times 
I had had to assert myself may 
have been successful, but they 
had often left me trembling 
and upset. 

The managers I spoke to 
professed astonishment at our 
story. Staff are trained in the 
handling of baggage, they say, 
and a very low percentage gets 


‘Alex’s wheelchair 

was thrown on toa 
conveyer belt, did two 
complete turns and 
landed on Heathrow 
Airport concourse 
upside down. The 
frame was irretrievably 
buckled’ 


broken. A specific crew 
member should have been 
designated to take care of our 
needs. In future, we should 
always tell them our 
requirements at the time of 
booking. 

But we did, we did! 

They have since offered us, 
ironically, compensation of 
three club-class tickets to 
anywhere in Europe. Fantastic! 

But will we find things any 
different this time? 


For full details of the Euroflex Compact, and other 
products return the completed coupon or 


call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


+ RAINBOW 
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RAINBOW REHAB - FREEPOST 
THE COACH HOUSE - 134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 
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34 @: Out and about 


Looking for fun days out this summer? Get some outing inspiration from the second of DN’s three-part series 


-ildscreen is a new 
VW / electronic zoo set in 
a great location by 


the harbour in Bristol. 

After parking in the 
underground car park, which 
has extra large disabled parking 
spaces, we took the lift up to 
the ground floor. A short walk 
brought us to the entrance of 
Wildscreen. 

Our first impression as we 
walked through the doors was 
WOW! The lights on the wall 
were like stars set in a blue 
twilight background, getting us 
all excited and eager to see 
more. The use of colours, lights 
and touch-sensitive computer 
screens was amazing. Our 
daughter Kirsty found it 


Animal 


wonderful being able to touch a 
screen to get information for 
herself without having to ask 
someone for help. She enjoyed 
being able to see most of the 
small animals and exhibits 
without having to be lifted from 
her wheelchair, and we all had 
plenty of room to walk about. 

Not everything is open yet, 
but all the displays were really 
bright and eye-catching. 

Our walk took us through 
the botanical gardens with 
their many plants, trees, ponds 
and whispering orchids. We 
stood and watched as 
butterflies glided past and then 
settled close by — they do the 
same in our garden, but seeing 
them in the botanical gardens 
made it extra special somehow. 

The walkway was wide and 
easily accessible for the 
wheelchair, even though it 
spiralled up towards the upper 
floor. There we continued our 


magic 


Animals Bristol fashion: the bright displays of Wildscreen’s origins of life exhibition 


The Schofield family go for a 
walk on the wild side at Bristol’s 
new Wildscreen centre 


VIRTUAL ARTWORKS 


fax: 0117 915 7200, website: 
www.at-bristol.org.uk 

£6.50 for adults and £19 for 
families. Concessions are 
available and children under 
three get free entry. 


are all on an impressive site 
called @Bristol, making it a 
very pleasurable day out for the 
whole family. We. definitely 


parties would certainly benefit. 
The hands-on experience 
teaches children without them 
realising it’s happening. 
Wildscreen, the Explore science 
centre and the IMAX cinema 


walk through life from insects 
to dinosaurs, mammals and 
aquatic life. 
Wildscreen Bristol is an 
—! excellent place to visit, 
eigh especially for children — school 


= enjoyed everything we saw. 
Kirsty (/eft) with sister Ashl 


@Bristol, tel: 0117 915 5000, 


Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: 

e A caring service from a family 
run business. 

e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 

° Free home assessments. 

° Free 12 months insurance on 
new models. 

¢ No VAT. 

¢ No driving license required. 

¢ Low deposit finance available 
on request. 


e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 
10-35 miles on one charge 

e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


s 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


PowerchairS 


Est 1982 
MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


0800 0746834 
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Summer 
sorties 


e The charity Holiday Care 
has produced an audio cas- 
sette version of its Holiday 
Ideas for People Who Are 
Blind or Partially Sighted 
information sheet. The hour- 
long tape gives information 
about various types of trip, 
specialist accommodation 
and overseas holidays. Send 
50p worth of stamps to the 
Information Unit, Holiday 
Care, 2nd Floor, Imperial 
Buildings, Victoria Road, 
Horley, Surrey RH6 7PZ. 

@ The annual summer craft 
fair and children’s fun day 
takes place at Florence 
Court, Enniskillen, 
Northern Ireland, 20 
August. There will be a wide 
range of of traditional crafts, 
face painting, pony and trap 
rides, Punch and Judy and 
much more. Tel: 01365 
348249. 

e Gordon 2000 is a 
celebration of Scottish 
culture at Huntly Castle, 
Aberdeenshire. The main 


Opera in the parks: the Garden 
Opera Company in Hyde Park 


focus will be the gathering 
of the Gordon clan and 
tracing of family roots with 
genealogists. Contact 
Lindsay Clark for more 
information, tel: 01466 
799178, website: 
www.gordon2000.org.uk 

e@ The National Trust (NT) 
has published a new edition 
of its guide Information for 
Visitors with Disabilities, 
giving details of access to 
properties. For a copy, call 
the NT, tel: 020 8315 1111. 
e The Garden Opera 
Company ts touring 
London’s royal parks — 
Hyde Park, Greenwich Park 
and Regents Park — with a 
production of Donizetti’s 
The Elixir of Love, 9-30 
August. Proceeds will go to 
the charity John Grooms 
and the Holly Lodge Centre. 
For tickets, tel: 020 7344 
4444. For access details, 

tel: 020 7452 2137. 


The Cowling family 
check out the new 
Life Interactive 

World in Newcastle 


» Mindblowinbody- 
rockinheartracinbreath- 
takin”, the brochure said. 

Life Interactive World, a new 
centre aimed at enlightening 
visitors about the secrets of life, 
has a lot to live up to — was it 
just hype? We went to find out. 

Our party included an elderly 
aunt over from Australia, Joe, 
your typical football-obsessed 
11-year-old, David, a 14-year- 
old wheelchair user, and Ma 
and Pa bringing up the rear. 

As we approached the 
unmistakable building (whacky 
green roof like no roof you’ve 
ever seen before, at least not in 
Newcastle), we decided none of 
us were very sure what we were 
expecting. There was a big clue 
in the logo that David’s twin 
Ben had pointed out to me 
earlier. The “F” in LIFE was 
actually a 

And what a week to pick to 
visit a place dedicated to 
conveying the secrets of life to 


chromosome pair. 


us non-scientists! Newspapers 
had been full of the human 
genome, now fully mapped. 

First impressions were of the 
space of the building. It was 
buzzing with activity. There 
were plenty of people there but 
no sense of crowding. 

Joe dragged Great Aunt 


Both ‘Horizon’ and ‘Mystique’ models offer: 
Extra wide rear door to accommodate a wheelchair. 


Power Assisted Steering. 


Marquis are also an accredited motability dealer and are able to offer finance through Motability Finance Ltd. 


A choice between Petrol & Turbo Dlesel power units. 
Luxurious fitted shower and toilet compartment, with fully 
opening door which can also be used as a privacy screen. 
Driver & passenger cab swivel seats to ease access. 
Wheelchair recessed floor tracking. 

Choice of a fitted Powermatic Access Passenger Hydraulic 
Lift or a fitted Unwin Ramplette system. 

Suitably fixed grab handles throughout the vehicle. 


(GA) Pat to the photobooth to 
have their mugshots taken and 
recorded on to their tickets. 
This meant that at various 
stations around the centre they 
could insert their tickets to see 
their face morph into that of an 
ancient animal relative. Joe 
looked great as a marmoset- 
type thing, while GA Pat made 
a very good lungfish. 

There were plenty of audio- 
visual treats for David. 
Entering the dark meteor 
tunnel, he jumped out of his 
skin at the noise of a huge 
meteor crashing into the earth. 


Out and about 6: 35 


Life — but not as you know it 


There were little flashing lights 
and moving words projected on 
to the walls, all in a fairly 
enclosed space. 

More roars as we moved on 
into the dinosaur tunnel and 
then through a talking doorway 
which told us we were getting 
smaller and smaller in a 
darlek*-type electronic voice. 

It was a relief to enter into 
the quiet Nilsson Theatre, 
where a calming voice talked us 
through the 3D film of a baby’s 
development in the womb. 
Unfortunately, David refused to 
keep the special specs on! 


Life experience: Dad John with GA Pat, Joe (right) and David (front) 


| 
| 


Britain’s 


We have been working closely with one of 
leading manufacturers to develop a 
range of new motorhomes specifically designed 
for people with disabilities - 
resulting in the unique ‘Horizon’ 
and ‘Mystique’ models. 


So whether its a new or used 
motorhome you are after, let us 
know your requirements and we 
will do our very best to ensure you J 
make 
Independence Days! 


For further information on the full 
range of services we are able to 
offer, call us FREE on 

O8000 26 7777, or 
return the coupon below. 


the most of your 


! 
I 
1 Brochure 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Days.. 


Here at Marquis Motorhomes, we have many 
years’ experience in serving people with disabili- 
ties. From major modifications to minor adapta- 
tions’ Our aim is to enable everyone to get the 
most from their motorhome, and to enjoy the 
independence and flexibility a properly adapted Tel: (01202) 738.777 
vehicle can offer. 


Please send me your “Discover Freedom” 


PNG (at Rsthopepectce sassro Peepers 


Siitads'ssnusesecdsodvavs Fax: 


The Crazy Motion Ride was 
exhilarating — it did have our 
knuckles white at times. (GA 
Pat sat it out, quite sensibly 
preferring to have a go at 
finding out what the brain feels 
like to the touch.) 

While Joe and his big kid of 
a dad loved the physical games 
in the Life Arcade, David 
preferred the ride up in the lift 
and, once there, the lights 
whirling around the huge 
double helix model, glinting in 


_ stainless steel. 


By this time GA Pat was in 
dire need of a cuppa, so we 
retired to the café. In our 2!/- 
hour visit we’d managed most 
of the major activities, but it is 
definitely worth a repeat trip. 
Just a shame GA Pat will have 
to come all the way from Perth! 
* Tf you don’t know what a dar- 
lek is then you’re too young to 
be reading this article! 
International Centre For Life, 
tel: 0191 243 8223, website: 


www.lifeinteractiveworld.co.uk 


£6.95 for adults, £4.50 for 
children, £19.95 for a family 


(two adults and two children or 


one adult and three children) 
and £5.50 for concessions. 


Win! Win! Win! 


We have five family tickets, 
worth £19.95 each, to give 
away. Send your name and 
address on a postcard 
marked “Interactive” to DN, 
Freepost WD4323, London 
N7 9BR by 31 August: 


nem shire SO32.1HA 


41:45 Old Wareham:Rd’ 


Fax: (01202) 738 778 


lero 


Tel: 01684) 206 322 
Fax: (01684) 293 111 


MARQUIS-SURREY 
Pantiles Park 
London Road (A30) 
Bagshot, Surrey 
'(GU19.5HN 

Tel: hoe 452-1411 
Fax: (01276) 452.888 


MARQUIS-BERKSHIRE 
Oxford Road 

Chieveley, Nr. Newbury 
Berkshire RG20 8RU 
Tel: (01635) 248 888 

Fax: (01635). 247 044 


MARQUIS-SUSSEX 
Eastbourne Road 
Golden Cross 


Tel: 101898) 873 377 
Fax: (01825) 873 157 


MARQUIS - LANCS. 
Bale Leisure Village 
hain Caul Road 

eae Docklands 
Preston, Lancashire 

PR2 2XR 


01772) 885 566 


Tel: ti 555 777 


www.marquis-mh.co.uk 


MARQUIS-HAMPSHIRE 
Winchester Road. 
Lower-Upham 


Nr. Southampton | 


hae 860.666. 
ea 01489) 860 752 


MARQUIS- DORSET 4 
Poole, Dorset. BH12:4QN ” 


MARQUIS-GLOUS. | 
Mill Avon. Holiday Park: 
Gloucester Road. | 
Tewkesbury 
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Bright ideas 


This month’s round-up of handy new gadgets from Dan Batten 


Do you find it awkward 
~ getting your arms into 


your favourite shirt? If 
you have restricted shoulder or 
arm movement, the Snappi 
Dressa (below right) could be 
the helping hand you need. It 
fits on to a wall or door, with 


In 2000, Hyundai was voted the UK 


the garment held firmly in 
place by two clips. You just step 
back, slip your arms into the 
sleeves, step forward and, voila, 
you’re dressed! The Snappi 
Dressa folds away, too, so don’t 
worry about catching yourself 
on it and suspending yourself 


windows, 


on the back of the door. 
£18.95, Nottingham Rehab 
Supplies, tel: 0870 6000 197. 


i. The Silent Alert Paging 
£ System is a useful tool 
for people who are deaf 

or hearing impaired. Features 


driver’s airbag, 


stereo 


Automotive Company of the Year by the 
Institute of Transport Management and 
heralded as “one of the top players in the 
UK automotive industry”. 


This for the second year running. 


Should we be surprised? When you look 
at how we design our cars, we have to 


radio/cassette and a double-folding rear 
seat are standard on the Amica Si, with the 


'GSi (illustrated) gaining air conditioning, 


alloy wheels, power steering and a split- 
fold rear seat. Metallic paint is free on 
Motability Scheme cars from Hyundai and 
automatic transmission is available as an 
option on the Amica. 


admit that the answer is probably “no”. 


Just look at the new five-door Hyundai 
Amica, where style meets fun, reliability 
practicality and value meets 


meets 
economy. 


A perky i-litre engine, electric front 


For 


0800 981 981 - 
www.hyundai-car.co.uk. 


full details of the 
‘Motability’ Scheme and the exciting 
range of hatchbacks, saloons, 
estates and coupés, call Hyundai free on 
- or visit our website on 


Hyundai 


Hyundai 


The new Hyundai Amica. 


More comfort. More style. 


Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Court, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 


Nore fun. 


“This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 


SM1otability 


Pedal power: the SolarTracker 


include a ten-second vibrating 
signal when the doorbell rings 
and a continuous vibration 
when an alarm sounds. 

From £180.60 (plus VAT), 
Clofield, tel: 0800 387397, 
fax/minicom: 01246 450789. 


If you find pedalling tir- 
~ ing but would like to 
cycle, a SolarTracker 
electric bike (above) could help. 
It is powered by a rechargeable 
battery and can travel 40-50km 
without you having to pedal. 
You need to be over 14 to ride 
one on public roads. 

£599 from Solartrack, tel: 020 
8595 1218. 


The Snappi Dressa 
m YOU can now buy a 
Sw. wheelchair battery from 
the comfort of your own 
home through Hawker, which 


has just opened an online store. 
All you need to do is type in the 
make and model of your wheel- 
chair, place your order and 
arrange a time for delivery. 

From around £100, website: 
www.hawker.invensys.com 


Are your culinary 
~ ambitions being held 
back by kitchen cup- 
boards that are out of reach? 
Astor-Bannerman’s drop-down 
overhead cupboard frames 
could help. They move for- 
wards and down, are controlled 
by a handset and come in 
various sizes. The company 
also has height-adjustable 
work-surface frames which can 
incorporate a hob. 

Cupboards from about £900, 
tel: 01865 880567. 


DN cannot guarantee the 
price, quality or availability 
of the products mentioned 
on this page. 
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Radboy's 


‘ramblings 


if Kief Hillsbery’s War Boy, 
the family of the main char- 


| acter Radboy is not so much 
dysfunctional as disappearing. 


His father murders his 
mother and then sets about 
Radboy, but the 14-year-old 
skateboarder, who has no 
speech or hearing, is saved by 


) oe the only person left 


to trust. Despite his turbulent 
childhood, Radboy has a 


| certain moral code. He won’t 


let Jonnyboy down. 

Accepted with ease into the 
twilight crack society of Finn 
and Critter, Radboy cannot 


| hear music but feels the vibes. 


He has one advantage: he is 
cool. As Jonnyboy says, it 
doesn’t matter that you can’t 
hear the music: “You’re a punk 
when you’re born.” 

Radboy takes responsibility 
for looking after the “boyz”, 
waking them frequently for Pop 
Tarts to make sure they eat 
properly, and working as a DJ. 

But love and politics 


Stranger 
than fiction 


f you, like me, are one of 

many people who have 
epilepsy, then you will probably 
understand my feelings about 
Spasm — A Memoir with Lies 
by psychologist Lauren Slater. 

It is the story of Slater’s 
supposed temporal lobe 
epilepsy from the age of 13 to 
17. It should have illustrated 
the experiences that I have 
daily, and it did not. In fact, the 
accounts that Slater gives of 
epilepsy agree very much with 
the first two words written in 
Chapter One: “I exaggerate.” 

Slater mentions, for 
instance, a special school where 
she was sent to learn how to 
fall. It is hard to envisage being 
taught this: you really have no 
control of your own actions 
during a seizure. 

The auras Slater describes — 
hers have the scent of jasmine 
and cinnamon — are fairly 
characteristic, and a lot of what 
she remarks on is typical of 
epilepsy. But it could just as 
easily be written by someone 
who has studied the condition. 

It is hard to tell whether 
Slater really did have epilepsy, 
and not non-epileptic attack 
disorder or even Munchausen’s. 
Your decision will, I think, 
depend on whether you are 
epileptic yourself. The book, in 
any case, gives a compelling 
insight into Slater’s mind. 
£9.99, Methuen Nicole Boren 


intervene. Radboy masterminds 
an unlikely kidnap and bomb 
attack to save giant redwood 
trees. The idea spins out of 
control. Disaster strikes 
—Jonnyboy can’t be trusted 
after all. 

At first glance the witty 
ramblings of a super-clued 
“sk8board” freak, this first 
novel is imbued with a touching 
childhood innocence. Tension 
carries you along: it is as though 
Radboy goes through life 
stepping on landmines, missing 
each time, or else they explode 
behind him. He turns round, 
bemused, only when he feels the 
ground vibrate. 


£10, Picador Marion Bull 


Forthcoming sign language interpreted performances under SOLT’s access initiative 
include One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (August 3) and An Inspector Calls (September 2). 


en 
vw 


7 aints intercede for 
pos humanity with 

oe » Goa,” says Richard 
Morris, author of The 
Biography of Leonard 
Cheshire. Morris describes his 
tale of this man as a vita — the 
life of a saint. 

Cheshire, who was more 
closely associated with 
disability than anyone else 
during the 20th century, was an 
internationally-renowned war 
hero with a Victoria Cross by 
his mid-20s. Official documents 
and first-person accounts by 
RAF colleagues detail a 
humbling courage. Cheshire 
could motivate others to hard 
work above and beyond the call 
of duty. 

From the upper middle class, 
he had the “common touch”. 
Hundreds of letters from 


‘His view of illness as a 
welcome personal 
blessing and disabled 
people as tools for 
others’ spiritual 
fulfilment can jar’ 


service people and bereaved 
parents relaying their sons’ 
admiration show his ability to 
make everyone he spoke to feel 
unique and valued. 

The celebrity and glamour 
acquired during his RAF 
days and this ability to 
motivate others informed his 
charity work. 

Cheshire started with a 
stand-alone community of 
unemployed ex-servicemen and 
their families — attempting to 
recreate both the camaraderie 


St Leonard? 


CHESHIRE 


Biography af 


D CHESHIRE, VC. OM 


of wartime and the sense of 
individual responsibility for the 
group. Later, following the 
death of an ex-serviceman 
whom he had nursed, he fixed 
on providing sanctuary for 

the neglected — dying and 
disabled people. 

There was a spontaneous, 
make-do, cheerful attitude in 
the lean post-war years that, 
perhaps because of Cheshire’s 
conversion to Catholicism, 
hardened into an almost 
monastic model of expected 
self-sacrifice from workers and 
gratitude from residents. 
Disability was a cross to bear. 
Volunteers would find “the 
Face of Christ” in those they 
cared for. This ethos worried 
some, and paternalistic 
management structures in the 
Homes did not keep pace 
with changing times. 

The book hardly touches on 
the burgeoning global 


disability rights movement. 

Yet at a time when disability 
meant acute isolation and 
poverty, even family rejection, 
Cheshire shunned bureaucracy 
and planned the Homes as 
families. As an alternative to 
the misery that accompanied 
disability, the Cheshire Homes 
of the 1950s and 1960s — and 
later elsewhere in the world — 
undoubtedly saved and 
improved lives. 

Cheshire had a tubercular 
lung removed, spending two 
years in hospital, and had 
motor neurone disease at the 
end of his life in 1992. 

His view of illness as a 
welcome personal blessing and 
disabled people as tools for 
others’ spiritual fulfilment can 
jar. And it is possible to see his 
chosen way of providing a vital 
haven for disabled people, 
when no alternative existed, as 
part of the reason why 
independent living has been so 
long delayed. 

Was that Cheshire’s fault? 
What did he achieve for disabled 
people and what is his legacy? 
Each of us will have a different 
view and, given Cheshire’s 
evident personal magnetism, 
those who met him may have 
an advantage in deciding. 

Whatever your opinion 
about his methods, the 
book makes clear Cheshire’s 
strong sense of equality 
and his solidarity with 
disabled people. 


£20, Viking Agnes Fletcher 


NEW! Access Guide to London’s 
West End Theatres 


for theatregoers with a disability 


The new edition of the Access Guide to London’s West End Theatres is out now and on-line: 
www.theatre-access.co.uk 


This new website has details of access in all the major West End theatres plus comprehensive 
show listings, news and sign language interpreted and audio described performances. 


Check the site for further details or pick up a London Theatre Guide. 


Forthcoming audio described performances include One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
(August 5), Les Miserables (August 31), The Woman in Black (September 4), Mamma Mia! 
(October 4) and The Phantom of the Opera (November 8). Call VOCALEYES on 0870 902 


0002 for more information on audio described performances. 


Our Access Guide is also available in standard print, large print, tape and braille. 
To get your copy call 020 7557 6751 or write to: Access Guide, Society of London 
Theatre, 32 Rose Street, London WC2E 9ET Email enquiries@solttma.co.uk 


cas | 


THE ARTS COUNCIL 
OF ENGLAND 


ea 
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38 Share your problems 


| want them back 

I need advice on how to get my 
daughter Hannah and my son 
Anthony back out of care. 

I have learning difficulties and 
it is because of this that they 
tell me I am not able to look 
after my children. 

I have no one to turn to 
—I don’t find my advocate that 
helpful — and I would be glad 
of your help. 

Annabel, London 
I am very sorry indeed to hear 
that your children have been 
taken into care. You say you 
believe it is because you have 
learning difficulties. This, 
of course, is not a good 
enough reason. 

I suggest you contact 
Mencap and I am sure they will 
be helpful. They exist to help 
people with learning 
difficulties. I have given details 
of a special unit at the 
Mencap headquarters and a 
local Mencap Family Adviser 
Service (these exist all over 
the country). 

If, as you say, your advocate 
is not very helpful, you could 


Who better to help you? Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled herself, is co-author of the 
Directory for Disabled People and other guides. Write to her at Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW or e-mail editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


ask for another person to help 
you who might be more 
effective. 


Seeking support 

I have been trying to find an 
organisation which represents 
people diagnosed with spastic 
paraparesis. So far I have had 
no luck. 

I am a member of the 
Friedrich’s Ataxia Group and 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society, 
but I am in need of an 
organisation which can shed 
some light on this diagnosis 
and its possible outcome. 

Roger, York 
I have just had a very helpful 
conversation with Stephanie 
Pengelly, who runs a helpline 
for the Progressive Hereditary 
Spastic Paraparesis (paraplegia) 
Society. She has this condition 
herself and is very knowledge- 
able. | am sure she will be able 
to give you all the information 
you need. 


Help with ME 


I am only 17 and I have myalgic 
encephalomyelitis (ME). I don’t 


Banish the stresses of 
map reading and getting lost with 
TRAVELLER. 


The Motorists 
Mapping Marvel! 


¢ Enter the start and 
destination of your 
journey and TRAVELLER 
will work out the quickest 
route - in seconds - 
anywhere in the UK. 


* Estimated journey time and fuel 


consumption. 


¢ Built-in light for night-time use. 


Inc. Delivery 


Accessories available: 

° Car mounting kit ¢ Satellite link * lrish/French route cards 
“Now you can deliberately get lost down those winding 
roads, then calmly find your way back on course with 
clear, precise directions and land marks!” 


Traveller - Making getting lost fun! 


Other products available: 


* Radar/Laser/Camera detectors & Jammers ¢ Trackers 
* Alarms/Immobiliser pagers * Walkie Talkies 
Call the Traveller Sales Hot Line Mon-Fri on: 


020-8549 1400 


and visit our website: www.speedtrap.co.uk 
Traveller, Unit 5, 23 Kingston Hill, Kingston, Surrey KT2 7PW 
7 DAY DELIVERY - 14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
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= love and loneliness 


= bereavement 
= personal problems 


= advice and support 


know where to turn. My 
friends have all slipped away 
because I can’t join in anything 
they do. 

I don’t suppose you can help 
me, but I’m so desperate that 
anything’s worth a try. 

Mary-Ann, Worcester 
Ican recommend just the right 
sort of organisation for you, 
the Association of Youth with 
ME (AYME). 

They are an imaginative 
bunch of people with some 
good publications, including an 
excellent newsletter describing 
young people’s experiences of 
ME and how they are coping 
with their lives. 


How to find a home alone? 


I once had a “schizophrenia-type” condition, but I take 
medication and have never had a relapse. I live in my parents’ 
home but have always tried to live a fairly independent life. 

Now my parents would like me to get a flat of my own and 
I don’t know how to go about getting information from housing 
trusts or council housing departments. 

I go to two churches and made enquiries at my diocese’s 
headquarters, but they seem not to offer any housing facilities or 
advice services. 

I need to move somewhere I will not feel isolated. I already 
feel very unhappy. Three months ago I had a hysterectomy and 
that is also generating a sense of loss for me. 

Kathleen, Liverpool 
I am sure your parents have your best interests at heart and feel 
you would be happier in accommodation of your own. 

It is important that you get a social worker who will know 
how to arrange a flat for you and will also give you support. You 
could ring social services or try asking your GP for help. You 
may also like to contact Saneline, a national helpline for anyone 
coping with mental health problems. While those difficulties are 
in the past for you, I am sure you would find them helpful and 


encouraging. 

The Church of England has a Board of Social Responsibility 
in Liverpool, which might be able to help. If you like, I could 
write on your behalf. 

You are daunted by this new period of your life, but it may 
turn out to be much better than you suppose. Rather than a 
sense of loss, you may gain a sense of achievement. 

You are sad that you will never have children, but there is 
nothing to stop you finding activities that involve children. Your 
churches will welcome your help, and your library will have 
details of any societies and clubs for children. See also page 21. 


Factfile 


AYME, Sunbow House, 5 Medland, Woughton Park, Milton Keynes MK6 3BH, tel: 01908 691635. 
Board of Social Responsibility, Church House, 1 Hanover Street, Liverpool L1 3DW. Contact 


Ultan Russell. 


London Family Adviser Service, Mencap, tel: 020 8586 7548. Contact Martin Cunnington. 
Progressive Hereditary Spastic Paraparesis (paraplegia) Society, 37 Alexandra Road, Great 
Wakering, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS3 OHN, helpline: 01702 218184, mobile: 07989 313860. 


Contact Stephanie Pengelly. 


Public Liaison Unit, Mencap, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1Y ORT, tel: 020 7696 5593/5503. 


Contact Joanna Preston-Wyse. 


Saneline, tel: 0345 678000 (price of a local call), 12pm-2am every day. 


bild British Institute of Learning Disabilities 


Good Times, Bad Times: 


OFFERING A 
UNIQUE 
SERVICE 


Women with Learning Difficulties 
Telling their Stories 


Edited by Dorothy Atkinson, Michelle McCarthy, Jan Walmsley, 
Mabel Cooper, Sheena Rolph, Simone Aspis, Pam Barette, 
Mary Coventry and Gloria Ferris 


In this book, women with a learning disability give voice 
to their thoughts and feelings on a range of topics 
which matter to them. The chapters cover subjects» 
ranging from work to relationships and the politics of 


learning disability. The book offers a unique insight into 
what it means to be a woman with a learning disability 
in Europe today. It also provides a detailed account of 
the process by which women with and without a 
learning disability worked to support each other to 
make their voices heard. It is essential reading for 
anyone involved in service provision and a landmark 
contribution to feminist writing. 


Price: £9.50 + 5% p&p 
Published 2000 
ISBN | 902519 183 


Please send your order quoting ref PUB/00/38 to 
BILD Publications, Plymbridge Distributors, 
Plymbridge House Estover Road, Plymouth PL6 7PZ 
tel:01752 202301 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers 
advice and support on 
personal and spiritual 
problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, and she has 
a postgraduate diploma in 
homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something 

you need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays 1pm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


New! 


Fun and games/Information 39 


By DN's 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

Romance at the start of 

August changes to a whirl 
as Mars passes through Leo. 
Don’t make hasty decisions — 
you may regret it when the 
moon opposes you on the 15th. 
VIRGO (24 Aug-23 Sept) 

Venus enters Virgo on 

the 7th, bringing 
romance for single people and 
closeness for couples. Bonds 
will strengthen from the 23rd 
with more self-belief. 

LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 

You should have more 
meee energy for the challenges 
that drained you last month. 
So, take an active holiday to 
recharge those batteries further 
or dig in and work away. 
SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

Avoid conflict. Your 

temper may rise and 
there is danger of being too 
quick to condemn others. Use 
your wisdom and practice 
restraint. Avoid risks this month. 


SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
Find out who your 
friends and foes are 

before you embark on 

anything. Talk your way out of 
tight corners. You have a bit 

more energy now and there’s a 

light at the end of the tunnel. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 

You may get mixed 

messages. Things become 
clearer around the 23rd when 
you will be able to communicate 
your needs more clearly. Expect 
to receive some unexpected 
support from a female relative. 

AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

SY Powerful feelings could 
erupt in August around 

the 15th when the full moon is 

in your sign. But you have the 
right balance of self-restraint 
and responsiveness to deal with 
the situation. 

PISCES (20 Feb-20 Mar) 

August will not be easy. 

Do not progress any 
major projects. It is hard to see 
the wood for the trees so shelve 
what you can and try and take 

a break. 

ARIES (27 Mar-20 Apr) 

It’s a good time to 

approach someone in 
authority with an idea. While 
others bask in the holiday sun 
you can take advantage of the 
slower summer pace to develop 

a project of your own. 

TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
Don’t be bull-headed 

= with loved ones in your 

attempt to be understood. You 
have a fixed position over an 
important matter that involves 
those close to you. Listen to 


ACROSS 

1. Oscar Wilde’s vain hero (6,4) 

8. Type of tea (5) 

9. Stuck together (7) 

10. Get risen tin (anag) 

11. Clumsy or unskilful (5) 

13. Pester (6) 

15. Widespread lack of food (6) 

16. Ancient philosopher (5) 

20,22. Bore raffish heart 

(anag — 6,2,5,3) 

21. Say red yet (anag) 

D2eS6E20, 

DOWN 

1. Treatment for kidney 
problems (8) 

2. Back-up for enablers (7,4) 

3. Confess or concede (5) 

4. Child’s street chariot (2-4) 

5. Speech disability (7) 

6. Three-horsed carriage (6) 

7. Sayings (6) 

12. Symbol of Scotland (7) 

14. On the other side (7) 

16. Swollen (5) 

17. Area for public events (5) 

18. Different or apart (5) 

19. Carry out orders (4) 


their point of view as well. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

Things may go your way 

at the start of August. A 
relative may get jealous and 
show it. If you are generous and 
share your good fortune with 
others you should be able to 
overcome any obstacles. 
CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
OO Niggling worries could 

affect your health. The 
problem is not big. Relax and 
take time off. Listen to your 
partner’s advice: they have a 
better grip on things. 


DN’s crossword 


sponsored by 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE” 


Answers, on page 43 
COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


Sevibble pad 


Wembley’s a winner 


‘isitors to the aE 


Independent 
Living Show in 
Wembley, 13-14 
September, will find 
a new attraction — 
the Sunrise “House 
of Independence” — a 
fully adapted home 
giving you ideas for 
your own home. 

Most national manufacturers 
and organisations will be there. 
So you can get advice and try 
out equipment before 
purchasing. There’s even a 
test track for trying out 
wheelchairs and scooters. 

Another advantage 
of the Independent 
Living Show is the free seminar 
series. This year’s topics include 
multiple sclerosis and cannabis 


use, continuing professional 
development for occupational 
therapists, and how changes in 
equipment provision affect the 
consumer. Presenters 
include inventor, 
Professor Heinz Wolf, 
whose seminar Living 
at home is best will 
discuss how present and future 
technology can increase 
independence at home. 

= The show is free, 
and visitors are 
encouraged to send for 
their ticket in advance 
so they can gain 
quicker entry. For full 
details and tickets, tel: 
0870 751 1437. 
© Look out for a 
review of the show in 
the October issue. 


DN subscriptions 


Hotline: 020 7619 7317 


f£ you receive any of the means-tested benefits 
Listed below, then you are entitled to receive 
DN directly to your door every month — for 
FREE. Simply send us proof of your entitlement 
and we will set up your subscription 
immediately. 


Iternatively, to subscribe, tick the rate 
you require and send with payment to ™ 
our FREEPOST address (remember — no 
stamp required if posting in the UK). Cheques 
payable to Disability Now. Or call our 
Hotline number above and pay by credit card. 


i 
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: | enclose a cheque for £ ww. whichiincludes'a donation! Of £vascsccceceestee ees ; eae ; 
\ Please make cheques payable to Disability Now. , 
: Send to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR. , 
; New rates for 2000: i 
j [Those on means-tested benefits FREE RS income support, housing benefit, council ) | 
I Individual athome address 1 year £18 () tax exemption, disability working | | 
I allowance, job seekers allowance | , 
i 2 years £35 O (please include proof of entitlement — documentation A 
1 Professional/organisation 1year £28 () See esterase ere 
I 
I 2years £53 O Multiple copy fia as guar 

2 copies £48, 3 copies £72, 4 copi : ies £108, 
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Mercedes Benz Vito 2.1 clesel 
on the road | 


Nissan 
Vanette dd ese 


on the road 


Mercedes aa Vito 2.0L petro 


Whole fa 
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ALL PRICES ASSUME } 
VAT AND 
ROAD FUND LICENSE 
ZERO RATING. 


Renault Trafic F sie 


VW 800 Special 1.9 turbo diesel 


*VW & Mercedes are 


an the road available as automatics. ant the road 
To an _ | VERSA SALES | 
he Versa family range of vehicles are the benchmark of quality. ] 
The trims and fabrics used in these vehicles are of the highest | Widnes Car Centre Limited, ] 
standard as well as being colour co-ordinated with soft headlinings | en yas mines Clisl AS TAL, Hl] 
and recess discrete lighting. With many comfort, convenience, safety } aR ea | 
and security features, the list is endless. | ye jaf gs tI 
For further information or to arrange a demonstration please contact tek 01 1 ‘495 1382 || 
Phil Beecham or Mike Jones Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm | 
Phone Phil Beecham or Mike joe for New Versa SJupotability: || 
and Phil Hawkins for Used Versa Enquiries. eee mera || 


Web site: www.wcc-nissan.co.uk E-mail: wcc@wcc-nissan.co.uk Wy 
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e Information 


| Through the Roof have The site is split into sections rented or shared ownership six areas including disabled 
eh published Churches including job search, debt housing for people with people and lesbians and gay 
and the Disability advice, scam warnings, small physical or learning disabilities, men, it discusses achievements, 
Discrimination Act, a leaflet business information and case as well as care and support to procedures and outlines future 
stating how churches can avoid studies. Visit the site at help with independent living. targets. For disabled people this 
discriminating, what changes www.homeworking.com Tel: 01784 490910, e-mail: is divided into legislation, getting 
they need to make, where they info@ability-housing.co.uk around, and the workplace. 
can get help and what to expect 4.» The Cheshire For a free copy (available in 
after 2004. For a free copy write HW #2 Foundation Housing Brighton and Hove Council different formats), contact the 
to Through the Roof, PO Box Ability Association has have published a review of their Policy and Communications 
178, Cobham, Surrey KT111YN. changed its name to Ability. Equalities Policy 1999, Team, tel: 01273 291021, fax: 
The Association provides Celebrating Diversity. Split into 01273 291013. 
& The Royal 
px National Institute 


duallenging blindness’ for the Blind have 
produced a new “low vision” 

website. It is divided into two 

sections, one for people with 

sight problems, the other for 

eye care professionals, and is 

accessible to specialist 

technology. The site contains a 

database of all low vision 

[| FROM DAEWOO 
well as research reports and 

product information. Visit it at 

www.rnib.org.uk/lowvision 


FROM THE NATIONAL LOTTERY 


Fieldfare, in 

Fieldtare Tust partnership with the 
Millennium Commission have 
established 50 Millennium 
Awards of between £2,000 and 
£10,000 to increase 
opportunities for disabled 
people to explore the 
countryside in Scotland. 
Projects could include setting 
up access groups, education 


projects or printing trail < Nil Wavaace 


leaflets. Roadshows about the 


awards operate from 5 July to . . Rental : 


20 September. For more details _ _ 
and venues, tel: 01334 657708, on selected 


fax: 01334 657978. - - new Daewoos 


Scotland’s National Disability 
Information Service (UPDATE) 
provides up-to-date seme Should you, or a member of your family, receive Disabled Living Allowance at the higher rate, you. 
information and support ; 
services to information 
providers in Scotland. It also will gladly arrange a home visit, at your convenience, so you can test drive a Daewoo for yooreey: 
works with the Scottish 
Accessible Information Forum 
(SAIF) to promote the 
Standards for Disabiltiy 
Information and Advice 
Provision in Scotland. For ¢ Power steering * Dual airbags (exc. Korando & Musso) * Immobiliser 
details, tel: 0131 558 5200, 
minicom: 0131 558 5202. ¢ Tinted glass * RDS radio/cassette stereo system 


A y 
ACCREDITED Could be driving a brand new Daewoo ... all thanks to Daewoo Motability. Should you wish, we. 


All new Daewoos include as standard: 


SOUNDWRITE SoundWrite, 
Bie ca DAEWOO MOTABILITY CARS COME WITH: 
catalogue. It is split into 
sections including bestsellers, 
drama and comedy, children 
and biographies. Well-known 


¢ 3 Years servicing e FREE Advanced Driving Course 


¢ 3 Years Daewoo Total AA cover in association with the 


titles range from Enid Blyton’s 
Noddy to Alex Garland’s The 
Beach, Seamus Heaney’s Beowulf 
and Dylan Thomas’ Under Milk 
Wood. £1, from SoundWrite, 
tel/fax: 01202 764709, e-mail: 
enquiries@soundwrite.co.uk 


¢ 3 Years insurance (contract hire only) Institute of Advanced Motorists 


Homeworking is a new website 
giving free information to those 
wishing to work from home. 


0800 309903 wr 
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° Information 


aie Lhe Terrence Higgins 
MSU Trust (THT) has 
produced two guides, 
Thinking About the Future and 
Positive about work, for people 
with HIV. The guides discuss 
issues around returning to 


work and making decisions for 
the future, and contain 
comprehensive listings of 
resources and organisations in 
the job and training market. 
Single copies are available from 
all THT offices or from the 
THT helpline, tel: 020 7242 
1010. Bulk copies from 
Publications Orders, Terrence 
Higgins Trust, 52-54 Grays Inn 
Road, London WC1X 8JU. 


The Challenger 


& = 2 > 5 ¢ 

eg Children’s Fund gives 
grants to physically 

disabled children who are 


resident in Scotland for a wide 
range of activities. Further 
information and application 
forms from Wendy Dunn, Ecas, 
Cunningham Unit, Astley 
Ainslie Hospital 133 Grange 
Loan, Edinburgh EH9 2HL, tel: 
OSes 9093: 


NSPCC 
Cruelty to children must stop. FoLL ster and the 
University of Sheffield have 
published The Child’s World: 
assessing children in need, a 
new training and development 
pack to help professionals assess 
whether a child is in need and 
how to provide relevant support. 
It includes Government guidance 
intended to improve assessment 
practice quality and the effects 
on children whose development 
and health would suffer if proper 
services were not provided. 
Contact the Department of 
Health, PO Box 777, London SE1 
6XH, or visit www.open.gov.uk/ 
doh/quality.htm 


e What’s on 


in 
ra) 
fe) 
9 


gris, 


. ey 
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Mencap will hold Opportunity 
and Inclusion, 1-2 September, 
University of Sheffield. It is for 
all Mencap members, giving 
them the chance to debate, 
share ideas and knowledge, 
and have their say about the 
future of the charity. There’s a 
workshop programme 
including employment policy, 
money and benefits, 
volunteering and changing 
attitudes. Details and booking 
form from Debbie Porter, tel: 
020 7696 6022. 


star The British Deaf Association will hold the conference 
Putting you in the Picture, 6-7 September, University of 
Birmingham. It will explore how videphone technology 


can help deaf people who use sign language. There are four 
sections: “Services” looks at implications for public services, 
“Long Distance Learning” on how sign language information 
can be accessed by videophone at any time, “Education and 
Training” on distance learning through video conferencing, and 
“Standards and Usage” on practical and ethical issues. Full 
details, fax: 020 7588 3527, e-mail: annep@bda.org.uk 


Alzheimer’s Northern Ireland will hold their autumn 
conference, Learning Disability and Dementia, 12 September 
2000, County Antrim. Covering a broad spectrum of topics, it 
will consider the implications for families, carers, professional 
care workers, policy makers and planners. Full details from 
Maragaret Graham, tel: 028 90 664100, fax: 028 90 664440. 


Disabled Living will hold the seminar Buying Equipment 
— suitability and safety for clients and customers, legal 
aspects, 12 September, Manchester. Aimed at occupational 


therapists, those providing equipment, manufacturers and 
retailers, it will discuss practical and legal issues surrounding 
purchasing such as legal liability and the Consumer Protection 
Act 1987. Full details, tel: 0161 832 3678, fax: 0161 835 3591. 


bil 


The British Institute of Learning Disabilities, in 
association with the Home Farm Trust and RNIB 


will hold the conference Our Lives — Past, Present and Future, 
13-15 September, Blackpool. Discussions include choices in the 
community for people with high support needs, and the law and 
people with learning disabilities. Workshops include getting 
your eyes tested, self-advocacy and family relationships, and 
access to politics. There’s also an art exhibition. For full details, 
tel: 01562 850251, e-mail: lizh@bild-edn.demon.co.uk 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS...and make a big impression. Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5.50 a line. All small ads must be paid for in advance. If you 


want to advertise, please use the form below. Send it with a cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


tel: 020 7619 7320, fax: 020 7619 7331, 


minicom: 020 7619 7332, ~ 
e-mail: patrick.durham_matthews@scope.org.uk 


¢ Personal 


MY NAME IS Michael. I am a christian 
astrologer (not professional). I have a 
rare type of dyslexia. Interests are histo- 
ry, old-time dancing, piano, newspaper 
cuttings and steam engines. I am a young 
looking 50 and wltm a lady, perhaps 
younger. I am 6ft and slim. I live near 
Bishops Stortford. Box No. 056 


RELATIVELY ABLE-BODIED man, bright, 
romantic, not bad looking, tallish and 
talkative, young 41, seeks lady, 30-45 for 
life, love etc. | am enthusiastic and pas- 
sionate. Box No. 057 


1 AM FEMALE, 34% years old. I am deaf 
and disabled. I have one son. I am look- 
ing for the right man who must be good- 
looking, able-bodied or disabled (but not 
a wheelchair-user). I am looking for a 
relationship. Please send a letter with a 
photograph if possible. Box No. 058 


DISABLED NOT DEAD. Outgoing male, 47, 
wheelchair-user, n/s, own home and car. 
Interests include cooking, cinema, music 
and tv. Seeks petite, tactile female, 30-45, 
preferably around Sft tall, slim/medium 
build for friendship/relationship. 
Northwest/anywhere. Box No. 059 


RETIRED PROFESSIONAL MAN, 54. 
Relaxed outlook on life but also practical 
and realistic with an active mind. 
Wheelchair-user due to accident. 
Interests include my garden, travel, 
exploring the countryside, films, reading 
and the internet. Wltm a warm, calm, 
confident and independent woman with 
a cheerful approach to life and sponta- 
neous sense of humour. SE region. Box 
No. 060 


LADY, AGE 54, Sft, smoker. Very cuddly, 
semi-disabled (walks with elbow crutch- 
es). Own car/house, fun personality. 
Seeks male companionship. Box No. 061 


HI, | AM a disabled guy in my 20s, sick 
and tired of watching able-bodied people 
enjoying sexual relationships and taking 
it for granted. Why not me? If you feel 
the same way as I do, let’s make friends 
and hang around. Write or e-mail me: 
Itp@altp.freeserve.co.uk. Box No. 062 


ABLE MAN, YOUNG 40, intelligent, open, 
talkative, interested in cooking, nutri- 
tion, animals and reading. Seeks bright, 
happy, passionate lady soulmate, 30-44. I 
am Sft 10in, you — smallish? Box No. 063 


DISABLED WOMAN, 30, wltm Taurus, 
Virgo and Capricorn men for fun, friend- 
ship and compatible relationship. Only 
these men need apply and only if you are 
disabled, please. Could we be star- 
crossed lovers? Box No. 064 


CAN YOU LIVE with yourself if you don’t 
write to me? Petite, 40 something dis- 
abled lady, with gsoh, many likes, not 
many dislikes. Interested? Write today. 
Box No. 065 


QUIET WIDOWER, 59, former carer, likes ‘ 
gardening, cats (that’s cats, not cars!), 

walking, travel. Wltm a lady, mid 50s, : 
similar circumstances and interests. All | 
letters answered. West Wales. Box No. 066 


| 
HI, MY NAME is Allyn. I am a lady, 40+, | 
seeking a gentleman to write to for | 
friendship. I have cp and a speech prob- | 
lem. Interests are reading, listening to 
music, and watching football and tennis 

on the television. My love for animals | 
brings out the caring nature in me. If you | 
are a caring person as well, please write. 
Box No. 067 : 


SKWIRREL ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR for 


child up to 45kg. Electric height and tilt 
adjusters. Battery charger, hardly used. New 
£8,000, sell for £2,000. Tel: 01422 341578. 


INVACARE CHEETAH POWERCHAIR, good 
working order, Recaro seat, 8 mph, 5 
years old. Very comfortable. £750. Tel: 
07771 933756 (Nottingham). 


WHEELCHAIR POWER PACK (TGA Electric 
Leisure) for easy pushing large/small 
wheels. Electric motor hand speed 
control. 1995, one year’s use, moderate 
use. £495 new, accept reasonable offer. 
Tel: 020 7221 5933 (by 31 July) or 020 
7937 1643 (from 1 August). 


SUNGIFT 200 MOBILITY electric scooter 
with all weather canopy and battery 
charger. In excellent condition, £1,250. 
Tel: 01483 562695 or 01483 421545 (Surrey). 


SUNRISE DIPLOMAT 4-WHEEL scooter. As 
new, 8mph. Cost new £3,700, accept 
£2,000 ono. Tel: 01233 820795. 


ALL TERRAIN WHEELCHAIR, ideal for 
beach. £950 ono. Tel: 01929 481550. 


SUNRISE SPIRIT ELECTRIC wheelchair, 
18in seat, elevated leg rests, extras. Vgc, 
was £3,000, quick sell at £750. Tel: 020 
8441 3229. 


STUNNINGLY DESIGNED ITALIAN electric 
scooter, Far model Twip-cat 3RX, 10mph. 
Dry cells with charger. First class condi- 
tion, £1,200 ono. Tel: 01908 660089. 


SUNRISE POWERTEC F40 
electric wheelchair. Little used, therefore 
excellent condition. Extras — quick 
release de-docking system, kerb climber. 
Charger included — gel batteries. 
Cost £2,626, accept £1,800 ono. 
Tel: 01604 770673. 


SUNGIFT LEGEND ELECTRIC wheelchair, 
with charger and pair of metal folding 
ramps. £1,000 ono. Tel: 0115 974 8335. 


e Cars/vans 


MERCEDES VITO, 1998, R reg, 15k miles 
only. Fully adapted with 2 extra seats in 
rear. Power steering, tinted windows, air 
conditioning. In excellent condition. 
£10,300. Tel: 01923 449514. 


classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block 
capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space 
in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 


j daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 


j Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 
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Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


I DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 
Cost: £5.50 per line. Tick box below. 


semi-display linage advert. Cost: £5.50 


box linage advert. Cost: £5.50 per line 
plus £20. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 


per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 


O Standard linage advert 
(: Semi-display linage advert 
G) Box linage advert 
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\ ESCORT CHAIRMAN, H REG, 1400cc, 1990. 


Good condition. 37k miles, one owner. 
£5,500 ono. Tel: 0956 912620 (any time). 


‘FORD TRANSIT EXECUTIVE minibus, 


metallic blue, K reg, pas. Fitted power 
side-lift, fittings for one wheelchair 
alongside driver, plus 4 passenger seats. 
Towbar, new MOT, vgc, 65k miles. 
£3,750 ono. Tel: 01737 844787 (Dorking). 


RENAULT TRAFIC, INTERBILITY 
conversion, hydraulic wheelchair lift. 
Fitted out for leisure use with cooker, 

wash basin, flushing toilet and day 
bed/bench seats. J reg, 1991, £4,500 ono. 
For full details and photographs, 
tel: 0117 968 5898 (Bristol). 


FORD FOCUS 1.6L Zetec Estate, auto, sil- 
ver, 1,284 miles. W reg (March 2000). 
Vgc, hand controls, electric boot hoist 
with Mini Jazzer electric wheelchair. 
Complete package £11,000. Tel: 01932 
886615 (Leicester). 


FORD TRANSIT TURBO 
diesel, auto, N reg, 46k miles, metallic 
green. Remote side door, ramp and rear 
doors, with step, towbar and electric 
mirrors, windows, gear change and 


hand brake. Tie downs for wheelchair, 
two rear seats, tinted windows and 
sound proofed. 10-CD multi-changer. 
Offers over £10,000 ono. 
Tel: 01383 727737. 


RENAULT EXTRA VAN converted for 
wheelchair. Ramp, electric winch and 
large windows. H reg, long MOT. 
£2,750. Tel: 01296 730696 (Bucks). 


CHRYSLER VOYAGER 3.3CC, S reg, excel- 
lent condition, fully adapted for wheel- 
chair user. Hydraulic lift, automatic, pas, 
air con’, tinted rear windows. 2,117 
miles. £27,500 ono. Tel for details: 01844 
212153 (Oswestry). 


VAUXHALL COMBO 1.4 
1997, red, wheelchair passenger plus 3 
others. Rear access, all-round vision, 
lowering system, fully serviced and 


MOT to March 2000 by Vauxhall 
dealer. 3k miles, excellent condition. 
£9,500. Tel: 01268 695916 
(Essex, after 6pm). 


CITROEN BERLINGO, BROTHERWOOD 
adaption for large wheelchair, seats four 
others in comfort. S reg. Only £10,950 
ono. Tel: 01244 319642 (Chester). 


CHAIRMAN FIESTA 1.3, J reg, 51k miles. 
£1,250 ono. Tel: 01291 626718 (Chepstow). 


VAUXHALL CAVALIER 1.8 
1996, N reg. Vgc, fsh, electric hoist, hand 
controls. Electric windows and pas. 


£5,250 ono. Tel: 01702 466087. 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE, 1994, L reg, rear 
wheelchair access, 3 rear seats, under 10k 
miles. Vgc, £3,750. Tel: 01843 866751. 


MOTORCARAVAN, COACHBUILT AND 
converted for disabled passenger and 
family. L reg, tail-lift, lots of storage. 
12 months MOT, very comfy, reduced 
for quick sale. £16,000 ono. Tel: 01202 
Host / 


CHAIRMAN METRO, D REG, 50k miles. 
1 year MOT, 3 seats plus wheelchair, 
vec. £1,250 ono. Tel: 01923 232148 
(Watford). 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, G REG, automatic 
invalid car. Wheelchair access by rear 
ramp. 6,500 miles, one owner. £1,500. 
Tel: 020 8546 3484. 


ELAP ROTATING PASSENGER side car seat 
to fit Renault Clio only. Vgc, was £630, 
asking £250. Tel: 01974 272696 (West 
Wales). 


FORD TRANSIT, AUTO 
27k miles, K reg, pas, fully adapted. 
Recent refurbishment costing £4,000. 
Wheelchair or able-bodied driver. Full 
MOT June 2000. Excellent condition 
with many extras. £6,750 ono. 
Tel: 0121 459 7771. 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.4, petrol, E reg, red, 
73k miles, one full year’s MOT. Adapted 
by Poynting with ramp for wheelchair 
passenger. Vgc, £1,650. Tel: 01159 
525690 (Nottingham). 


¢ Courses 


Interested in Performing Arts? 


SOLID FOUNDATIONS 
Certificate in Higher Education 
Performing Arts for 


Disabled People 


LIPA 


THE LIVERPOOL INSTITUTE FOR PERFORMING ARTS 


1 Mount Street 
Liverpool 

L1 9HF 

0151 330 3000 


For further details contact Admissions: 0151 330 3084 


e-mail: admissions @lipa.ac.uk 


NISSAN SERENA, N REG, Brotherwood 
conversion, 27k miles. Immaculate condi- 
tion. £10,995 ono. Tel: 01279 507200. 


METRO 1.3, AUTO, MOT till May. 
Adapted to take wheelchair passenger. 
Vgc, £1,800. Tel: 01323 842227 (East 
Sussex). 


FORD ESCORT ENCORE, 16y, auto, pas, 
N reg, 11k miles. Fitted with Constables 
carchair on passenger side. Bargain at 


£4,990. Tel: 020 7266 0212. 


RENAULT TRAFIC, L REG, 12 months 
MOT, 8 seats plus driver, ramp, wheel- 
chair clampage throughout. 25k miles, 
£8,500 ono. Tel: 01908 316926. 


CHAIMAN METRO, SILVER, back ramp, 
vec, 44k miles, 7 month MOT, 1100cc. 
Only 2 previous owners. £4,500 ono. Tel: 
0116 224 7794 (Leicester). 


SWIVEL CAR SEAT, swings out and round. 
Cost £1,165, as new, accept £765. Tel: 
01502 741422 (Suffolk). 


ELAP ROTATING CAR 
seat to fit Renault Clio, 4-door car. Very 
good condition. Cost £675, offers around 
£400. Tel: 01522 810065. 


VOLVO 740 AUTO estate, G reg (July 
1990), 74k miles. Hodge wheelchair, elec- 
tric hoist, taxed and MOT until start of 
June 2001. £2,250 ono. Tel: 01903 
884864. 


UNISTOW SCOOTER TRAILER, fits to car 
towbar. £350 ono. Tel: 0116 220 9188. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1.8, auto, E reg. 
Brotherwood conversion, MOT, 73k 
miles. Tel: 01727 852254 (Herts). 


¢ Household 


BATH LIFT SEAT, Neptune, very good 
condition, fits inside bath. £524 new, 
£150 ono. Tel: 020 8502 2829. 


PREMIER WALK-IN bath with shower. 
Cost £4,000, excellent condition, will 
accept £500. Tel: 01792 774329. 


NIAGARA THERAPY MASSAGE pad and 
hand unit. Can be used separately. 
Excellent condition. Cost £1,090, accept 
£550. Instructions and video. Tel: 01924 
261541. 


BATH BUBBLE LIFT aid with electric 
inflate/deflate blower. 1998, one month 
usage. £600 new, £300 ono. Tel: 020 7221 
5933 (by 31 July) or 020 7937 1643 (from 
1 August). 


AREMCO MATTRESS VARIATOR 
electric, 4ft wide, £200. Portable commode 
chair, £50. Seca electronic weigh chair, 
vec, £450 ono. Silicore pressure relieving 
mattress, little used, £100. Or £650 for all 
the aforementioned. Tel: 0113 250 6128. 


MEDIMOTION ELECTRONIC LEG exerciser 
machine as used in rehab and hospitals. 
Excellent features, as new. Cost over 
£1,000, offers in excess of £350. Various 
other quality disability aids available. 
Tel: 01244 319642 (Chester). 


MANGAR BATTERY POWERED compressor 
for lifting cushion. Tel: 01342 311941. 


ELECTRIC RECLINER CHAIR. £300. Tel: 
01902 761979. 


AQUABILITY BATH BUBBLE. Unused, cost 
£700, accept reasonable offer. Tel: 020 
7624 5447 (London). 


VOLKER 3010 BED, fully adjustable. 
Extras. As new, cost £2,300, accept 
£1,600. Tel: 07801 839984 (day), 01495 
226187 (after 6pm). 


STAIRLIFT BISON BEDE Classic, straight 
rail. Only used seven months. £1,400 
ono. Tel: 01708 769497. 


SINGLE ELECTRIC BED, three positions, 
less than 1 year old. Vgc, £500. Tel: 
01902 761979. 


ACORN STAIRLIFT, NEVER used, installed 
February 2000. Left hand 150/in rail, 
45 degrees. £900. Tel: 020 8514 0367 
(Romford area). 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT, motorized, fully 
adjustable single bed. Solid divan pocket 
sprung mattress, built in massage. Cost 
£2,650, will accept £1,500 ono. Tel: 
01584 875308. 


° Walkin 


RIFTON ELECTRONIC LIFT-WALKER assists 
adult or teenager to stand/walk — no 
lifting. As new, cost £1,700. Any reason- 
able offer secures. Buyer collects from 


Chester. Tel: 01244 319642. 


learning disabilities. 


leading drama-based projects. 


Monies fund this project. 


29 August 2000. 


Receptionist 


21 hours per week 


Hours: 1.15pm — 5.30pm Monday to 
Thursday, 1.00pm — 5.00pm Fridays 
Salary £9,580pa, plus pension scheme. 


"Whose Health is it Anyway?" 


Two Theatre Project Workers 
(30 hours per week) 
Fixed-term contract 
Salary: £18,546 per annum, pro rata (pt 29) 


One Administrator Post 
(30 hours per week) 
Fixed-term contract 
Salary: £17,274 per annum, pro rata (pt 27) 
Annual leave for both posts 20 days per annum. 


The Leeds Joint Commissioning Board for people with learning 
disabilities, in partnership with CHANGE, wishes to appoint a deaf 
or disabled person to work on the Leeds-based Theatre Project 
using Forum Theatre to explore health issues with people with 


Must have experience of working in an empowering way with 
people with disabilities. Must have experience of planning or 


For further information and an application form please send a 44p 
SAE to Marie Tomblin, CHANGE, First Floor, 69-85 Old Street, 
London EC1V 9HY. CVs not accepted. 


Health Action Zone Innovation Fund PE= 


Closing date for applications is Tuesday 
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Charity Registration No: 256435 


Sargent Cancer Care for Children is the Uk’s leading provider of psycho-social 
support to children and young people with cancer and their families. 


We are seeking a Receptionist to provide full reception cover for our 
Hammersmith Office. Candidates should have experience of reception 
and/or clerical work and an excellent telephone manner. Duties will include 
dealing with incoming calls and taking messages where appropriate, 
meeting and greeting visitors, administrating meeting room and car park 
bookings and providing administrative assistance to other departments 


when required. 


Closing date Friday 11 August 2000. 


This position is based in Hammersmith. For more information please 


contact, quoting Ref: RECO00/07: 


Laura Platon at Sargent Cancer Care for Children, Griffin House, 
161 Hammersmith Road, London W6 8SG or call on 020 8752 2800. 


MOBILE ELECTRIC HOIST (Opale) with a 
fleece and 2 bath slings, £200. Electric 
bath lift (Neptune), £150. Wheelchair 
(Carters Attendant), £50. All good condi- 
tion. Tel: 020 8529 7934 (Chingford). 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat, unused, fits 
Volvo 200. Cost £630, offers around 
£450. Also, Uniscan frame with seat and 
brakes, £49. Aquasoothe electric bath 
seat, £280 ono. Tel: 01949 861345. 


ONE BEDROOM FLAT 
in complex, designed for physically 
disabled. 24 hour helpline from carers on 
site. Lowered kitchen work surfaces. 
Drop-down seat over bath. Close GP 
surgery, chemist, corner shop, easy reach 


local shops. 10 mins to sea. £49,950. 
Tel: 01323 760849. 


UNIVERSITY RESEARCHER (BRIGHTON) is 
looking for advice from people with 
disabilities to establish what aspects of 
sexual expression they feel need inves- 
tigating. Details of personal and private 
nature are not required, rather construc- 
tive suggestions are needed to help define 
and design a research project. For further 
information on the research, please e-mail 
L.Couldrick@brighton.ac.uk, or tel: 01273 
643647 to obtain a project information 
sheet. 


MALE, 58, WITH mild cp seeks placement 
in residential setting. Preferred location 
in the London area. Please forward infor- 
mation to Box No. PDM1, Disability 
Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


For personal ads, submit about — 
25 words and send a cheque or 
postal order for £6 payable to 
Disability Now with your ad. 

This is to help cover our costs. 
To reply to a personal ad. 


indicate the Box Number and 
mark the envelope Private and 
Confidential. If you do not it will 
be opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 2. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Dorian Gray 
8. Assam 9. Cohered 

10. Interesting 11. Inept 

13. Harass 15. Famine 

16. Plato 20. Breath of fresh 
21. Yesterday 22. Air 
DOWN: 1. Dialysis 

2. Respite care 3. Admit 

4. Go-Kart 5. Aphasia 

6. Troika 7. Adages 

12. Thistle 14. Beyond 

16. Puffy 17. Arena 18. Other 
19. Obey 
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¢ Contracts and tenders 


ZOdOoO 


Classified deadlines for 
the September issue: 
Booking deadline is 

11 August 
Copy deadline is 
15 August 


Nr. St, Just - Cornwall - Sleeps 4. 


Single storey bungalow - “Swallow’s End” 
Tranquil, level setting - beautiful rural views 
Category 1 - All needs catered for 


‘Colour brochure: 01736 368575 
’ . website: www.chh.co.uk 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


HOME WITH A HEART FOR 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 


SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW 
SITUATED ON GOLF COURSE. 

3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), 
CABLE TV, FREE LOCAL TELEPHONE CALLS, 
FREE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 

24 HR 'ON CALL' MANAGEMENT COMPANY. 
15 mins ORLANDO AIRPORT. 20 mins DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER. 


SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Shaftesbury, Dorset. Award winning holiday cottages, 
cat 1, 2 and 3. Working family farm in beautiful countryside. 
“Best views in Dorset”, tremendous character, log fires, C.H. 

old beams. Accessible swimming, some aids and support services 

available, Colour brochure. Mrs Sue Smart, Hartgrove Farm, 

Hartgrove, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 0JY, tel: 01747 811830, 

fax: 01747 811066, e-mail: cottages@hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
www. hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Cleethorpes Accessible holiday chalet, 
3 bedrooms. Children 

‘and pets welcome. Sleeps up to 6. From 

£295 per week. Few weeks left this season. 

Book now’ for 2001. For more details 

Tel: 0796 784 5686 or 01302 854215. 


YE Specialising in Holidays 
LLEY for Disabled People 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acre gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 
MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 
Activities/entertainments. Rates from £250/week. 
(01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 
The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NPS 4TP 


Igarve, Portug 
Small hotel owned and run by English family. 
Home from home. Happy and friendly. Home 
cooked food. Diets catered for. All bedrooms 
en-suite. Our own swimming pool and grass 
bowling green. Golfing bookings can be made. 
We are fully equipped for wheelchair users, 
their families and friends. Met at Faro airport. | 
For brochures and flights with A.T.0.L. agents, 


tel: 01235 521804 


__ Tenerife 
Uncovered 


Welcome to our new Holiday Brochure 


Look what the Assistance Travel Service has 
to offer: 


* New programme of adapted hotels 
* Flights from your local airport 

¢ Adapted transfers 

* Own local agents 

* Tailor made programs 

* Special equipment hire 


Contact us now at Accessible Travel Service, 
1 Tank Lane, Purfleet, Essex RM19 1TA 
Tel: 01708 863198, Fax: 01708 860514, 
E-mail: aastravel@aol.com 


Retail agent for ATOL holder 


GRANGE COURT HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE: Park with “good” status, 
Goodrington Sands, Devon. Excellent site 
facilities within short walk, with indoor/ 
outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. 
Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, fully wheelchair 
accessible mobile home. Sleeps 4-6, well 
appointed. Free club membership. (Purchased 
with funds from the National Lottery). 


MILDENREATH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Excellent seaside site with good facilities, 
just outside Looe in Cornwall. Restaurant, 
clubhouse, indoor pool. Fully equipped and 
wheelchair accessible 2 bedroom chalet 
accommodation. Sleeps 6 — well furnished and 
comfortable. Free club membership. 


Vacancies August & September 
Details: Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association. 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


Continued on page 45 


Funding Available to Voluntary Organisations 


to provide 
Borough-Wide, Strategic, Pan-Disability Services in Lewisham 


The London Borough of Lewisham is committed to best 
value services that promote social inclusion. We are 
seeking a voluntary sector provider to provide, high 
quality, strategic, pan-disability services to Lewisham’s 
disabled communities. The Council will fund the 
successful applicant(s) for a period of 3 years from 1 
January 2001. The successful applicant(s) will be those 
that can demonstrate an ability to: 


effectively contribute to national and local policies and 
strategies affecting disabled people and ensure that the 
views of key players in the community are represented 
# advise and develop good practice guidelines on 
disability issues 

provide specialist information and advice on welfare 
benefits available to disabled people, their families and 
carers 

# provide advocacy services for people with physical 
and/or sensory loss assessed in need of community 
care support 


¢ Recruitment (on 


Extend 


Providing BBC work placements for talented disabled 
people 


Paid Work Experience 
Opportunities for People 
with Disabilities 


Extend is an annual scheme, which offers disabled people an opportunity to 
gain twelve weeks paid work experience in a wide variety of business units 
across the BBC. Extend has 2 strands; the first offers placements in our 
business units which support programme making areas such as human 
resources, finance, facilities management and technology; the second provides 
placements in programme making areas. 


We are currently seeking applicants for a number of opportunities under 
Strand | of the scheme. Placements are available in London, Cardiff, Evesham, 
Nottingham, Glasgow, Birmingham and Horsham. As well as matching the 
criteria for the individual placement, you will need to demonstrate an interest 
in broadcasting and an aptitude for team work. 


Please note that if you are interested in a placement in one of our 
programme making areas you should NOT reply to this advertisement. 
Strand 2 of Extend which offers opportunities in programme making will be 
advertised in January 2001. 


Please note that only people with disabilities will be considered for these 
placements and candidates will have to undergo a selection process. 


Details are available on audio cassette if required. 


For further details and an application form, contact 

BBC Recruitment Services by August 10th (quote ref. 45486/DI 
and give your name and address) Tel: 020 8740 0005. 
Textphone: 020 8225 9878. Postcard: PO Box 7000, 

London W12 8G). E-mail: recserv@bbc.co.uk 

Online: www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/e45486.shtml Closes: August | 4th. 


'BIBIC 


Working for equality of opportunity 


Want your advert to reach more people? Why not put 


your advert on DN’s website? To add yours, contact 
Richard Gresham, tel: 020 7619 7336. 


¢ raise additional funds to develop new projects/services 
that it identifies as key and significant to disabled people, 


their families and/or carers 


Applications are welcome from agencies wishing to deliver 
all of the above services and from consortia or agencies 
wishing to bid for specific parts of the service. 


Applicants must ensure that disabled people are fully 
involved in the management and operation of the 
organisation through participation as management 
committee members, staff and volunteers. 


Application packs are available from 19 July 2000 with a 
return date of 25 September 2000 from: 


Clare Rhule, Community Sector Unit, Education and 
Culture, 1st Floor Town Hall Chambers, Catford, London 
SE6 4RU Tel: 020 8314 6579 Fax: 020 8314 0157 
email: clare.rhule@lewisham.gov.uk 
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Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to amend or withdraw linage adverts without prior 
notice. All adverts must comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 


Disability Now reserves the right to amend the wording of adverts, where necessary, to 
avoid words or phrases that may cause offense. 


Box Numbers cannot be used for the sale of documents or goods. They can, however, 
be used in mitigating circumstances, by agreement with the Advertising Department. 


Linage adverts can only be used by private individuals. All commercial enquiries must 
be addressed to Richard Gresham, tel: 020 7619 7336, or Patrick Durham-Matthews, 


tel: 020 7619 7320. 


DN cannot except responsibility for loss or damage of adverts (provided in any format) 
or letters during postage forwarding or returning. 


Disability Now will endeavour to keep similar adverts together. However, due to deadlines, 
adverts may have to be placed in separate areas. 


¢ For sale 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guc® Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Accessible Vehicle 


Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 
020 8200 0502 


Ford Galaxy 2.3 GLX, auto, 1997 
“R", purpose built, 5 seats and 
wheelchair, 19,800 miles, pas, 

c/locking, air con - £13,950 


Fiat Fiorino 1.4 petrol, 1994 “M’, 
only 37k miles, purpose built to 
take wheelchair - £3,995 


Letth Autos 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


EASYBIKE & 
EASYTRIKE - 
ELECTRIC 
CYCLES 


Do you have a 
special need? 


freedom and restore your confidence. 


It achieves 15mph with excellent acceleration with 
a range of 15 to 20 miles. Call us now for a free 


Poenure ©" 7000 564040 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES BOUGHT AND SOLD 
Selection of 20-25 mostly one 


owner low mileage vehicles in 
stock from £3,000 - £15,000. 


For full dealer facilities 
contact Graham Clarke 


01634 243596 


Continued on page 45 
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¢ Holidays 


TEMPORARY CENTRE MANAGER 


— 


LEZ 


£22,659 - £24,612 


To cover Maternity Leave for up to six months 


Birmingham Centre for Independent Living (formerly the Disabled 
Living Centre). 


We need a highly motivated individual to work with a committed staff team to 
deliver, promote and develop this service. 


_ The Centre provides information, assessment, advice and training about 
equipment and home adaptations for disabled and older people. It offers an 
excellent range of facilities to the public and professionals, and plays a key role in 
the Occupational Therapy Service. 


You must have a detailed understanding of equipment and adaptations with 
experience of delivering services to disabled people. You'll be a good organiser 
with the skills to manage the resources and day to day administration of a busy 
centre and to liaise with suppliers, agents, visitors, support services, colleagues 
and others. The ability to promote and develop the service and develop effective 
partnerships will be essential. 


You will have proven skills in managing and teaching others and have a relevant 
professional or management qualification (e.g. OT, CSP, Nursing, Social Work). 
Most importantly you will be a good communicator with people and have a 
commitment to responsive service delivery. 


We can offer good on-site resources, a professional development plan and regular 
supervision. There is a pension scheme and staff discounts. The Centre is near 
the City Centre with good bus connections and has secure parking. 


Informal enquiries to Laura Brodrick, Head of Service on 0121 303 1759, 


We particularly welcome applications from people from the Chinese, Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi communities who are currently under-represented in this service. 
Disabled applicants are also welcomed, and the Centre is fully accessible. 


Application forms from Personnel and Training on 0121 303 4305. 
Quote Ref No: 4173. 

Closing date: 4 August 2000. 

Interviews planned for week beginning 14 August 2000. 


spre OP nissham City Council Sys 
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We welcome applications from all sections of the community, irrespective of race, colour, gender, 
sexuality or disability. Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary, 


PROJECT WORKER 


“Improving community equipment services” 
Salary: £20,994 


The Disabled Living 
Centres Council 


“The importance of equipment services to the lives of 
older or disabled people, coupled with the wide variations 
in all aspects of provision, makes concerted action 
essential at national, regional and local level”. 

‘Fully Equipped’, March 2000, Audit Commission 


Registered Charity No 1039444 


As part of a national strategy to promote improvements — fess hoe ee 


in community equipment provision, The Disabled Living 
Centres Council has been awarded a three year grant by the Department of 
Health which will fund this post. 


The project will build on previous work to: 

1) create a national information resource about developments in service 
provision; 

2) promote and facilitate best practice. 


> 


The successful candidate will join a small, dedicated team in Manchester and 
will also need to travel throughout England, meeting and working with service 
users and providers, setting up training events and conferences. 


If you are someone who has knowledge and experience of disability, health 
and social care policy, good organisational and communication skills and you 
want to make a difference, this post could be the one for you! 


For an information pack and job application form contact: dicc, Redbank 
House, 4 St Chad’s Street, Manchester M8 8QA, tel: 0161 834 1044, 
fax: 0161 835 3591, e-mail: dlcc @dicc.demon.co.uk 


« ABO Closing date: Friday 11 August 2000 

e o/s Interviews: week beginning 21 August 2000 
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dicc is striving to be an equal opportunities employer and 


Oe welcomes applications from disabled people. 


e For sale 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Mercedes Vito 113 2.0, petrol, 1996 P, 46k miles, yellow. Lowered floor entrance, swivel seat in 
front, two seats in rear, winch £12,995 
Renault Kangoo Car RXE 1.4, petrol, 2000 V, 5k miles, met’ green. Top of the range, ex-demonstrator, new 
full lowered floor, WAV conversion £11,495 
Skoda Cube 1.6, petrol, 1999 T, delivery miles only, white. New conversion including lowered floor, 
lightweight vision style ramp. Big saving on new price at £10,995 
Ford Courier 1.8, diesel, 1997 R, 18k miles, white. New lowered floor, WAV conversion £10,495 
Renault Extra 1.9, diesel, 1995 M, white. Lowering suspension, lowered floor, raised roof £6,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1998 R, 28k miles, red. New WAV conversion with vision 
style ramp, 4 passengers, driver and wheelchair passenger £11,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1995 M, green. WAV conversion, 4 passengers, driver and 
wheelchair £9,750 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


Mobility Aids For Cars 95 Bonnygate, Cupar, 
" aGgleneagles 


Pre-owned stock Fife KY15 4LG 

180° Carmobility car seat £300 Tel: (01334) 657722, eaaeaara Te 
Elap seats £200 each fax: (01334) 657711, 

Wyma wheelchair carrier (roof) £380 | e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 

Parry Hoist £480 website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


ACCeSss Officer 
(Part-time) 


£20,364 - £24,612 (pro rata) 


At Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council we’re 
committed to service excellence and best practice. 
A forward thinking organisation, we have succeeded 
by encouraging new ideas and implementing 
innovative approaches to local government. Bold 
and ambitious in our reach, it’s vital to us that all 
our services are widely available and accessible 
for all members of the community. 


That’s where you come in. This is the opportunity 
to develop, implement and co-ordinate an access 
policy that is proactive and fully responsive. This 
will include liaison with the Basingstoke Access 
Committee, auditing council-owned property to 
assess accessibility, establishing an improvement 
programme and offering guidance for new 
planning applications. With particular reference 
to the built environment, you will promote a 
widespread awareness of the need for good access, 
advising members of the public on relevant issues 
as appropriate. 


You will need to have: 


@ A professional qualification in either plannning, 
architecture, building construction, community 
care or another relevant discipline. 

@ At least 2 years’ practical experience of dealing 
with disabled access issues, providing for the 
needs of the disabled in the community, 
combined with an up-to-date understanding of 
related legal issues. 

@ Ideally, some working knowledge as a practising 
officer/consultant. 

@ Commitment to disabled people’s equality 


@ Use of your own car for site visits. 


Our generous benefits package includes lease 
car allowance and private medical insurance. 


For an application form, (large print available if 
necessary) please telephone our 24 hour answering 
service on 01256 845584, quoting reference 
DSEA4O0 at the end of your call. Alternatively, write 
to the Human Resources Division, Basingstoke & 
Deane Borough Council, Civic Offices, London 
Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 4AH for an 
application form to be sent to you. Our minicom 
number is 01256 845400. 


Closing date: 16 August 2000. 
Interview date: 29 August 2000. 


Training Co-ordinator 


This is a new post created through funding from 
the National Lottery Charities Board to develop a 
programme “4 steps to Access”. This programme will 
be targeted at young disabled people who need 
to develop empowerment skills, become advocates 
in their own right with the long term aim of accessing 
further or higher education and/or employment 
opportunities. 


We are looking for a person who is a qualified trainer 
and who has personal experience of impairment. 


This is a part-time post of 20 hours per week, 
including some evening and weekend residential work. 


This is new and exciting project. 


e Services 


Birkdale Clinic: my practice has a relaxed and tranquil 
atmosphere. The aim of the treatment, which comes 
about as a result of co-operation between myself, as the 
therapist, and the patients, is to empower, encourage 
and motivate the person to regain their confidence and 
awareness of their body. Call Mrs Bondarenko, 


Tel: 020 8998 9403 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


Payday Services Limited 


Payday Services provides payroll services for 
voluntary and non-profit making organisations, 
home carers, charities (no VAT) and SMEs. 


We do everything necessary for you to pay 
your employees correctly. lax 

Fees from £98pa (incl VAT) SE 

The Studio, Benefield Road, Brigstock NN14 3ES 
Tel: 01536 373111 Fax: 01536 373123 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, INE Ay 
bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire «=== 
with hand controls, adapted [ 

vans and plenty to see and do. 
Contact: David Player 

Tel: 00 351 289 393636 ‘ 
Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@ 


www.player.pt 


player.pt 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. Book now for 2000. 
Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or 
e-mail: ed.passant@mail.com 


NORTH CUMBRIA 
Cosy/swell equipped lakeshore lodges (2 b'room). 
Idyllic, peaceful & wonderful nature. Wheelchair friendly 
lodge and walks around lake & private nature reserve. 

Free use of wheely boat. Great fly fishing, 
The Tranquil Otter | 


www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk 
01228 §76661 ____/ 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
| wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 499220. 


FREEDOM OF THE GLEN HOTELS. 


Choose from 3 hotels in spectacular 
lochside settings near Fort William. 
Enjoy the freedom to select the hotel 
which sets the right atmosphere for your 
break. A choice of 10 rooms with disabled 
facilities, around the loch. 

E-mail: reservations @freedomglen.co.uk 
Tel: 01855 8215821, Fax: 01855 821463 


www.freedomglen.co.uk 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Carerree Houipays: SPAIN — Costa ALMERIA 
Does the idea of winter sunshine appeal to you? 
Read on! Wheelchair accessible accommodation § 
overlooking the Med’. Minibus for transfers and 
excursions. Good home cooking and FREE wine 
with meals. Personal care available. 

A totally relaxing holiday. 


For brochure call 020 8205 6778 


e-mail: bartlamcarefree@worldonline.fr 


Special Families Home Swap Register 


for physically disabled people. Swap your adapted 
home with others for breaks and holidays worldwide. 


Tel/Fax: 01752 347577/344611, 


E-mail: specialfamiliestrust@care4free.net 


Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel; Nr’ Norwich 


e Listed manor house * Wheelchair accessible 
throughout ¢ Ceiling hoists etc ¢ 11 acres of 
grounds ¢ Friendly atmosphere * Good food 

¢ Minibus ¢ Special interest breaks and holiday offers 


Tel: 01508 489324 Fax: 01508 488409 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool now being built. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 
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46 Classified 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 43 to 46) 


Due to the under-representation of black people, women and disabled 
people in this organisation, we positively encourage applications from 
these groups. Tamworth Borough Council is... 


BOTTOM OF EVERY AD. 
TOP OF OUR AGENDA. 


At the foot of every one of Tamworth Borough Councils’ recruitment 
advertisements you'll find a statement of Equal Opportunity, It’s not just 
empty promises, but a statement of real intent. We want our workforce to 
fully reflect the make up of our community. And that means everyone - black, 
white, male female, gay and people with disabilities. 


It simply doesn’t matter who you are, if you're good enough to do the job, 
you’re good enough for us. So help us turn those words into action, and 

the action into a better future for us all. For more information, call us on 

01827 709227 or 709232. Alternatively write to the Human Resource Unit, 
Tamworth Borough Council, Marmion House, Lichfield Street, Tamworth B79 7BZ. 


Surrey Independent Living Council 


Surrey Independent Living Council (SILC) is an organisation 
of disabled people contracted by Surrey Social Services to 
provide information and advice on direct payments to 
disabled people in the county. 


We are seeking 2 disabled people for the following posts to 
help SILC’s existing staff team to expand direct payments 
to a larger and more diverse group of disabled people. The 
ability to travel throughout the area is essential in both posts. 


Personal Assistance Adviser 


Based at SILC’s Walton-on-Thames office you will work 
one-to-one with disabled people who are preparing for, or 
are already using, direct payments. 28 hours pw (flexible), 
salary: £15,192 to £15,775. 


Co-ordinator of Support Workers and Advocates. 


Working from home you will recruit and train people to 
support disabled people who need assistance to manage 
direct payments. 15 hours pw (flexible), salary: £8,139 to 
£8,451. 


Please phone 01932 243527 or fax: 01932 245913 for details. 
Closing date 16 August and interviews 29-30 August. 


CONTACT Peer 4 
Support service run ees 
by and for disabled CONTAC 


people requires a 


MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 


for 


ARTSLINE 


London’s information and advice service for disabled people on 
access to the arts and entertainment. 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Leeds Inter-Agency Project (Women & Violence) 


Disabled Development Worker 
Salary £19,101 (35 hours) 


CONTACT provides a confidential one to one 

peer support service across the Bradford 

District promoting a social approach to 

disability. You will be responsible for the day to 

day running of the organisation and will need 

experience in all of the following areas: 

- working under the direction of disabled people 

- fund-raising, financial management and 
organisational development 

- disability issues, legislation and equal 
opportunities 

+ making training, information and services 
accessible using current technology 


For an application pack write to CONTACT 17-21 
Chapel St., Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD1 5DT. 
Remember to state what format you require 
standard print, large print, audio 
-) cassette or Braille. 


azox~t Closing date: 5pm, 11" August 2000 


¢ Personal 


C2. Handidate 


= A member of ABIA 
For disabled and able-bodied people 
Established 1987 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www.handidate.com 


Leeds Inter-Agency Project (Women & Violence) aims to CITY COUNCIL 
improve the co-ordination and quality of services to 
women experiencing violence from men they know. Both statutory and 


voluntary organisations participate in the project. 


PART-TIME DEVELOPMENT WORKER — DISABLED WOMEN, ref: A100 
18% hours per week, fixed-term for 1 year 
$O1 £9,550 - £10,182 for 18% hours 


Post holder will be expected to effectively promote and market our 
service and communicate out aims and objectives. 


Salary: £17,363 pa gross. It is a full-time post. 

Artsline is an equal opportunities employer. 

Application forms and further details obtainable from: the Director, 

Artsline, 54 Chalton Street, London NW1 1HS by sending an A4 SAE. 
Deadline for receipt of 
applications is 25 August. 


Interview will be held week 
commencing 4 September. 


LIAP is developing work to raise awareness of issues facing disabled women 
experiencing violence and improve access to services. The purpose of this 
post is to develop and support educational work with disabled women and 
raise awareness and develop good practice amongst agencies. 


LONDON'S INFORMATION & ADVICE SERVICE FOR 


PALE DESH COMAKTEG ERITERTUNEIEUT Candidates should have an in-depth awareness of the issues facing women 
S. LE RTS & EN N 


experiencing violence and an understanding of the oppression of disabled 
people. 


It is an essential requirement that the successful candidate has personal 
experience of being a disabled person. 


Action Disability Kensington & Chelsea 


The Leeds Inter-Agency Project (Women & Violence) is committed to 
developing anti-oppressive employment practice and ways of working. 


ADKC, an organisation of disabled people who live and work in 
Kensington & Chelsea want to recruit disabled people for the 
following posts: 


The Department is committed to training and developing its staff. 


Applications welcome from all, irrespective of gender, race, marital status, 
age, disability or sexual orientation. 


Leisure & Community Officer — Ref: LCO - 001 


Salary: Scale 6 — Pt 26-28 (£19,776 - £20,928) 
35 hours per week (some evening and weekend) 


For informal enquiries please contact Michell De Souza on Leeds (0113) 234 9090. 


For application forms and job outlines please ring our answerphone service 
(24 hours) on Leeds (0113) 247 7965/Minicom Leeds (0113) 247 8769 or apply 
in writing enclosing a large self addressed envelope to Director of Social 


* To organise a diverse programme of group activities. ‘ : 
Services, Selectapost 9, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8QB. 


* To liaise with other service providers to increase leisure 
opportunities for disabled people. 
¢ Some experience of organising group activities/events is essential. 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 


Closing date: 10% August 2000 52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 


“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY" 
The City Council has a No Smoking Policy 
FULL-TIME POST(S) SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


For more information on jobs with Leeds City Council see www.leeds.gov.uk/Icc/vacancies 


Young People’s Support Worker — Ref: YPW - 002 


Salary: Scale 6 - Pt 26-28 (£19,776 - £20,928 pro rata) 
28 hours per week (some evening and weekend) 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw adverts without 
prior notice. All adverts must comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 


Clerical Officer/WP Operator Practice. 


Various locations 


£8,790 at age 18, £9,504 at age 21 and over, 
increasing with annual increments to £12,000 pa 


* To outreach and make contact with young disabled people. 
* To assist them in the transition from full-time education. 
° To facilitate their access to local services and activities. 
* To empower them to articulate their needs. 
* To encourage service providers to meet gaps identified in services. 


Box Numbers cannot be used for the 
sale of documents or goods. 


Linage adverts can only be used 
by private individuals. All commercial 
You will work within a team to provide a clerical and administrative/ enquiries must be addressed to the 
finance service to the operational command units at various locations Advertising Manager (see imprint on 
within the West Midlands area. page 2). 

Duties will include postal despatch, filing and maintaining supplies 
and correspondence, dealing with telephone/personal enquiries and 
operating computers in respect of data input, analysis and search 
procedures, general typing and document preparation. 

These are interesting and challenging roles requiring good written and 
oral communication skills, basic numeracy, accurate keyboard skills at 25 
wpm and the ability to answer the telephone effectively and efficiently. 

Computer knowledge/experience and the ability to accurately record, 
copy and assemble and file information would be an advantage. 

Part-time and job share opportunities available. 

Application forms are available from Employee Resourcing, 
West Midlands Police, Police Headquarters, PO Box 52, Lloyd House, 
Colmore Circus Queensway, Birmingham B4 6NQ. Tel: 0121 626 5032 
(24 hours). 

If you have a disability and you meet the essential job requirements you will be 
shortlisted for inclusion in the recruitment process. 

West Midlands Police has a positive equal opportunities policy to ensure 

that all applicants are treated fairly. We welcome applications from all 

sections of the community, regardless of age, race, marital status, : 
gender or sexual orientation. We also operate a no-smoking at work policy. CAT Kom 


Advocacy Worker — Ref: AW - 003 


Salary: Scale 6 - Pt 26-28 (£19,776 - £20,928 pro rata) 
17.5 hours per week - one year contract 


DN cannot except responsibility for 
loss or damage of adverts or letters 


* To carry out the role of Advocate for local disabled people. during forwarding. 


* To empower individuals to take up future issues on their own. 


Classified deadlines for the 
September issue: 
Booking deadline: 

11 August 
Copy deadline: 15 August 


Office fully accessible. For an application pack please send SAE 
for 41p to ADKC Centre, Whitstable House, Silchester Road, 
London W10 6SB or e-mail us at action @enterprise.net 


Please quote the post reference number and 
where you saw the advert. Application 
packs available in all formats. 


CADKG? 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


Action Disability 


Kensington & Chelsea 


Closing date: 24 August 2000 
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Up for grabs 47 


Taking 
contro 


ith quicker 
machines and better 
graphics, computer 
games are more popular 
than ever. 
But what do you do 
if standard controls 
are impractical? 


comfortable ergonomic 
design and rubber back for 
better grip. 
Three pre-programmed 
button configurations 
allow you to 
customize It to 
suit you, such |) NEAN FIDDLER 


PRESERTS 


MEAN FIDDLER 


PRESENTS 


as using two 
buttons for 
difficult moves. 
The one-piece 
directional disk 


Well, Agetec havea , will help prevent 

great solution: the ~ thumb fatigue. 

ACSII Grip™ What’s more, the first 

(compatible with winner drawn will also TOBY JACOBS *, 

all Sony win a copy of the fantasy 

Playstation™ Fighters, Pulp, Beck, Gomez, ticket in advance — your 


role play game Master of ‘y 7hat better way to 
Monsters: Disciples of Gaia, W / celebrate the summer 
worth £25. than to chill out with your 

So, for hours of fun, just mates watching some of the 
fill out the coupon below. best bands in the world? 


games), and we details will be kept on file — 
and write to Sharon Reuben 
with proof of disability) that 


can be picked up on arrival. 


Super Furry Animals, 

Stereophonics, Eminem and 

Rage Against the Machine. 
Other bands include Embrace, 


have six to give away. 
The one handed controller, 
for the Playstation has a 


Thanks to Mean Fidder, Ian Brown and dance maestros There will be an electric 
ae eS ee ee S| See See SS eee ae that’s exactly Laurent Garnier and Andrew hook-up close to the disabled 
1 Tick the ASCII Grip or Mean Fiddler what you rit CARLING werxeno Weatherall. camping area for charging 
TO ENTER eee Se could be Disabled facilities wheelchairs, as well as 
, y Neaw. Fresnost WD4323, London N7 9BR. doing, are the best of any disabled toilets, showers in the 
I as DN has two festival. There will be a guest area, and toilets at the 


stages. One person can 
accompany each wheelchair 


designated campsite area for 
disabled visitors where you can 
park by your tent if you 
display an Orange 
Badge.If you don’t 
have one, contact 
Sharon Reuben in advance for a 
car pass. In this area three 
friends can camp with each 
disabled person (one car 
maximum). Each disabled 
visitor will get a free weekend 
ticket for a carer (just buy a 


pairs of tickets to the Reading 
Festival and two pairs for the 
Leeds Festival, worth £80 a 
ticket. 

Reading takes place 25-27 
August, Leeds 26-28 August. 
The line up of bands is the 
same for both events — they 
just swap between venues. 

No matter what your taste 
in music, you'll be happy. 
Main stage bands include 
Oasis, Primal Scream, Foo 


What’s in DN next month? 


© BACK TO SCHOOL 


DN’s annual feature includes one mum’s 
fight for post-16 education and how to 
survive your first term at university. 


©@ HIDDEN DISABILITIES 


Should you tell? 


© Leeds 


‘© AsciGrip © Reading 


user on stage 
viewing 
f= platforms, 

and they can 
take wheelchairs. 

Contact Sharon Reuben for 


THE CARLING Wetkens 


¢ Closing date for ASCII Grip: 31.8.2000, for Festivals: 
TERMS @ 
CONDITIONS 11.08.00 Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof of 
"purchase required ¢ UK entrants only ¢ No cash 


j alternatives ¢ Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special 
| offers not open to DN staff or associates ¢ Winners may be announced in 

1 DN ¢ This is a joint partnership with Agetec and Mean Fiddler and we may 
I use your name and address for further marketing purposes. Please tick the 

1 box if you do not wish your name and address to be included L] 


€, CHARTWELL ¢, 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


full details, car pass and carer 
ticket at The Mean Fiddler, 
22-28a Harlesden High Street, 
London NW10 4LX, tel: 020 
8961 5490. 


, @ 


@ IF YOUR CULTURE DOESN’T CARE 


DN investigates cultural prejudice in the UK. 


@ BENEFIT YOURSELF (2) 


Make sure you’re claiming Invalid Care 
Allowance, says Mike Hurdiss. 


Established over 30 years 


Shown below are just some of the special facilities available 


Motor insurance including adapted vehicles 


Legal protection cover included with the option of 
including RAC cover for £49 


Household buildings and contents cover 


Travel insurance 


Wheelchairs including scooters and powerchairs 


Plus the best news, views, jobs and offers. 
On sale 28 August. 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 


Leceg reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice 
| Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address 


Commercial insurance ,; Name: ee en ear tis Rvs od coi stogechee ets TR Mea RTT TUT ATC Tore eaere Rent ortee ted uksed sacanadcseatese cars srncennedas<aAssstdecuesenesiznesnerecescerct , 

| Address: iwtti eRe A a ee oe 5 

Fora competitive quotation, contact us on: OD ee ne Se, Ce! | Se eR cere iret, on a renee 
Ghee ee ee ee ee POStCOdG atria ee ee crntnae 

1 ! 

0 5 eS a ee ee Mee Mee ee ee eee eee i 

| To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is published monthly by Scope, : 

‘ : "6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, 1 

ee deea earuane ewitcll cards afe accepted ; White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. j 
Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP. 1 Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. j 
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